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ENGLISH IDIOMS AND HOW TO USE THEM
RIOER=



it - 31;03’4/‘ e o
' '-‘ﬁtiimnﬁﬁ

- RIBM&RE y

S




—  eEETRNTe

(n T ol , AR (RKEE) FLTHMREDNG ?

RE (BRE) EXXNEE+  GREEEN—R > KRR
R WEEA SESEREENER - RALEN » B RBRH
ABEERA RAEES - W TEE—4 » "I've been working
since six o'clock this moming, | think I'll call it a day" (%%
ANEBBAATIE » RESEIEBBT o) XPRE call it a day
Bbﬂﬂk&&ilb’ﬁﬂ ! .

Eﬂd’?iﬂ’ﬂlﬁﬂ 3

EENECRE RSB REANLT B DHARAS
—H s BRI  TRETIRAEE—ER - EERE
B % BB She is no chicken.” BT E" RETBMACHER
BEE (WERRIT - | BAEERR—EHR ? LHAEHRE
BB E MR — B : “talk turkey”

RAERETER
AT REREARE  FLRBOECTEOLAEE - R
BR - EREE "Ass about” EERE - WARE  AEETRER
EERNBE  EEOWRTER ? A ERRA - {ERRTTH ?
ERT R 3R R ? %—-ﬁ&?/&?&ﬁi!ﬁwtﬁ ? fR B CATRF R

— ] —



RAXARERK T AR ERRELE !

| A WRKRRES

ST M FERORME - RMIRLIRBEEALNERER 25
%—lﬁﬁkﬁZ& » Mn—EECFERRR (R Mo EREGERK
1 0 # vii H) o LINBhE MR DL ERRE o

ERABOBAKE  LESHMLEERHOANE - BRAMNFE
iEA MEAEFERE] - EBRD RAOVBINMRMBE » RBIRAIEI
AEXT !

- A XINREERER
— FR—FTAR  ABERSMASE  HRAHME » R

ERHERT)  DELFERBHORE -

T ERA  EBER - BRNE  TERRXWHRMME

A : In his speech the Minister did not try to pl.ay down

the difficulties the country is facing.
ES-FEEERY BRMAR  TTFR B RWENRM -
A : Will youturn the radio on, please? | want to hear the
news. "
P SR EFEE FERE - EXHBBRE -
A : | forgot to look over the letter before | signed it,
and did not notice the mistakes.
B> SEEA 0 BEET  HRBRNET LERRE  #—K

Z'BULERFAFL—FR -

Al : It rained cats and dogs all day and we could not

go out. ¥ HKMMZ » RIMEEIH -
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o HE ®

—~ AR 1,500 & BB R RIS 5 SRS ME 0 8 1 A TER
ZREE » AP » mEAE (Colours) » AMBREEE (Food
and Cooking) » 548 (Parts of Body) %%3t&41+% 3
RBLSEE KB FEREF » WA -

> ARMERG !%?F*I!ﬁ&&?@ﬂﬁ&iﬁﬁim-fﬁg
¥ FAEBESBRRLR  BREFRERENA » LA
BUENEEORBELRE

= AENRE BREREA  hXBE 0 REESNES
MO~ 4 FRE—BEAKKEE - '
%~ G—Mxz8  KHEANE  NAPEDA -

A~ WRMAEEIRS] » LIEH | Fom WO E6E » KBEX
FREFHF » LS o

£ ABFERBOTEEAS A J. Worrall 573 » D. G. Sawer
FiETRY “English Idioms for Foreign Students” % “More
English Idioms for Foreign Students”™ o



— @ TR (BERS) e—

RERLEE %R BREFEOA  EARKBENRRTRLE
REREE o K RAVFTHE RAYSUIRHT 6 (X BLEE 8 A SR M 3L RO %Y
B OHRER ORERE COFA¥YE GFEYE-

idiom (EE) #n idiomatic (IBAHY) EMEFHBROFET
EEAY s HBARER [HHEM] (peculiar) R &7/
(individual) e REEHH R » B E—EHARTRE » LB AMHERR
BT - RMEES—BE T BLABARFOMEL  AHSHE
AT A B » REBRIGERR » BRAKEZEEAN » BGF
(89E] 88 TR RUPRRLAEEOAT | [BW] (HIE
JEf T3 BA) » MEEES] TESILERRMIE MR ) -

LEURCHEAME—EEZR» HNELETE (XFH) RS
A KHETTLGERER © BTREE » HRBREFESTR  BEE
BEAFRRFEHEROES  FRBHERGRZHPEA—EFIER
By » B0 bed of roses, birds of a feather, black list, dark
horse, read between the lines, toe the line.

