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CODY 0. 81 KE : HONJO, SHIGZRU, Baron, Gen.
g STATUS : SE=SE O oo d

AGF t 69 Yezrs

ADTRESS 8 Venokzra Nzkeno-Ku, Tokyo

GOVT POSY 1631-35 Commanéer EKwantung Army
‘ 1935 - Chief Aide-de~Cemr to the Emperor

1935 -~ Member Supreme War Council
1936 - Hetired from active service
1938 - President Soldiers Protection Bozrd
1943 - Director Military Heslth Buresu, Welfars Ministry
1944 - Advisor to New Asie Movement of IRAA
1945 (Mzy) - Yember of Privy Council
1945 (30 June) - Nemed one of lesders of Hcome Jefense Lezzue

FASILY Wife, Mume, sister of H. Kashimo

15T IDEEAL

.o

Ags Commencder of Kwentung Army, took prominert pzrt in
occupztion of Menchuris in 1931. Late Count Uchide, =zt

thzt time president of South Meznchuria Izilwesy, and Honjo
vere lifelong frienés, and many well-informed Jzpzrese
believed that the two conceived, plarned znd executed the
Mukcéen incident 18 Sept. 1931 without reference to Tokyo.

Was retirsd heczuse of technicel implicetion in Tokyo Army
Tevolt of 26 Feb. 1936.  His son-in-law, Cavt. Ichifaro
Yemaguchi, was sentenced to 1life imprisorment for sesisting
the insurgents. - .

A Jepsnese source chesracterizes Honjo &s s stern end resolute
militzry men, but friendly and gentle as an incividuel,
neither drinks nor smokes.

(Foregoing from Jepanese Govt. Officisls, 1937-45 - MID)
Among those to be present at 2 dinner to be given by the
Black Dragon Society Oct. 29th; Mitsuru Toyzma is chief of
this Society. (From Tokyo Fadio, PCC Daily Ferort 22 Oct 43)
Wes tresent 2t 2 dirner gziven by Joseph Lany Spann, Hezd of
the Nazi Party in Tokyo (From Domei, 4 Feb. 44).

Attended the annusl m:eting of the Japanese, Germany, Italy
Friendship Society in Tokyo, 23 Jan 45 (From Domei, 24 Jan. 45).
Shigeru Honjo is = member of the Anti-Tresty faction. (From
Toshiyo Haseqawz, P.0.W.; Tazscism in the Jep Army ané Nevy,
Vol. 2, MIS, 15 June 42). ;

Deemed a key Jzpenese War Criminzl (United Netions Wer Crimes
Commission, List #3, Seot. 45).
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8 December 1945
Case No, 8l. RE: Baron Gen. Shigeru HONJQ;

STATUS: CLOSED.

JZEMORANDUNM FOR'THE FILE:
The Tokyo edition of the STARS AND STRIPES
ﬂ)ﬁl‘u{ 2L eh- s ¥
of the issue of 21 November 1945nyad committed hara=kiri after
ascertaining that he had been listed among thouse publicized in
the press as a war criminal and learning that his arrest had
been ordered;
In view of the demise of subject, no further investigaiion
is being conducted and the matter is considered closed.
0/.’/?44
LeRoy He. Barnard,
Ma jor, Infantry.

Copies:
3 File
1 Capt. Robinson
1l Cole. Rudisill,
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12 Jan 1946
FILT N0.: 81

SR TR PORs General Woodeook
Golonsl Morrow
. Sackett
Colonel Foolworth
=, Hammatk

‘ls A reviow of File Ho. 81 refleots that it sontaing information
wiiea m:,* be of inturest to the mendors of Groups A, B, C, ¥ and Q.

2. Tals inforuetion io toraa.ﬂand for such action as a-y be
doased appropriate.

Lenkoy &, -B-‘_-R!‘I;R{?,
jajor, Inf.,
Zxetutive Mfficer,
m' n".. Iopo-};



FIIE: REPORT BY: D. L. Waldorff

RE

HONJQ, Shigeru, Baron_ and General
(‘suiclde)

STATUS: Pending
DATE: 19 January 1946

Commanding Officer, Kwantung Ar#b 1931-35. pelieved to have con-
ceived and executed Mukden Incident®without reference to Tokyo., Frivy
Councillor. Adviser, New Asia Movement of Imperial Rule pssistance
Association, 1944, Has been termed mring=leader of the Japanese War
Iords." Born 1876. Address: & Henchara, Nakano-ku, Tokyo.

