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PREFACE

The first edition of Feminist Frontiers was conceived in
the late 1970s at a time when many women inside and
outside academia were beginning to recognize and
challenge male domination. At the time of its publica-
tion, only a handful of books and anthologies written
for classroom use presented a feminist perspective on
women’s lives.

The evolution of this book through nine editions
reflects both the success of the women’s movement
and the incredible development of feminist scholar-
ship over the past decades.VWWomen'’s studies courses
have blossomed and spread to campuses in even the
most conservative regions of the country. Feminist
scholars have, in the meantime, refined and enlarged
our understanding of how gender inequality operates
and how it intersects with other systems of domina-
tion based on race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, national-
ity, and ability. There is no doubt that the situation of
women has changed since the publication of the first
edition of Feminist Frontiers. Gender inequality has not,
however, disappeared.

We write this preface to the ninth edition of Femi-
nist Frontiers with pride and excitement.VWe are proud
to be part of the continuing women’s movement; and
we are excited about the burgeoning knowledge
about how gender is connected to class, race, ethnic-
ity, sexuality, and other differences and how forces of
globalization in the contemporary world shape the
experiences of women.We feel fortunate to be writ-
ing, teaching, and learning at a time when feminist
thought and research are flourishing and deepening,
despite the challenges we face both nationally and
globally. It is, simultaneously, a time to enjoy the bounty
of feminist scholarship and to sow new feminist seeds.

In this edition of Feminist Frontiers, we highlight the
impact of new technologies on women’s lives and
women’s activism. The Internet is everywhere, shaping

the way we present ourselves, communicate with
each other, learn about the world, meet people, locate
resources, organize, work,and engage in activism. Rec-
ognizing the pervasiveness of these new ways of being
in the world, this ninth edition offers ten selections
that focus on or include an analysis of online interac-
tions or that originally appeared on the Internet.

We developed Feminist Frontiers for use as the
major—or supplementary—text in courses on wom-
en’s studies, gender studies, or the sociology of women
or gender. Because this book offers a general frame-
work for analyzing women, society, and culture, it can
also be used as a supplementary text in introductory
sociology classes and in courses on social problems,
comparative studies, and American studies.

Although we have retained some of the articles
from previous editions of Feminist Frontiers—
particularly writings that have become feminist
classics—the book has been updated to include more
recent scholarship. We have added nineteen new
selections and one heavily revised article. For the first
time, we have eliminated the boxed inserts, allowing
more in-depth coverage of a range of topics.We have
continued to select readings that emphasize the diver-
sity of women’s experiences and the intersections of
gender with race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, nationality,
and ability. As in previous editions, the introductions
to each section contain focused summaries of the
readings and their relationship to each other, as well
as discussion questions for each reading.

ORGANIZATION

Feminist Frontiers is organized into four major parts,
each introduced by a sociological and feminist analysis.
Part One: Introduction begins with a section
representing the diversity of women’s experiences
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and gender systems.That is followed by a section titled
“Theoretical Perspectives,” which presents social con-
structionist and intersectional theoretical approaches
to gender. Part Two: Gender, Culture, and Social-
ization has two sections, “Representation, Language,
and Culture” and “Socialization.” Part Three: Social
Organization of Gender has five sections, provid-
ing readings on work and the economy, families, sexu-
alities, bodies, and violence. Part Four: Social
Change includes articles on global politics and the
state and on social protest and feminist movements.

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION

As we set about selecting articles for this edition, we
found an abundance of excellent pieces.We used the
following criteria for choosing what to include:

+ We wanted each selection to be engagingly written
and accessible in style and language to readers from
different disciplinary backgrounds.

+ As a testament to the tremendous growth in the
depth and complexity of feminist scholarship, we
sought selections exploring a wide range of theo-
retical and substantive issues.

+ We wanted this anthology to reflect a diversity of
racial, ethnic, class, sexual, and cultural experiences.

