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" Abstract

Sino - Japanese relations have been extremely intricate since ancient times. During
modern times, Japan had done unforgettable harm to China; in contemporary era, Ja-
pan has been one of the most important focuses of Chinese foreign affairs. As the Chi-
nese saying goes, “When people are perplexed, they should study history to search
their answers; when people can’t see the future clearly, they should also turn to history
for help. ” In order to build long term stable and healthy Sino — Japan relations, it
makes immeasurable academic value and important practical significance to explain Jap-
anese views towards China and the characteristics and general rules of Japanese actions
since the ancient and modern times.

This project, based on basic views and approaches of dialectical materialism and
historical materialism, takes full advantage of such theories as international relations
and social psychology, etc. and absorbs the achievements of previous researches home
and abroad. The researchers have systematically studied Japan’s knowing and doing to-
wards China, managing to make breakthroughs and innovation in the areas of theoreti-
cal views, research approaches and practical investigations.

Since modern times, Japan’s knowing and doing towards China, constrained by
the world, Japan, and China, which acted as three diachronic dimensions, have al-
tered and adjusted synchronically. So the macro-perspectives and study approaches of
this project will attach great importance to the following aspects. In the first place, dur-
ing pre-modern times, especially in the eve of modern era, what universal views to-
wards China had Japan shaped? And what basic “legacy” it had gave towards Japan in
post-modern time. Second, since modern times how did Japan recognize the outer world
and what world views and Asian views did it have? More important, during the process
of Japan knowing the world, how did Japan reassess China with the “others”, who are

not important in Japan’s view such as Europe and America. Third, how did Japanese
p p P p
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views towards China and its options for actions, interact with many important factors,
such as upheaval of world situation, global strategies and Far Eastern strategy of great
powers, and reactions of Chinese foreign policies. Finally, based on comparison among
the world, China, and Japan, what characteristics did Japan’s views, attitudes and
actions towards China show in the cross “point” of the relative “static state” space-
time, and what path and essential rules did them show in the developmental “line” of
the “dynamic state”

Nation is the collection of powers of its people and national consciousness embodied
through the greatest common divisor of people’s mind. In view of this, in the micro lev-
el, our project will focus on the following questions. Japanese individuals or groups’
views, attitudes and propositions towards China are various, which clashed with each
other and existed for different life-time. So we need to proceed from historical facts,
clarifying which is mainstream or tributary, which is objective or subjective, and which
is healthy or among those views to China. In addition, we must also manage to under-
stand that some views make ever great influence on Japanese foreign policies towards
China, even rising as national will, while others just played a bit role, whose social
influences are to a small area.

This manuscript is refined elaborately, and based on published phasic research
achievements, such as 34 academic articles, 1 paper collections, and 5 monographs.
The main contents are as following. Foreword expounds research perspectives and theo-
retical approaches, and the prologue summarizes comprehensively with long focus on
the evolution, characteristic, and nature of Sino — Japan relations during pre-modern
times it help to clarify the historical legacy that modern Japan needed to inherit. The
text, which is based on full and accurate material, illuminate the evolution process of
Japan’s knowing and doing towards China along the different stages of historical develop-
ment since 1603. The final chapter analyzes and summarizes comprehensively to Japan’s
knowing and doing to China in modern times and points out its general rules and charac-
teristics.

The main academic originality and characteristics of this project are as following:

First, it is a comprehensive and systematical study on Japanese views of China and
its options for actions. In contrast to previous researches of this topic, this project is the
most gigantic one in terms of content and scope.

Second, as far as theoretical approach is concerned, this project created “ Ana-

lytical Model of China Outlook” and firstly elaborated some definitions in this field. The
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researchers held that Japanese views towards China include two different fields, “recog-

9y “

nition” and “attitude,” and “recognition” includes “what is it” and “why”, “at-
titude” includes emotion and proposition of subject. These academic definitions make
important academic value and guiding significance to normalize the correlational re-
search.

Third, this project, which is on empirical research, collected and took use of
many official documents, newspaper articles, personal writings, and different survey
data so that every conclusion was drawn from detailed primary resources. So the study
respects history and evidence all the time, the research is deep and intensive.

-....Fourth, this study puts forward some distinct explanations on many important
questions, such as “legacy” of Japanese views towards China in ancient times, pat-
terns of views towards China in modern Japan, the nature of modern Japan’s Asianism,
characteristics of Japanese views towards China during different periods of modern
times, and different persons’ views of China, etc.

Fifth, this study summarizes the general laws and characteristics of Japan’s know-
ing and doing towards China since modern time. The researchers expound “interest cri-
teria” of it, “far-sightedness” and “short-sightedness” of Japan’s views towards Chi-
na, strength principle of Japan’s attitudes to China, and opportunism in the actions
against China. All these findings are not only the interpretation of Japanese views to-
wards China since modern times but also an indispensable reference for China to formu-

late foreign policy towards Japan in the future.
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