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NOTTCE FROM CHIN T0O THE FOREIGN OFFICIALS AT CANTON.

A respectful communication. It has has heen my uniform and strong desiro to cultivate friendly relatious. with my neighbors, and to have
kind thoughts towards them. 1 have often received communications inquiring about what regulations might be.established, but the pressing and
varied engagements and affairs connected with thé army on the north of the city has left no leisure to see you and confer on such matters ; and the
distance between us has been such as unluckily to prevent my learning your views.

At thig juncture the rising of onr soldiers has caused the traders to flee and move away, and merchandize to be stopped, and trade to he
impeded, for which I am truly most sorry, but for wbich I now see no remedy. You are well aware t}.lntlulteyl , officers and rapacious rulers in Canton
province of every rank have been exacting to enrich themselves, treating merchants from the provinces with no respect or good faith, and looking
upon the common people as bandits or personal enemies. The traders and inhabitants have suffered these grievous injnries, nnd the robbers have
ventired upon outrageous ucts, so thet the suffering country and harassed people have never been afflicted to suclia pitch, Not long ago in the
neighborhood of Canton, in the villages of Si-wa, Tieh-kau, Ché-tan, Si-tsan, Kin-ki, and others, these unprintipled soldiers, under pretense of
expelling our forces, ussaulted and carried off the people and their property, burning their honses, and even goihir so far as to et off the ears of
men_and womnen, old und young, that they might claim u reward for their valor, and then tumbling the bodies into fish-ponds and ditches,

Such inhumen erdelty can never be forgiven. Whoever has heard the tale is aroused at it, as ave all who have seen the sight, affected
fotears.  And will amid all the calamities of war ensuent upon these excesses, they are using theirpower to parass the people nnd contrive
how to enrich themselves, until now both gods and'men are indignant, and heaven and earth can no longer endure them. 1 have been impelled by
my indignation and great unger to do something, and huve raised my patriotic troops, swearing that I will exterminate the rascally horde and save
the people, as one would snatch persons from fire or water, or cut down one found hanging. o

Wherever my own tronps are stationed, they do not molest or rob, but the avocations of the fields and market-places are continued as usual.
AL this moment, in the distriets of Tung-kwin, Tsang-ching, Shun-teh. Tsingyuen, Hwa, Tsung-hwéa and San-shwui, as also in the other
prefectures of Shau-king, Lo-ting, Kau-chuu, Shao-chau, Lien-chan, Hwui-chau snd Chau-chan, 1 hear a general report that a junction is to take
place for eoiperation ; as probably your countrymen have both heard and seen the same. Furthermore, as.you and we, the people of Canton, have
had friendly ucquaintance for many generations, and have esteemed just advantage in our mutual intercourse; it islproper that we should have the
snme enemies and purposes, and not cast off our former confpuct.  Recently, I have heard that you do not: despise us, and stupid as I am, I have
been often desirous of learning your views, to which I shall give the most serious attention. If you would grant thie extraordinary token of your
regard, it would hang on my ear like a drop, and be engraven on my heart.

Al present I hnve merely made a temporary movement with a detachment from the great camp at Fuhsban to.this movable camp at Sin-tsan,
liere Lo await a personal conference with you, schen .we can not only establish good commercial regulations, but also devise an excellent plan to
exterminate these flagitious and cruel officers, and thus restore trade to its usual channels, bringing back peace and quiet to the general joy of all.
This would not only be a substantial benefit 1o the people of this province, but merchants of nll western countries would be deeply mdebteg for such
an act of favor. If therefore you will be good enough to intimate beforehand the duy when you will come, I will haye everything here made clean
and ready, awniting your coming, for which [ stand on tiptoe most earnestly desiring. Fov this purpose I have sent this, hoping that your joy and

" mecurity may be as perfect as yon desire, s
g Cuin Hien-uiing,
Kidh-yin year, eighth moon, tenth day (Oct. Tst, 1854 ) Generalissimo of the palriol troops of Canton province.
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A LRITER T LIE ARCHNISHOE o) CANTERRUERY FROM TIHE Bistor op VICTORIA, IN REVIEW OF THE

RECENT CHUINESE TREATIES AS AFFECTING THE PROSUVECTS oF CHRISTIANITY IN THE BasT,

SHANGUAL, CuiNy, Octaher 18th, 1858,
My loup Arcanisior,

il at this same moment of time, Lord Elzin
s of the Treaty of Peace ; and the Jast acts