On apprehension order of 17 November 1945.

PENDING

(Counter Intelligence Justification Files reflected the above indicated
information concerning subject.)

COPIES: 3 File



INT IRITATICEAI FROBICUTICH S iICTION

Doc, No, 613 DATE 13 Feb 1946
AliATYSIS CF DOCUL! :NTARY SVIDZICE
DISCRIPTION OF ATTACHMD DCCH LS,

Title and Naturs: wsr linistry, Confidential Record of Manchurian
arfeairs. (3 July to 6 July 1934)

Data: 7 Juns 1632 irarinal {X) Copy ( ) Ianguage: Japanese
Has it been trras’-tad? Yes ()  To (X)
Has it been prctosiatent Yas () Mo (X)

IOCLTION OF ORIGTIAL f(alsv “ITHISS if applicable) as of

.n

Docurient Section,
SCURCE CF ORICIMiL: .Jar Iinistxy Rg{o’rds , by Document. \cguisition Section,
FERSOI'S IIMFIIZATAED:. HOMNJC , Shiceru and 1IY'KE, Ifitsuji

CRIMES 0 JHICH DOCU'@IT FPLICIRIE:
Aggression in llanchukuo,
SUI'T\RY OF RILIVAN'T FOINTS (vith pape refersnces):

Item 2 is a communication from the Kwantung ‘rmy (HCI'JO, Shigeru, C in C
and MIYAKE, Chief of Staff) to the Vice lMinister of Var dated 7 June
1932,

" The document recormencs seizure of custom-houses in lanchuria, to aid
that country's finances., To do this, Chinese officials must be induced
to side with ifanchukuo and thus rendsr the Nankins government helpless.
Japan should do as iwmch as it can to see that l'anchukuo carries out this
measure, s -

Manchukuo should take this step while the investigation committee of

the league of Hations is in Ifanchukuo, This is a good opportunity to
prove she is an independent state, -

snalyst: 2nd It, Tilds Doc. No, 613



INTEﬁNATIONAL‘PROSECUTION SECTION
Doce. No. 910 20 Mar 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY, EVIDENCE |
DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT .

Title and Nature: Envelope, "Material Presented by
Japanesc Forces, Hgs., KWANTUNG ARy 1932" . forwarded with
Far Eastern €¢omm., of Inquiry materiai (Envelope A)

Bate: 1932 @riginal ( ) Copy (x) Language: English

Has it been translated? Yas. () WHo o)
Has it been photostated? Xee () Nodx)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL (also WITNESS if applicable) as of {

Document Division

iOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Classified Records Sec., W.D., Washing-
on, D. Co

PERSONS /IMPLICATED: Lt. KAWAMOTO; Col., HIRATA; Lt. Gen.

HONJO3fLt, Gen, TAMON; Maj. Gen. HASEBE; Maj. KUROISHI;
“Tt. Col. OGAWARA

'CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Manchurian Incident
SUML.ARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page references):
Included, (with a typed Summary of Contents):

l. A Review on Sino-Jap clashes in Manchuria;
On the Significance of the Chinchow Question,
3. Harbin Campaign;
4, Suppression of Bzndits by Kwantung Army
5. Bandits Plan to Create Disturbances in Manchur:
6, The Present State of Banditry in Manchuria;
7¢ & Report on the Communistic Movements in
Manchurias
The Strength of Police Force of Manchuriaj
9-16." Maps covering Distribution of Forces
17. Explanations given to Comm. by Kwantung Army;
18. Announcements by Japanese War Ministry.

Analyst: Capt. Phelps Doc. No. 910



INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

Doce No. 911 20. March 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
. DESCRIPTION OF ATTACEED DOCUMENT .

