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1. The Lark and Her Young Ones
By Mary Louise Frienels

Joyfully, swiftly, the lark soared upward into the cloud-
less blue sky above the wheat field. The song which burst
from her throat was as sweet as the morning air, and as fresh
as the ripening stalks of wheat beneath her.'

The farmer stopped working in his fields below and lift-
ed his head to listen. His wife came to the doorway and
smiled to hear the song of the lark, which rippied and swelled
with the joy of summertime.

The little larks were safe in their nest, hidden deep down
in the wheat field.> During the day, the growing wheat shel-
tered them from the hungry eyes of the hawk above. And at
night, the wandering evening breeze rustled a lullaby through
the green stalks.’ The lark could sing without a care—until
the wheat was ripe.*

Summer day followed summer day. As she soared above
the wheat field, the mother lark saw that the green of the
wheat was starting to deepen into gold. When the grain was
fully ripe for the harvest, she would move her young larks.

One morning as she sang, the lark saw that the field be-
neath her was as golden as the sun above.Soon the sharp-
ened sickles would flash through the ripened wheat.’

Swooping down tc her nest, the lark found that her ba-
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bies were twittering and fluttering in great fright. That morn-
ing the farmer had come with his son to view the wheat.

“Our grain is ripe for the harvest,” the farmer had told
his son. " Make haste to tell all our good neighbors to come
early on the morrow. We need their help to reap the wheat.”

The mother lark calmed the twitterings and cuirpings of
her young ones. “ Each summer day as I sang aloft,” she said,
“1 have watched the wheat ripen. I have long known we must
move beftore the time of reaping.

“But you may sleep without fear tonight in this nest.If
the farmer waits for the help of his neighbors, the grain will
be here still on the morrow.”

The next day again dawned hot and bright, and the
farmer came early to the field, lookingfor his neighbors. He
called. but there was no answer, save the rustling of a sudden
breez: through the grain.’

The farmer lifted the heavy head of a stalk of wheat in
his hand. " See how it bursts with ripeness,” he said to his
son. " We must not lose another day. As long as we cannot
depend on our neighbors to help us, we must call upon our
relatives.

*Go quickly. my son!  Call upon your cousins and un-
cles. every one, and bid them sharpen their sickles. For to-
morrow. at lhe~ first light of dawn, they must meet here for
the harvest.”

The young larks were frantic with fear as they awaited
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the return of their mother.

When, at last, she came gliding down from the sky, the
young larks begged her to take them to a safer place at once.

The mother bird smoothed her feathers and cocked a
wise eye at the young larks.

“ Peace, my young ones,” she chirped. “ Calm your
fears. You will find that the relatives prove no better help
than the neighbors.’ For the uncles and cousins will not
sharpen their sickles to harvest the grain of the farmer. They
have harvesting of their own to do.

“Come,” she told them gently. “ You may rest here
safely. It i1s my promise that no harm shall befall you on the
morrow.®”

When all the young larks were sheltered beneath her
loving wings, she added seriously, “But tomorrow you must
listen carefully to what the farmer says.”

The next morning, while the lark was flying in search of
food, the farmer came as before. He found the grain ready to
fall from overripeness, but never a cousin or an uncle had
appeared to help with the harvesting.l

The farmer said to his son, “It is certain that we cannot
depend on our neighbors or relatives to help us. Let us go at
once and sharpen our own sickles. And at dawn tomorrow,
we shall harvest our grain.”

Later, the frightened young larks told their mother what
they had heard.

O, 3 SR



“Then, indeed, it is time to be off! ” she cried. “If the
farmer has decided to do his work himself, the grain will be
cut without further delay.”

So the mother lark moved her young ones out of the
wheat field. And the next day, the farmer and his son har-
vested the wheat.

New Words
joyfully['dzoifulli] adv. He5Hb; Ktk
swiftly['swiftli] adv. REEH#E; 5N 3 i
lark[lazk] ». BRHMF (M=% Y
soar[sa:] vi. HK; EHH 4
ripen['raipan] ve. {88 fd BB
stalk[stok] n.  (BEAHPN) EZE
beneath[bi'ni:0] prep. - (GE) FH&E KT
ripple['ripl] vi. R4A®; LR
swell[swel] vi. HA K. kK
nestlnest] n. ;%N
shelter{'{elta] n. BRkAL; HrBEAb HERK
hawk[ho:k] n. &
breeze[brizz] n. X,
rustle['rasl] ve. WY {Em
lullabyl'Inlabail n. 45 %6975 & (B R 7S TEIBR9 WA )
P AR th '
sickle['sikl] n. k7]
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swoop[swuzp] vi. Kb BRI (F5EE)
twitter['twita] vi. (1%)REmE Y
flutter['flata] vi. #HRE; HM
hastelheist] n. #F&; &
make haste 11
reaplrizp] ve. Y E WeEk
chirptfa:p] ve. (%) mem sty
aloft[o'loft] adv. & & i M b
morrow['morou] n. XH;®H
dawnl[domn] vi. BB
relative['relativ] n. ¥E@E; ER
cousin['kazn] n. # (FF) 7% & (EFE) HHk
bid[bid] vz. &4 Mt
frantic[ frentik] a. (HAR. &HF ERTHREAF) B8 REM
i
await[o'weit] ve. Z4, WFF
cocklkok] vr. (BREE.WHENI%M)EE BF
befalllbi'forl] ve. &%k bs BETF
delay[di'lei] n. B 3R #R