+ Given the increasingly powerful forces of globaliza-
tion in our contemporary world, we looked for arti-
cles that attend to the processes of globalization.

« We sought to capture the cross-disciplinary nature
of gender research. We looked for articles that
explored the impact of new technologies on the
lives of women (and men).

CHANGES INTHE NINTH EDITION

The ninth edition contains nineteen new articles and
one selection that has been heavily revised., repre-
senting the most current scholarship and public
debates and expanding our coverage of issues impor-
tant to feminist scholarship. We have deleted dated
pieces while retaining readings that are classic in the
field.

Central topics that continue to receive coverage in
this edition include social constructionist theories of

gender; feminist intersectionality theory; gendered
and raced beauty standards; racialized gender social-
ization; gender, race, and ethnicity in the workplace;
marriage and family issues; diverse sexualities; body
issues; reproductive rights; violence against women;
globalization; women and welfare; women’s move-
ments; and queer politics.

Additions to the text focus on new technologies
and their impact on women’s lives and experiences.
These articles include danah boyd on “Sexing the
Internet,” Sophia DeMasi on online dating, France
Winddance Twine on the use of the Internet to find
surrogate mothers, N. Tatiana Masters on men’s
antirape Web sites, Marisa D’Mello on Indian women
technology professionals, Anita Harris on young
women’s use of the Internet and social networking
sites, and Moya Bailey and Alexis Pauline Gumbs
on young black women'’s use of the internet. In addition,
both Jennifer Klein and Eileen Boris’s article on
home care and Laurie Essig and Lyn Owens’s on
marriage originally appeared online. Other new addi-
tions include articles on such topics as disability oppres-
sion, gendered borderlands, gender on the Internet,
heteronormativity in children’s films, gender in chil-
dren’s clothing, racialized gender in the work of home
care, the disadvantages of marriage, online dating,hook-
ing up, girls kissing, transgender people at work and in
intimate interactions, the politics of surrogate mother-
hood, girls’ violence, men’s online antirape activism,
welfare mothers and constructions of motherhood, the
gendering of information technology work in India, glo-
balized militarization, young women’s use of online cul-
tures, and young black feminists’ online activism.

NEW READINGS INTHE NINTH EDITION

Every section has been updated with new selections.
Section | ends with an article by Eli Clare on his
attempt to climb Mount Adams despite his cerebral
palsy, an experience that leads to a consideration of
disability oppression. This section also restores the full
version of Audre Lorde’s classic piece “The Master’s
Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House.” Sec-
tion 2 adds a piece by Denise Segura and Patricia
Zavella on the gendered borderlands of spaces
between and within the United States and Mexico.



PREFACE vii

Section 3,“Representation, Language, and Culture,’
adds danah boyd’s reflections on the consequences
of required identity markers on the Internet. Two
added articles in Section 4, on socialization, provide
new perspectives: Karin Martin and Emily Kazyak
analyze the messages on romance and sexuality in films
marketed to children,and Catherine Newman tells
the story of her son who loves the color pink.

In Section 5, “Work,” Jennifer Klein and Eileen
Boris contribute an article about the work of home
care and the efforts of poorly paid home care work-
ers to organize to improve the conditions of their
labor. Section 6,“Families,” adds a consideration of the
arguments against marriage.

Four new pieces appear in Section 7,“Sexualities.”
Sophie DeMasi looks at online dating, Elizabeth
Armstrong, Laura Hamilton, and Paula England
consider the advantages and disadvantages of hooking
up and relationships for college women, Leila Rupp
and Verta Taylor ask what is going on when young
presumably straight women kiss and make out with
other women, and Kristin Schilt and Laurel West-
brook compare the reactions of women and men to
transgender people at work and in intimate relations.
Section 8, “Bodies,” offers France Winddance
Twine’s analysis of the race, class, and global dynamics
of gestational surrogacy. Section 9, “Violence Against
Women,” adds Laurie Schaffner’s article on girls’
violence and N.Tatiana Masters’s analysis of men’s
antirape activism and the construction of masculinity
on antirape WVeb sites.