Woarns a few handeed yards of the spot from which [ now write

aml the Chinese High Tmperial Commissioners are necotinting the sum\l;mmnl:ll artie
e which (it is expected) will insugurate @ now era in the history of the relations of Wentern
Chiristendom with the popnlation and Government of the Chinese Empire,

iew of the reeent teeaties formed by Western Powers with China, T may state at the very outset that
as wo have been able to gain a knowleden of the details from semi-otlieal

will soon be consmmmated of a diploma

In taking a general re

I rewaed the provisions of the new British teeaty (so

authority here) as eminently ealenlated o enconriee the Chureh at home to new aud enlarged Missioniry efforts, and to aronse

the Christian youth of Britain (o a more wlequate and prompt response to the demand for additionn] lahon

Varions conenrrent cirenmstanees daving the present year have seeved to smooth the course of diplomacy, amld to render the
Dhnperial Gosermnent of Chii more disposed to aceede 1o all the reasanible demands of the British Plenipotentiary.

It was no slight ady 1ee to Lovd Elgin that the representatives of the four Great Powers of Britain, France, Russia aud

the nted states all combined in a joint vaval demonsteation on the Clinese Coast, and in a conlemporancons transmission of

their demands to Peking. When the Anglo= Freneh expedition advanced to the Mouth of the Peiho, the two non-belligerent Powers

e also an the seenees ad s nenteal e ties anticipated the British and Frenels in their negotistions at Teentsin, [t is

wderstood that the Rossian Envoy wave o portune warning 1o the Chinese officials of the grave emergency which had arisen.
The fact il been notorious among the Clinese that. Rossia herself was bot lately involved in a deadly war with Britain and
Franee s and the representations of the Rissian Envoy henee devived additional foree. Count Putiatine plainly intimated to the

Chinese the irvesistible power of the Anglo- Freneh squadron on their coast, and the inevitable ruin to the Manchow Tartar dynasty
" i 3 )

which st vesalt from o blind and obstivate pessistenes in their past conrse. - -

econd nov-helligerent and

The vepresentations of the Ameriean Minister aflorded too the <ame testimeny  confivmed by a
nentral Powerg as to tue magnitide of the imy ending periland the hopelessness of furthes resi<tance to the demands of the Rritish

and Freneh,

Thee sequel is well known, Warlike operations of brief duration, hut of deeisive effeet, prepared the way for the definitive

heromd to Peking and within 70 miles of the eapital, the termns of peace were

nesotiation of a teeaty. A Teentsin, on the level hi

stuneds by the Pritisbeon bae 2th sd By the Frenel on the following day.

Faeh o the towre sieevssive Treaties of I8OR Las been a further stepin adyar e bevond previons coneessions to forvigners,

The Russin Nanhassador who sigued a Treaty on June I3h gained Jor the Russo-Greck Missionaries long established at

~

Pl the riaht of feve beevess o all the other parts of the empive. N

The Nwerrean Mosier in s ond this a stight addition to the commercial
s~ Mot hie has o

fivent clunaeter of the Chivistian religion, and avenewed pledge of moiversal toleration for Native converts

Wy pclided five days Tater chiainad be

y an honour-

ain by the open stipulations of e

vts olong the hgher distinetion of being the first to o

shle mention of the e

thiranehout the Chinese empive,

T Lz heen veserved for Cord Elgin 1o achicve o stll mare prominent act in the annals of Ovieatal Diplomacy.  [n addition

to the concession aequired by the Minister of the Upited States, he

ned also for forvicners of every class, and by implication
tor one Missiouaries alsoy the vight of nolimited aeeess into the iuterior of the eonntey, and has thos thrown down the last harriers
which interrupted one free infereonr e with every part of China,

The VITT and IX clauses of Lord Elgin's Treaty comprise the main points which have reference to our extended privileges in
respect to Missions.,

The former of these two Articles is in substanee, and almost in words, identieal with that previonsly negotiated on behalf of
thee Unitedd States by Mr. Reed 0 amd its ferms are honaneable to both the British and the Aneviean officials who had the moral
vion of Jesus® (the Clinese term for Protestant Christinnity ") is for

docision to press it admission into the Treaty The *“rel,

the first time distinetly mentivaed in these Treaties, in conjunetion with and in priovity to the © religion-of the Lord of Heaven™