Language Points
1. The song which burst from her throat was as sweet as the morning
air, and as fresh as the ripening stalks of wheat beneath her.
Mot MR R R KA MR B RN ZE R EE, R BT
TET F) LE 7 LR AR /N3 HE — o 6 1
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. The little larks were safe in their nest, hidden deep down in the
wheat field.
/NE R SE MR EDRIER I R,
. And at night, the wandering evening breeze rustled a lullaby
through the green stalks.
BB PR R % €2 1) /N B2 4 R L R 75
. The lark could sing without a care—until the wheat was ripe.
/INEE LRI, 5 4 AT LA TG AR O SR A
. Soon the sharpened sickles would flash through the ripened wheat.
B B iR 71 BIKE £ U T /N BN TN R
. He called, but there was no answer, save the rustling of a sudden/
breeze through the grain. .
g & (H AL BR 1 AR RERURE S BHRUR U A i S 3 T
EI)=
. Calm your fears.You will find that the relatives prove no better help
than the neighbors.
HE TR, TENK RS R IR A2 A s 4 .
. It is my promise that no harm shall befall you on the morrow.

HARIE, KR 2A # E R BRI18, B



2. Twelve Second of History
By Daisy M. Jones and J. Louis Coéper

Winter had come to North Carolina. Near the little
town of Kitty Hawk. a cold wind blew from the ocean and
across the brush and sand along the shore. The date was De-
cember 17, 1903.

At their camp a short distance from Kill Devil Hill,
Wilbur and Orville Wright rose early. This was the day they
had chosen to try out their flying machine and the gasoline
engine and propeller they had built for it.'! The wind was
strong, and the weather was not good. However, before
they returned home to Ohio, Wilbur and Orville Wright
wanted to learn whether their machine would work. They
wanted to know whether it would fly, whether it could be
safely controlled in the air, and whether it was strong enough
to stand the shock of landing. > < he 5T v

The Wright brothers had spent many years preparing
for this test. They had studied about air, and they had exper-
imented with different kinds of wings for airplanes. They had
built gliders and had made hundreds of flights in them. Each
time, they had learned more about flying and about controi-
ling a glider. But they had never flown an airplane powered
by an engine.’ No one had ever dene that.

At about ten—thirty in the morning. everything was



ready. The airplane, its two thin wings shaking in the
25—mile—per—hour wind, was placed on a narrow track
made of wood.* Orville, who was to make the first flight, lay
across the lower wing, facing the front of the airplane.’ His
hands held tight to the controls. Wilbur held a thin wire that
was to keep the airplane in place until the engine raced fast
enough to carry the airplane along the wooden track. ¢

The engine was started. Wilbur held tight to the wire
while he steadied the wing at the same time. Suddenly he let
go the wire that held the airplane, and the airplane started
along the track. ‘

When the airplane had traveled about 40 feet, Orvilie
moved the controls. Little by little, the airplane lifted into
the air. It skimmed along about 10 feet above the ground as
Orville struggled with the controls to keep the wings level.
The airplane flew for 12 seconds and traveled 120 feet before
it settled back to the earth.

Wilbur and Orville Wright were overjoyed. Their
airplane actually had flown! The long years of hard work
and study had brought success. The Wright brothers had be-
come the first men to fly in an airplane powered by an
engine.

Later that day Orville Wright made one more flight,
and Wilbur made two flights. On the fourth flight the
airplane stayed in the air for 59 seconds and covered 852
feet. After the final flight, Wilbur later wrote, “We at once
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packed our goods and returned home, knowing that the age
of the flying machine had come at last. ”

Today huge jet airplanes land and take off at airports all
over the world. They streak across continents and oceans at
speeds of over 600 miles per hour. They carry thousands of
passengers for long and short distances every day.

Jet airplanes are much larger, more powerful, and safer
than the little airplane the Wright brothers flew in 1903. But
the same forces that enabled theWright airplane to fly also
keep jet planes in the air.” Some of these forces have to do
with the air that is all around the earth. ®

New Words
second['sekand] n. F(= %5}); %, BEa)

brushlbraf] n. 3 M; M HbHF

shore[fo:] n. ¥

camplkempl n. FHih; EEH#

distance['distons] n. PEES; mAb; i Fy

gasoline['gasali:n] n.  ¥&H

propeller[pra‘pela] n.  (§E4%. KHL L H)) BAER, Hdt 3%
controlllkan‘troul] n.  #:%i; #4A28; v, ¥ R
shock[fok] n.  #dy; ah; whiE

landing['lendin] n.  F 5 Bk Bk B%

winglwin] n. #; kPyLE



glider'glaida] n. ¥ AIHL; ¥ 3h3E ()

power['paua] n. fE7); AR EH viEEI RIS LFHN

enginel'endzin] n. 3% K&l

shake(feik] vi. & vi. Wi Rz

track[trek] n. s A5 2%

flightlflait] n. K %47

tight[tait] . B8 EREHN adv. BEEH

racefreis] n.  (§i%5) Wifis GEFE HI0) =& viggiE &
o FE8R

steady['stedi] vi. & vi. Faf;fE

skim[skim] vr.  $giat; st

settle['setl] vi. {88

overjoyl.ouva'dzoi] ve. (HIEE [HIEH 5%

packlpek] vr. TAT44; #84L: 48 4T (SUORFS)

airport['eapa:t] n.  K#lig

streak[strizk] vi. K1 %M

continent['kontinant] n. AR Kl A ¥

passengerl'pasindzo] n.  FH: KK A

jetldzet] n.  wE K WHL mES

enablefi'neibl] vr. {HEERS; @ K0T BE; LB

Language Points

I. This was the day they had chosen to try out their flying machine
and the gasoline engine and propeller they had built for it.
AT T X — RO KT At 7] B 4 B TR ATHLES, I A 5| R R B
®.