Section 10,“Global Politics and the State,” includes
new articles on poor women’s resistance to the label-
ing of women on welfare as bad mothers (Karen
McCormack), the impact of gender on Indian women
working in information technology (Marisa D’Mello),
and the consequences of and means of resisting glo-
balized militarization (Gwyn Kirk).

Section |1 offers a revised and updated consider-
ation of the history and continuity of the U.S. women’s
movement (Alison Dahl Crossley, Verta Taylor,
Nancy Whittier, and Cynthia Fabrizio Pelak) and
new articles by Anita Harris on the political possibili-
ties of young women'’s engagement with online cultures
and Moya Bailey and Alexis Pauline Gumbs on
young black women’s online research and activism.

CONNECTIONS AMONG SECTIONS

Many of the articles in Feminist Frontiers make connec-
tions to topics covered in different sections, a sign of
the multiple intersections of women’s studies. For
example, the concept of intersectionality, illustrated in
the diverse and complex experiences covered in Sec-
tion | and outlined in the theoretical articles in Sec-
tion 2, can be traced through Kimberlé Crenshaw’s
classic article on violence against women of color in
Section 9 and Andrea Smith’s consideration of repro-
ductive politics in the context of race, class, and ability.
That we cannot talk about gender without acknowledg-
ing the ways that it is raced and classed is central to
Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo’s article on Latina
domestics, Jennifer Klein and Eileen Boris’s on
home care workers, Hung Cam Thai’s on Vietnamese
marriages, Becky Wangsgaard Thompson’s on eat-
ing disorders, France Winddance Twine’s on surro-
gacy, Karen McCormack’s on women on welfare,
Marisa D’Mello’s on Indian women technology pro-
fessionals, and Lila Abu-Lughod’s on Muslim women.

Likewise, global forces appear throughout the vol-
ume, not just in the section on global politics:in Denise
Segura and Patrticia Zavella’s and R.W. Connell’s
theoretical articles in Section 2, Yen Le Espiritu’s
analysis of cross-national socialization practices in Sec-
tion 4, the pieces on Korean manicurists and Latina
domestics in Section 5, the article on Vietnamese mar-
riages in Section 6, the consideration of African genital
cutting in light of cosmetic labial surgery in the United
States and global gestational surrogacy in Section 8,
Grace Chang’s article on Asian women workers
fighting globalization, the piece on Indian women in the
global software economy, Gwyn Kirk on globalized
militarization, and reflections on Muslim women in light
of the “war on terror” in Section 10,and the overview
of women’s movements in Section | |.

Other issues, too, cross sections. Transsexuality,
transgenderism, and intersexuality appear in Paula
Gunn Allen’s reflections on being Native American,
Suzanne Kessler’s consideration of surgery on inter-
sexed infants, Susan Stryker’s article, Kristin Schilt’s
and Laurel Westbrool's article on transgender peo-
ple, and Cathy Cohen’s article on queer politics.
Other connections across sections focus on work, bod-
ies, disability, beauty, youth, motherhood, and migration.
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SUPPLEMENTS

Companion Web site

The Feminist Frontiers VWeb site proves general infor-
mation about the book and offers separate areas for
students and instructors.

For the Student

The “Student side” of the site is organized to corre-
spond to the eleven sections of the text. There are
practice test questions, an annotated list of Web links,
and a link to Census 2000 updates.

For the Instructor

Instructor’s Manual: The Instructor’s Manual is orga-
nized to correspond to each section of the text. It
offers learning objectives, discussion questions, sum-
maries of the key points of the section introductions
and readings, suggestions for assignments and exer-
cises, and an annotated list of Web links.

Test Bank: The Test Bank offers multiple-choice, short
answer, and essay questions on the section introduc-
tions and individual readings.