: Title and Neture: Copy #1, Far Eastern Comm, of Inquiry
(Military), Annex A, "Records and Extracts of Interviews on
Military and Related Subjects." ~

Date: 1932 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language: English

Has it been translated? Yes () No ()
- Has it been photostated? Yes () ©No (x)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL (also WITNESS if applicable) as of

Document Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Classified Records Sece.y Wo Do,
Washington, D. C, :

PERSONS IMPLICATED: (see Summary)

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Manchurian Inéident

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page references):
Records of Interviews with:

1. Foreign Minister YOSHIZAWA, (A-1)3
2. Cem, ARAKI, (A-2), (A-29);

3. Mr. MATSUOKY, (A-8);

4, Gen JNGIE ZA"()) 9 ZA-23) H
5« Gen., DOIHARA, (A-10);

6. Gen. HASHIMGTO, (A-11)3

7. Gen TANON, (A-16)3

8. Gen. HIROSE, (A-17)3

9. Col, KOMATSUBARA, (A-18);
10, Gen. AMANO, (A-21); -
11. Lt, KAWAMOTO, Col, SHIMAMOTO, (A-24);
12, Gen. NISHI, (A-25);
13, Count UCHIDA, (A-30);
12, Adm. OSUMI, (A-3)} et al

Also, certificate and photostat of original letter of
transmittal.

Analyst: Capt. Phelps Doc. No, 911



INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

Doc. No. 904 ~ Date: 19 Merch 1946
' ANALYSIS OF DOCUM™NTARY EVIDNNCE

DESCRIPTION OF LTTLCHED DCOUMTNT.

Title 2nd Neture: FHandwritten records of Privy Council Meet-
ing (including a revort by Foreign Minister SHIDEHARA on the China
Problem).

Date: 7 Oct 1931 Original (X) Copy ( ) Languege:! Japenese

Has it been trenslated? Yes ( ) ¥No (X)
Has it been photostated? Yes ( ) No (X)

LOCATION OF ORIGIJAL {2lso WITNESS if epplicadle) es of :

Document Division
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Privy Council /’
PERSOFS IMPLICATED: _rggz_wlrgm,ms_zgggz_—{i';‘j _i&mm. Jire,
CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APFLICABLE:

Waginz aggressive warfare.

SUMMARY OF RTLEVANT POINTS (with page references):
The firet part concerns an iLustrian-Jepenese Trade Asreement.

The second part (pp 19 ) contains a report hy Foreisn Minister
SHIDEEARE on the Meachuriszn Incident end on the Resolution of the
Lergue on Seotember X0, 1931 in particuler. (Analyst's Note: This
resolution nnted the Jzpanese intention to withdraw troops s rapid-
ly es prssidble.)

Privy Councillor KANEKQ mede the following inquiry:

1. Is it true that the delegnte at Geneva, YOSHIZAWA, stated
thet the disprtching of Jepenese troops into Manchuris did not stem
from en intention of the Government, but wes only a stronz measure
from the side of the Military?

2. According to the 'Advertiser! the Foreisn Minister odbjected
to the atztement by the Commender, HONJO. Is this true?

Doc. No. 904
Pege 1



Doec. ¥o., 904, Page 2, SUMMARY Cont'd.

"3. 1If one looks at, the development of the Manchurian prob~
lem, one is led to the consideration that the present incident is
to be settled between Jevan and China and is not such a problem as
to be a concern of the Leaguz. Fowever, it is said that our dele-
gate, YOSHIZAYA, abandoned the richt to vote in the Council nf the
League. . Hos the Woreiga Minister agreed to -this? "(pp 40 and 41)

SHIDEHA2Ra answered the second inquiry with "No", He added:
"as for tha first point, it is not true that our delezage YOSHIZAWA
said thet the diapatch of troops into Manchuria was not known to
the Japarese Governmert and was only a strong meesure of the mili-
tery." (p 42)

Mo the third point, he arswered that the voting right was fore-
gone hy YCSHIZAWA ouly because he had not yet received his govern—
ment'e instructions regerding the action to be taken to the Council's
resolution. (pp 43 =nd 44.)

Privy Councillor KANEKO criticizes SEIDFEARA for having fellen
into the trap set by China, nemely, to bring the matter befors the
League 2nd evoid direct negotistions (pp 44-47). SHIDTHARA gtates
that he had always wanted to settle the matter by direct negotiatione
and hed no intention of settline the matter devending on the League.
{pp 47 and 48)

An inquiry by Privy Councillor KURODA regsrding the fzct that
meny Chinese gradvates of the Japanese Military Academy later beceme
leaders of enti-Jepanese grouns in China is r~nswersd by Wer Minias-
ter, MIVAMI. He states thet the policy of the Military academy in
this respect will romein unchanged, since the problem of co-opera-
tion with China is .10re importaat then any restriction on the ad-
migsion of Chinese students to the Zcademy. (pp 69-71)