Cithe old term for the Roman Catholie forim of the Christian veligion ). T hive reason for helieving that the favaurable mention

i version) an exact quotation of the Chis

se text in the New Testa-

of Christianity contains (at least in the wordine of the \meri
we would they should do anto us.” This

went of the galden law of nniversal positive Christian iaty in = doing noto others
stne extensive lnw of well doing has been long curvent wmong the Chinese sages in its negalive form ;—* Abstain from doing nnto

othees whiat you wounld that they should zof do nnto yon? [t seems to be taken (aecording to the best foreign Sinologues) from

an old Commentator on the Confueian Classies ‘who flourvished subseguently to the Christian era; and its currency even in a

ilred newative form may bave been bur the transforence of the aniversal moral law of relative daty, borrowed in meaning, bnt

lewered inextent, from the Gospel warrstive of our Lovd's teachinge,

Treaties, its favourable recognition of the Christian

Vs this VETE Aretiele stunds Cpresamprively) in the British and Amerie
wis liehly fmportiant = The doetrine of Jesas, and the doctrine of the Lord of Heavon, teaeh the practice of virtue and

rehigi

sors of it shall, one and all, be proteeted, No man

sthe teeatment of others ag onreselves, Heneeforth all teaclioes or pro

Speaceably following Dis ealling withoot offence shall he v ohe least oppressod o hindevad by the Chinese anthoritios,”
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The TX. Article is that which peenliarly belongs to Lord Elgin’s Treaty, and comprises those generul concessious of locomation
and residence in the interior which (if its provisions be carried out and administered by Consular representatives possessing the
requisite moral aud mental qoalifications for their responsible posts) hold out to Protestaut Missionaries (e prospect of extended
iy ortunities in new und more favourable spheres of Missionary usefulness. They will henceforth be able, wnder the reasonable
regulation of a moderate passpoit system, to penetrate intu the iuterior and to establish statious in localities remote from the
disturbing influences of ercautile positions on the sea-board.

I have reason to believe that the provisions of the French Trealy signed by Baron Gros the day after 1he English Treaty are
almost ideutical with those of the latter, with one addition which, although unimportant at first sight, may nevertheless be here-
after fraught with consequences of serious moment. In addition to toleration of the Christian religion, protection of the Native
converts, and unlimited access for the Roman-Catholic Missionaries into the interior, Baron Gros has also stipulated that what-
ever in past times has been decreed by the Chinese Governnent agaiust the ““religion of the Lord «f Heaven " shall lienceforth be
null and void.

I kuow some intelligent observers of passing events, well versed in the history of Jesuit Missions in Clina, who are filled
with auxious apprehension lest under the cover of this retrospective clause there may be a latent purpoese on the part of the
Roman-Catholic Missionaries to revive dormant claims to tiie property confiscated at various times of old in different parts of the
empire, and especially the site of their former Cathedral at Peking. The instance of a similar demand not long ago preferred at
Ningpo, and the recovery through French iufluence of valuable property and Mission-sites in the leart of that city, lend some
pluusibility to this view. Such recent experience suggests the fear lest Liere, as elsewhere over the waters of the broad Pacific,
Freuch diplomaey, having no commercial interests to foster, may husy itself in efforts to sustain the cause of the Propaganda,—a
French Protectorate of Native Romanist converts be gradnully established on this Continent,—and a powerful French ecclesiastico-
political organization in favonr of Romish Missions in China be vne of the results of an Anglo-French alliance and joint-
intervention in the affairs of the East. '

Tt is to be noted that in the passport-regulations it is stipulated that foreigners shall not visit Nanking or other places oceupied
by the Insurgeants I think this to be as fair and favourable a solution of the difficulties caused by the Insurrection as we might
reasonably expect. Non-intervention in the civil convulsivus of China was clearly the course for a British statesman to pursue.
Iu the view of the decrepitude, cruelty and corruption of the Manchow Tartar dynasty, to-have propped up such a Power by a
forcible intervention of foreign arms against the Taeping Movement at Nanking, would be an act manifestly at vaviance with the
sound dictates of expediency and right. On the other hand, there is too much uncerlaiuty as to the present developments and
tendencies of the Insurgent cause to anthorize on the part of British Christians the wish that, under any circumstances, an armed
external interposition shouid be exercised on their behalf. After five vears and a half in occupation of Nanking—without the
advantage of foreign spirvitual instructors—with some, possibly all, the more hopeful class of Leaders removed from the scene—
with all the elements of huinan depravity diffused among that pent-up motley host of semi-pagan Iconvclasts, constrained by
rizorous severity to maintain an outward show of asceticisin, and to memorize the established and half-understood forins of
Prayer —it is oo much to expect that, under such exceptional cirenmstauces, good has been more potential than evil amongst
the multitude, and that its earlier promise has not been followed by degeneracy and decay.