F-EREHRER  DAREBEOEHRR s BREAEERS
AT T AL A BIRRAE R BB % > filn : all my eye, burn one's
fingers, stretch one’s legs, take heart, pay thfough the nose, down
in the mouth% o

N S



B—EERUNE  HANFEERRKEMRMTRATE MR
RESEER BN THE] » ShERNFERNERSTRAZ—

% look EEFAER TFIRFHIRE -

look after, look ahead,

look on, look like, look into, look, out, look over, look to, look up,
look oneself. o i make EEFWAAHAESHE » WETEGTZ

R o

RTERRE A LI LB LATE » MRLAR—BAFKRE
Fa o HELBTRNT R  BREETEORRERET2FM &

RR R A I R AT o

TEAS_-+% MZiEl FrRA BB/ A EBSREHERE)
EEEEERE—/IBRORE  FEREEHBZE REEHEDN
%% » A idiomatic #9555 » AFA unidiomatic B G

IDIOMATIC
according to

accord with
acquaint with
adverse to

aim to prove
among themselves
angry with (a person)
as regards
authority on

cannot help talking
comply with

UNIDIOMATIC

according with
accord to
acquaint to
adverse against
aim at ploving
among one another

angry at (a person)

as regards to
authority about
cannot help but talk
comply to

IDIOMATIC

conform o, with
correspond to (a thing)
desirous of

identical with

in accordance with
prefer (one) to (another)
prior to

superior to

unequal to

UNIDIOMATIC

conform in

correspond with (a thing)
desirous to

identical to

in accordance to

prefer (one) over (another)
prior than

superior than

unequal for



—0 IETEEEFERREE @—

ABN—IRBREZ K - B — B F RS BIRIFAIIEREMOE AR

g ¥ —8ME ] (in general use) » thgtRBIEMIEH
RERFFEBEERIIL o

P 5 T ERBETRaEM | (proverbs and proverbial ex-
pressions) 1@ & M RE R —REEE o

f L MERKE] (formal idioms) TS @ MREHKFERI
BAIERMEM -

C RS IE 5 S 5 A, ke Ul #838 J (colloquial idioms) »
BERELELRERT AT BERE—MILBEER
TSR35 -

s f [{BEE] (slang idioms) » i i RIEHARIERKE+ »
SH RS 1y B R — AR EA ‘

-

IRFBEE LS ES (N EEN R TI2QuPIERSEE, WRR
B WY R FT TREMEA ] (MIEXIL
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FI\En
FILE
F1E

81
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*51

- B& -5 fe3
Ky 30

pEfh e42

TEFF » KEMBEE 053
BEPHER 067

i l1e79

BHH811 ¢ 103
Bk FI /N 0121

B 135

T o148

Ask—Close o 169
Come—Get o192

Give—Let @ 216

Live—Put e 243
Ring—Step e 270
Stick—Work 289

7| ® 311
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—B—QBERE TR
B REIR S RIEBVER ©

Aaugh! You hit below the belt.
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ANIMALS, INSECTS, BIRDS, FISH

ass about s

ass about with s

an ass ¢

make an ass of ¢
oneself

badger ¢

as blind as a bat c

TRBREFX
Those boys are not working; they are just
assing about.

BEBTFARLLE » MBLEENZME o

FRAREACARBAZE ; BEBEELY
Don’t ass about with the television; you'll break it.
FARRERE  FABTFAT o

FABA

Look what you're doing, you silly
ass; you're spilling your tea!
MERIER AR » FRBSER S RBHIKT !