Privy Councillor ISMII inquired as follows:

"Rogerding the Manchurian Incident, I requested the other day
en explenation concerning the f=ct that the Commander dispatched
one unit of the Koresn army into Menchuria, carrying out en inde-
pendent decision. The snawer received from the War Minister was
that he rether encouraged the execution of such an indep~ndent de-
cision. Since this increesed my doubts, I repesrt my inquiry in
this matter. As I etated before, I understend that the Commender of
the Korean Army advenced troops as fer as the frontier on the 19th,

Doc. No. 904
Pzge 2



Doc. No. 904, Page 3, SUMMARY Cont'd

following immediately the outbresk of the incident =t midnight of
the 18th, 2nd thet he farther acvanced his troops across the
frontier into Mauchuris on the 2lst without consulting the Chief

of the Genersl Steff and withosut Imperial sporoval. (p 72) In-
courrgement of such an arbiirnry action belongs to the time of war-
fare and is mot to0 ke aivised in peaceful times. If not, it would
bring 2hout very serinus conssauences such as question of infringe~
ment uvon tho prarosative end dipiometic troubles. For imstence,
we hed 2 s~risus protlem of iafrinsement upon the prersgative con-
cerning the Iondou reaty lasy year. The arbitrary dispatch of
trooos tu & foreig :ond by the Commendor of the Korean Army seems
to me sucther question of the same kind. This kind of action should
nevar bs encouraged. (p 73) In spite of the statement made by the
Premier tha% ther» 1+ 20 discord in the Cabinet, I doubt if there
is no discord totreen the goverament and the militery, or et least
betweon the ceutral znd local military officials. If vou have not
arrived 2t the finel conclusion cnncerning this point, I do not
ark you to make an snswer today.

"But, first of all, I request your explanation in connection
with the militery Ccmmander's arbitrery dispetch of troops to a
foreign lend. I request you to define whether it is a matter to be
encoureged or to be instructed. (p 74)

"From the beginning of this incident, I have been much worried
ebout the lack of complete understandinz bhetween the civil and mil-
itsry officisls. Generally speaking, the aword and the pen should-
be the two wheels of a wegon. Perfect communication is necessary
between the Foreign Ministry and the War Minietry. If there should
be & lack of urderatendine betveen the two —— if, for instence, the
militery should preiomineate —- the country will be ruined through
diplomscy by the militery clique And the militery government. How-
ever, I am sorry to say thet this worry of mine seems to have come
true. At the last Council, Councillor KANFKO expressed his opinion
that it is very regrettable thert Chine got the better of Japen in
making propagenda to the League of Nations. We hezr thet the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs vroclaimed 2 statement on the 24th, be-
ceuse in-the boginning he wes not informed of the Japanese military
movem~nts in Manchuria. (p 75)

"The communicstion between Japen proner and Manchuria is in
perfect order, but the communication between the Foreign Office and

Doc. No. 904
. Page 3
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Doc. No. 904, Pege 4, SUMMARY Cont'd

the War Office meems to be insufficient. In the present incident,
a large =rmy is not moved ag it was in the Russo-~Japanese War,
therefore every militery movement must have been reported instent—
ly tn the War Minister. Therefore, it is the more regrattable
that the proclamation of the ststement was much deleyed, making
Jepsn's position in the League of Netions more or less disadvan—~
tegeous. If the steatement would have proclaimed a little earlier,
it would have brought more favorsble.consequences. (p 7€)

"Pherefore, I would like to ask the War Minister if he trans-
fers all the reporte which come to him and which have something to
do with the Forelen Ministry without any delay to the Foreien 0f-
fice. ;

" Is the official instructioz by the Commander HONJO a fact?
and is the content of the inatruction the seme with whet sppeared
in the newsveper?!

War Minister MINAMI: .