In the earlier stages of the Taeping Movement five years ago, the entrance of Protestant Missionaries among them at Nanking
might have tnried the tide in the right direction and given a sounder character to their practice and belief. As it is, we must
patiently abide the issne, moderating excessive hopes und repressing undue despondency and fear. However much a nearer view
of the Rebel Movement may hereafter vepel our minds, it must at the same tiine be remembered that doubtless in the hands of
Providence it will have accomplished a good result. It wili have laid bar2 the weak lold which Budhism has upon the masses
of the Chinese people. It will have scattered brosd-cast thronwh the interior the seeds of Xcriptural knowledge in the portions of
the Christiun Bible authoritativeiy pubiished by the Chiet at Naukin:. It will have shown how Christian truths circulated in the
Tuepitg wanifestos and books, even when diluted with a mixture of pagan ideas, have neverthieless proved their innate strength
i shuking rhe fabrie of idolatry and preparing the way for a purer faith.  If trath, when deforined and caricatured, has been thus
effective in demolishing ervor, what may not be hoped for from the unimpeded circulution of the Holy Scriptures and the zealous
preaching of Protestant Missionaries through the length aund breadth of the land ?

One serious question arising out of our relations with the Chinese appears to have been excluded from all mention or allusion
in the published Articles of Treaty. So far as we cau judye on the spot (the text of the British treaty ot having yet been officially
made known to the foreign community in Chiua) the Opimin-quesiion has been ignoved or kept out of sight; but it is difficult to
think that this topic can have bren altogether excluded from past discussions, or that in the pending negotiation of a Turiff in the
supplemental Articles of Treary here at Shaughae Lovd Elgiu will continne to ex:lude the subject from a positive and fnal
set:Jement.

1 would mention in terms of the deepest respect the name of a British Plenipntenti.ry. who has won so distingnished a place
in public estimation by his highly successful career. [ fully believe in the benevolent highmindedness, which has actnated him in
his difficult and honourable conrse in China. I know by friendly eonver-ation and by private correspondencs the mode of solution
which on the whole he deems best for terminating a great wnd adwitted evil. T know too that some of the most intelligent and
zealous Missionaries labouring for the welfare of the Chinese, wearied and perplexed by ilie view of the sad collateral effects of a
smuggling system almost virtually legalized by the indiffereuca or the corruption of the local maudarins, huve deemed it expedient
to succumb to an unavoidable evil, and to limit and check by the regulations of a legalized Custom-house tariff the spread of a
moral mischief now utterly beyoud control.



454 | DERERE—— % RvOR ko

I confess that it is with mingled pity and shame that I contemplate the affecting spectacle of a pagan Government. almest
powerless i the means ofresistance and feeble in the arts of war, thus humiliated, weakened and overpowered ; and the top-stone
thas finully set on the pillar of our own inconsistency and disgrace, as a people placed in the vanguard of Chiristinn nations in onr
dealings with this' ruce. The year in which this monument may possibiy be erected in commemoration of the final act in the
series of wrongs perpetrated oo the millions of China, will singularly enough he marked alse by the extinction and corporate death
of the East India Company. Our Aunglo-Indian revenue from the growth of the poppy has been the chief plea and prop of the
Opium-sninggling trade in China. What we fuiled to relinquish on the ground of Christian principle, will probably be wrang
from us by the defensive action of the Chinese Government itself. The eventaal withdrawal of the Imperial prohibition against
growing Opium in the eighteen provinces has been a remedy long available and within reach. Ilinbarrassed and overcome in the
‘long enntest with Native and foreign coutrabandists, it is not improbable that the Chinese Imperial Gavernment may at lenath
huve snbmiltted to a termiunation of the strnggle,—an addition to the impoverished Excheguer in the shape of a regulated tariff-daty
be preferred to the continued prevalence of a lawless smuggling of the prolibited druyg along the sea-bourd,—and Opium at last be
recognized among the legally-permitted indigenous produce of China.