BLERE BEXS
He was not used to public speaknig

and made a complate ass of himself.
LA BER AP » REEMEH o

@ LIMERRREREA
If you badger him long enough I'm

sure he'll agree.
ERAELAS  RDEEL—ENRE -

RAHFERE
Without my glasses I'm as hllnd as a bat.

ass.(es) B8 badger ["bzdz>) #§ bat [bat) ¥

o St



W » SRR T R—8

have bats in the s maEaE  H—RE (FERAGE (HER] )
belfry Don't take any notice of his theories;
" he's got bats in the belfry.
BIER(H—3E (BERR) 5 MRS ARG R o

be bats(or batty) s ®irm
If you think I'm going to lend you
money, you must be bats.
MRFURRAEBREN » (R— BB o

abear g HEMMBRMRBETLZA
That old man is a bear; he's always
grumbling.
WEATRARR » LREBEAE -

be like a bear ¢ WwEmAR; AT

with a sore head - What's wrong with you today?
‘You're like a bear with a scre head!
REKEREN 7 MR BRERSE |

abeast g MENAE BRZA; 8Z
Just look at the way he treats his
wife! He's a beast
BEMBAUETOMRE | ES5E%
(jokingly) Give me one of your
sweets; don't be a beastl
41 % 4 o1=F )] ﬁaj-ﬁ“ s AR |
make a beast of ¢ REesm :
oneself The man made a beast of himself

and left nothing for his companions.
mw\nwaauﬁm R RERER

abee g %' RE (—EIfrmaN)
The women of the village are having

belfry (“bellr1) (ff) B8  bear (ber) f&  beast (bist] B



as busy as a bee €

have a bee in €
one's bonnet

make a bee-line ¢
for

beef ¢

beef (about) s

beefy ¢

abird s

bonnet (‘banit) ¥

¥—-% B R& R A 5

a sewing bee tonight.
SRARNB LA BRNTE o

E '

Whenever they have. guests for

dinner she's as busy as a bee all day long.
fePEMEE AT AR » % O RES B
itk e

e BBt E—HW

Since he became treasurer of the club he has
had a bee in his bonnet about economy.

A% T ABMOREZ % » kTR EH—
m °

mERARRRERES

As soon as | got to the party | made
a bee-line for the bar.
R-ARERNFEATLLE o

wnh K
He can lift it alone; he's got plenty of beef.

| R HRK  ~BEAEESTEEK

(Complain about) 78 ; BPE
Stop beefing about your headache
and get on with your work!’
TN BIR RN > TIEM |

W|AtRY ; MARHEN

You're a beefy chap; you don’t need

a porter for your luggage.
ﬂ'&ﬁllﬂﬂd\ﬂ(? * ﬁﬁﬁs‘&ﬁﬂﬁ@“ﬁzﬁ °

23 KWK
Bill is taking his bird to the pictures tomght

EHAREMMMN LMK ERENY

beel (bif) 4§



abirdinthehand p SWFMAW; FTE—-BRPRHA-KL

is worth two in the
bush

the bird is(or has) f
flown

give(an actor) the s
bird

birds of a feather p

- flock together

kil! two birds with p
one stone

a little bird told ¢
' me

ablrd of passage f

If you invest this money you might

make a fortune; but a bird in the

hand is worth two in the bush.

;ﬁml'.ﬁ#i&i L HE—E  BERSBRM
° &

ARBE WX (W) HABENEE
When the police arrived to make the
arrest, the bird had flown.
BFREFEBAR » EAEBEZXX o

WE (GRA) ; fERR; WPIR

When he forgot his lines the audience
gave him the bird.

REEFRSRT » BURERIUE o

L 17t B

You say his fiancée is also a poet?
Well » birds of a feather flock together.
RRDEREERERA?

2P PLUER o

—GSn  —Bmis

| killed two birds with one- stone by going
to the bank on my way to the shops.
RPERMANESWEER T RT » —BWE o

APWABRE

A little bird told me your wife is
expecting a baby.
BRAEKKRRET o

&N R—BAFER—#AAR

~ He was a bird of passage until he

bush (buf) WAE
feather ('{cd2) A€

flown (flon) (pp. of {ly)Rt
passage (’peesids) #:8



a bird's-eye view g
a bitch s

like a bull ina ¢
china shop

~

: i
likearedragtoa ©
bull

take the bull by g
the horns

have butterflies c
in one’s stom[\ach

view (vju) Rk BRA
china (‘tfaina) Rt
hora Chorn) $§f8

ﬁ"ﬁ 'ﬂ*\ E.\ » R 7

married and bought a house.
hEEER  HARTE RTHBFIETH.

