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Academic Freedom and Responsibility

As is known to all, it has been 2500 years since the idea of academic
freedom began in ancient Greek period. During many periods, academic free-
dom suffered crackdowns from religion, government and many other aspects.
However, as a basic rights of scholars, it is still their patron saint which they
argued to stive for. This indicates the great value of it. If we make a sort of the
value system of academic activities in practice, we can find academic free-
dom has a priority value position compared to academic efficiency, academic
democracy ., academic justice and other values.

Academic practice i1s a kind of relational activity. It is always limited
interfered , enforced by its relational object, such as government. society

™

and their own academic organizations. Therefore, academic freedom, as the

concrete form of freedom, can be interpreted from negative level, which re-
fers to the elimination of improper limitation, interference, enforcement to
academic activities imposed by government . society and academic organiza-
tions. Of course, scholars enjoy negative academic freedom just means that
they have larger space and scope to select and create in academic activities,
thus artificially limiting scholars’ academic game rules is reduced to lower
state. However, this does not fully shows that scholars have academic free-
dom, complete academic freedom means scholars can make free choice . de-
cision in the larger free space according to their own subjective will. So, aca-
demic freedom includes meaning of the positive level.

Although the academic freedom has some general characteristics of free-

dom, but as a specific form of freedom, it has its own personal ethical charac-
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teristics. Academic freedom equality embodies in the identity equality, op-
portunity equality of the practice of academic freedomm , opportunity equality
of resource distribution. Of course the equality is just valid before the system |
within certain scope. It is just opportunity equality of every scholars, a kind
of formal equality, not a necessary substantive equality. Academic freedom
has limitation, epistemology of knowledge decides the limitation. Meanwhile,
learning is always subject to certain politics, economy and culture, which al-
so decides the limitation of academic freedom.

Academic freedom has a universal value. It concerns with the scholars’
academic life happiness and the public welfare. So, seeking the rationality of
academic freedom has become a problem. The rationality of academic freedom
primarily lies in the epistemology of knowledge autonomy , utilitarianism theo-
ry of knowledge and moral concensus reached by the academic related inter-
ests.

Academic freedom is the precondition of scholars’ academic practice,
the inherent requirements of the scholars. But the moral value of implemen-
ting academic freedom is decided by academic responsibility. Only exercising
the academic freedom rights but ignoring the corresponding academic respon-
sibility is bound to be a kind of immoral academic practice. Therefore, explo-
ring academic responsibility theory is necessary.

The concept of responsibility is the key category in the ethics system,
which can be understood from exercising responsibility and undertaking re-
sponsibility. Kant’s responsibility thought is the most typical of the “tradition-
al ethics” , and Jonas’s responsibility ethics is the most representative of the
“new ethics” . Academic responsibility is the core moral problems of the
scholars in the economy knowledge society, the moral object including people
and things. In terms of the relationship of the subject and the object, academ-
ic responsibility at least includes scholars’ responsibility to knowledge and so-
ciety. With regard to the form of responsibility, it includes the moral level
legal level and institutional level. At the same time, academic responsibility

as a basic moral concept in academic practice, is a different category from

o
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academic obligation.

Academic responsibility is the core of the scholars’ ethical life, so aca-
demic responsibility pursues the unity of truth and goodness, self-discipline
and heteronomy. The basis of academic responsibility is reasonable, as a
scholar, the diversity of human nature is the potential moral basis of academic
responsibility. Academic responsibility is also the moral pursuit of academic
practice, but also the moral guarantee of scholars’ self value realization.

Since academic freedom and academic responsibility both are the core of
academic ethics, whether there is order or not in value between the two. With
regard to this, there are two kinds of basic viewpoints in the academic world,
respectively are the theory of responsibility first and right first. Academic
freedom is a universal tool for academic practice. Unlimited freedom in prac-
tice always has a “bad” side, which may contribute to the value orientation of
individualism, which may lead to the academic dictatorship, and even some
free study and application of the knowledge may have disastrous consequences
for human beings. So the limitation of freedom has universal rationality. In
fact, academic freedom and academic responsibility are the relationship be-
tween two sides. Freedom is the premise to fulfill and assume responsibility,
at the same time, responsibility is the key for scholars to enjoy academic free-
dom.

The academic responsibility’s complement needs two dimentions of insti-
tution and morality. Perfect academic institution needs such as the justic, or-
der and efficiency at least. Acholars, moral quality including wisdom loyality
and love is a basic goodness which can ensure the realization. of academic re-

sponsibilty.
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