Lt is satisfuctory to know that both in the British and in the American Treaties lately concluded with the Japanese an Article
eXistz expressly prohibiting the importation of Opiom ; and that thus by the huwmane policy of Christian negotiators Japan,
hitherto exempt from this form of intemperance, will in all probability be saved from one class of evils which has resulted froin
our intercourse with China. Uunpreccdented privileges have been recently granted to Clnistiun Missionaries within the newly
opened ports of Jupan. '

It is vight that the friends of Christian Missions on both sides of the Atlantic shenld know how mnch they are preeminent!y
indebted for the Cliristiun element in the wording of the treaties, to the hearty zeal, sympathy and co-operation of His Excelleucy
W. B. Reed, ably seconded by his Secretary of Legation and his Interpreter, Dr. Williams and Revd. W. A. P. Murtin,—numes
well known in connexion with the Missionary work in China.

The wider opening of these Eastern regions to Missionary labour is an animating topic on whieh I conld glowirgls enlarge, as
a call to move adequate efforts on the part of our own Church. But I confess, mny Lord, that I have gathered lessons of moderate
expectation. from the fraitlessness of my past appeals for help.: To the tenth year of my Episcopa'e I beliold but few signs of any
great aud sustained movement of our Church for the evangelization of the Chinese ruce, or for our entrance pon the recent
Missionary openings in Japan, My dear and valued fellow-labourers sent out to the China Mission, do but scautily fill up the breaches
made in the runks of our Church by disease and death. Butsix Church of England Missionary clergy arve spread along the ~tatious
on this extended coast, of whom two have been only six months in the country. It is indeed a sutisfuctory result to my mind to see
chaplaincies instituted in the Chinese cities, and the British communities supplied with the means of grace. I rejoice also in the
inereasing number of labourers in connexion with other Protestant Missionary bodies, and the marked success which in some cases
has vesulted from their attempts. But as to Missions of our Church among the Chinese, after fourteen yeurs since my first lunding
on these shores, I still see (with ‘the one exception of the Church Missionary station of Ningpo) but little progress made and but
inconsiderable resnlts achieved. I feel no despondency as to the ceriain final snceess of our work as the canse of God himself. 1 am
sustained by the assurance that God is working out His purposes of mercy and love to our race in these passing events of the East ;—
that this our fallen world shalil one day become a temple worthy of its holy and beneficent Creator ;—and that this vast pagan empire,
now an exile from the great community of Christian nations, shall hevaafter participate in th: promised ortponring of God’s Spirit
upon ull flesh, und in the predicted bl d of the r 1 earth ‘““in which dwelleth righteousuess.” But I deplore the want
of an adeqnate supply of labourers to enter upon these fields *“ white unto thie harvest *” ;—men snited by mental habit and by bodily
strenyth for this peenliar Mission ;j—men whose faith has been long strengthened by secret prayer, und whose love to Christ has
been long watered by the heavenly dew of spiritual communion with God j—nien, willing to forego (il needful) the comforts of
domestie life, and ready to yield to the possible requirements of a “ present necessity ”” in being free and unfettered by family-ties
in their itinerancy in the interior from place to place. Once more I reiterate the appeal to the Church at home:—* The haivest
truly is great, but the labourers ave few.” Once more I appeal to British. Christians that while India is claimiug her meed of
Missionary sympathy and evangelistic help in this her day of trial, China may 1ot be overlnoked or forgotten in their prayers, nor
her 400 millions receive less than her due amount of considerstion and thought ifi the counsels and deliberations of our Church of
England Missionary Committees.

My Lord, my pen grows weary and my theme becomes diffusive. I know by experience the mental sickness of hope long
deferred. In my own person I can do but little beyond sounding the trumpet and leading others to the conflict. Tbe goal of
middle life scarce gained, I am experiencing the effects of climate on a shattered frame, and the infirmities of advancing years.
Lu the early afternoon of my course, the shades of evening are prematurely fulling and lengthening uround me. Ouce again I
appeal to my yonnger fellow-soldiers of Christ that they desert not the standard of the Cross uufurled in the far East, nor allow a
standard-bearer to fall unsupported and nusustaived in this Missiou battle-field.

I remain,
My Lord Archbishop,

Your Grace’s most obedient linmble servant,

.

G. VICTORIA.
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