REER ; KK

You get a good bird’s-eye view of the town
from the top of the church tower.
HBEMEE » RATMERZR 0 — B -

WRMTA  BER BiIA

She canbe a bitch when she thinks
she is being treated unfairly.
—EEAREHURAT » MuESERE

RATBERER

The workman stamped around the

kitchen like a bull in a china shop.
BTAERFEEFENN iR —BAFMARS
WA

mEaRE

To a bank manager, carelessness in money
matters is ilke a red rag to a bull.

BELB  HOKE » ERTEEEA  KAR—%
HEASFMILA -

EREETARE  QREFTER

He decided to take the bull by the
horns and confess to the police.
R S 0K - I o

ETARKAENER

| had butterfiles in my stomach for an hour or
so before | was dus to make my speech.
ERBRFEZ N REBRBT KO /MR o

bitch (‘bitf) ¥ » HR  bull (bul) ~t4
rag (reg) s
butterfly (‘bate,flar) &gk



caif-love £ R puppy-love
the straw that g EFBREFOBREY ; B8 0E > RAREX
breaks the camel’s & RIUBNAE o

back When he told me the difficult job had to be
finished by noon, it was the straw that breaks
the camel's back.
fUERBREBESBEEPFZ TR » RAREBR

Ky o
play catand ¢ 2% ; ERmMTHZN BMELNBRRTEORET
mouse with The police played cat and mouse with the

gang in the hope of catching them all at once.
WL THRER ] BTN IMER » HE X
AT —BITE o

acat s momEE- SABRBENTA
Don't listen to her gossip; she’s a cat.

- FEMMERE mREELEA o
acat may lockat p eIERSHHABTURBEOBE

a king He is only the office-boy but we should listen
3 to what he says. A cat may look at a king.
ERMUEE—EIX AP LEEERLRLTE ;

ENEE AT LR o
not (enough) room. & IS B » MR
to swing a cat After w2 had got all our furniture into the flat,

there wasn’t enough room to swing a cat.
ROEFERASRI IS & FERNSORBRY
HT o

the cat (or the s hR®W; EERRBEALRAFHET (Bhem
cat-o’-nine tails) FEBMmR)

The Captain sentenced him to ten

strokes of the cat.

AR At 988 o

straw (stro) %% » &Z# ‘ camel (‘kaml!) %E¢
swing (swin) #&#8 » f&W

s

4



let the cat out of
the bag

wait for the cat
to jump (or see
which way the
cat will jump)

rain cats and

dogs

a cat-and-dog
life
a cat-burglar

catty

chicken

w—0 Y RE. R A9

AREE

Their engagement was to be a secret but the
ring on her finger let the cat out of the bag.
L @ASTIER A+ % » TTRMFE EAREN
EEEBERBRT ° g

Bmars
Cautious politicians always wait for the cat to
jump before agreeing to any proposal.

BERNBARERARE MRBZN - RELEREW
BH—F&o

HEXW
It rained cats and dogs all day and
we could not go out.

% RARGRE » EBRMMEISH

(exBRiErE) {BEYR

They have led a cat-and-dog life
ever since they were married.
fﬂﬂ?&ﬂﬂ#ﬁ%ﬁZﬁﬂﬂ#W%f

Rig; RLRBERXETEROMR

The robbery in the top flat was

obviously the work of a cat-burglar.
BEERHEBNEER  BAERBHRNAE -

- HERR ARRN

Don't be catty; it's none of your
business where she gets her clothes.
PSR ARKONGE 5 Ay 2R AR IR A ©

NN RS
"His frisnds said hz was chicken when

he refused to take part in the rcbbery.
RS E2mEA » FAXWRR ) -

bag (bzg) ¥  jump (dsAmpJ X  burglar (‘bagla) $ER

LSS, 75 B4 ARPDFIE L www. ertongbook.