"We shzll not discuss for the time being whether an arbitrary
measure should be restricted to the field of battle or not. At any
rate, the dispatch »f tronps to 2 foreien land is aot arbitrary dut
outrageous. (p 7?7) However, in this specific came, the movement
nf the Korean Army hes a foundetion to support it. For it was in-
cluded in the plan of militaryv operations,sanctioned by the 8hief
of the Generasl Staff, thet the Xorean Army would sdvence to Man-
churia in crse of emergency. BPut it'was only 2 plan, and an order
mist be issued before actually starting an action. The Korean
Army which wes waiting for orders on the frontier on the 19th, ad-
venced into Manchurie on the 21st without reeeivine sny order to
thet effect. It was because the main force of the Mukden Army hed
advenced to Changelun and Xilin, leaving Mukden in the hand of
scanty troops. And as there wes a danger of Chinese troops meking.
2 counter-attack, the Cormander-in-Chief recognized the tenseness,
admitting no further delay and dispatched his troops on his awn
resporsibility. (p 78) It is true thet there was esn omission of
procedure, dbut it is not so serious as an infringement on the pre-
rogetive. If there was no previous sanction of the operation plan,
and if it were in the pesce-time, it would have bheen outragenus,
However, when the situation at that time is teken into consideration,
there is some foundation for the move. The Chief of the General
Steff revorted to the Throne, viewinz the matter in the same light.

Doe. No. 904
Poge 4
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Doc. No. 904, Page 5, SUMMARY Cont'd

; "As to the liaison brtween the War Office and the Torrien Of-
fice, I think nnthing is left to be desired. Concerning the out-
break of the incid-nt at midnight of the 18th, I received a revort
before eight o'eclock on the 19th morning snd made a report at the
Cabinet Mertinz that morning. I[n ordinary times, we often hold a
liaison conference hetween the nfficials of the Foreien and the War
Offices, where all the information is exchanged. Therefore, I do

- not think there ig a lack of understending. The Government's in-
structions to our delasgete to the League nf Natinns Conference wes
delayed 2nd recched him on the 24th, hecause there war something to
be investigated before sending the instructions.Between the military
and the dispatched officials there is a fairly geood communicetion.
However, s a minority was fighting against & majority, existence
of a few cases of n:gligence should be admitted.

Myith regerd to Commander HONJO's gtrtement, I will answer
yrur question when the whnle texts arrives by telegram.®

Analyst: STEINER Doc. No. 504
Page ©
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INTERNATTONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doc. No. 1025 28 March 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
DESCRIPTION OF ATTAGHED DUCUMENT,

Titls znl Nature: Chinese Report on Japanese Attacks
in MANCETRIA.

Date: S=p 1231 Original (xCopy ( )Language: Chinese

Has it beon tronslated? | Yes () Mo (x)
Has it been photostated? Yes ( ) No (x)

LOCATION CF ORTGINAL (aljo ™ITNESS if applicable) as of:

Document Division

SOURCE OF ORICYNAL: War Minystry
PERSONS IMPLICATED: DOIHARA\, Takashi and HONJO, Shigeru
CRIMES TO "HICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE:

Aggresslve warfare in MANCHURIA

SUMMARY OF RELLEWANT ECINTS (with page references)i’
These two volumag wowra procured by Japanese working

in the Japan=se Le:cati &t Peking. The first volume is

called "Demage Caused by The Japanese Forces on the

North Pelting Deilway®. It contains an account of the

attacks of the Japanese rforces (especially air forces)

against the raliwny between 1O September and 20 October 1931,

The secoa? vnlume is called "Occupation of MANCHURIA
by the Japanese Forces'.

A Jetter of YOWIC. Shigesi Comvander in Chie® of the
KUANTUNG arxy dated 2 September 1931 is summarized as
follows:

"Chinese forfes destroyed a part of the South
Menchurian Railway at HANK-YANG at 10:30 P, M., 18
"September ©31 and e2lso attacked the Japanese Garrison.

The Jepanese forces will retaliate if such incidents con-
tinue to occur.!

Doc. No. 1025
Page 1
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Doc. No. 1025, Page 2, SUMMARY CONT'D

The Japanese forces attacked HANK-YANG: on 18 September
1931 and established a military government there headed by
0010 DOIH&"‘;BA. (po 1"4)-

Here follow desecripticns of attacks made by the
Japanese in other localities, in view of which the Chinese
%over?ment decided to appeal to the League of Nations.

Pe 9.0

The League of Nations asks for cessation of hostilities.
(ps £0) and confer¢nces are held which are fruitless.,

2

5]
g
()

1%

v

Analyst: « Wilds Doc. No. 1025

Page 2
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