Visit the companion Web site at:
www.mhhe.com/taylor9e
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PART

ONE

INTRODUCTION

What is gender? Our gender affects how we think about
ourselves, the ways we interact with each other, the kinds
of relationships we form, and our positions in our communi-
ties.As an element of social relationships, gender operates
at multiple levels to categorize and distinguish people. But
gender is also about social institutions that distribute power,
resources, and status among various groups of women and
men. Gender also interacts with race, class, ethnicity, and
sexudlity. In other words, gender means different things,
and has different consequences for status and power,
depending on race, class, ethnicity, and sexuality.

What does it mean to be a woman? Thinking about
women’s experiences is a complicated task because
women have as many differences from each other as com-
monalities. On the one hand, women everywhere suffer
from restrictions, oppression, and discrimination because
they are living in patriarchal societies.Yet gender is not the
sole influence on any woman’s life. Race, ethnicity, class,
sexudlity, age, nation, region, and religion shape women’s
experiences. Moreover, these differences intersect with
each other. For example, Asian-American women of vari-
ous ages, sexual orientations, classes, and ethnic and
national origins have different experiences.

The experience of being a woman is quite different for
distinct groups of women. For a white, upper-class, hetero-
sexual, American woman, for example, femininity might
entail being economically dependent on her husband,
maintaining a delicate and refined physical appearance,
and achieving social influence through child-raising and
volunteer work. Womanhood for a middle-class African-
American woman might mean providing financial support
for her children, holding influential and respected positions
within her church and community, yet being stereotyped by
the dominant white culture as sexually promiscuous or
unintelligent. For a Mexican immigrant to the United

States, femininity might mean being a good mother—
which, as Denise Segura and Patricia Zavella suggest in
Section 2, may mean working long hours at low pay in
order to support her children.

The experiences of men are similarly varied. Although
men benefit from power and privilege over women, some
groups of men also exercise power over other men, while
other groups of men are excluded from economic or politi-
cal influence due to their race, class, nationality, or sexual
identity. To understand the position of a particular man, in
other words, we must consider his gender, race, class, sexu-
ality, age, and so forth, in order to understand the particu-
lar advantages and disadvantages he faces.

In short, gender is defined in various ways for different
groups. Gender definitions bring with them a distinct set of
restrictions and disadvantages for members in each group,
as well as privileges and sources of power or resistance.
The task for you as students, and for scholars of gender, is
to recognize patterns of male dominance while simultane-
ously recognizing variations.

As if matters were not complex enough, individuals also
have unique constellations of experiences. Each of us has
our own story to tell. Each of us has multiple alliances and
identifications with groups that shift through time and
social context. The religious identity of childhood may be
shunted aside during young adulthood, for example, only to
be reclaimed in later years. Self-definitions as heterosexual
may give way later in life to new identities as lesbian or
bisexual. As biracial or bicultural or mixed-religion daugh-
ters, we might identify with the heritage of either parent or
both. In addition, we have different degrees of allegiance to
the gender standards of our particular groups. Some of us
adopt prescriptions about masculinity or femininity whole-
heartedly, others reject those prescriptions, and still others
adopt some aspects of socially approved gender standards
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and reject others. Some of us identify strongly with the
category—woman or man—to which we are assigned,
while others identify as transgendered and seek either to
identify with the other gender category or to construct an
alternate gender identity. Although social forces such as
sexism, racism, heterosexism, and class inequality shape
our biographies, it is as individuals that we experience and
make sense of our lives.

The task of feminist scholarship, and of this volume, is
to illuminate the social and structural roots of our gen-
dered experiences while simultaneously recognizing the
complicated and unique factors that shape our lives. Femi-

nist research builds upon and links two levels of analysis:

structure and biography. The structural level looks at
social institutions and cultural practices that create and
sustain gender inequalities, and it links those inequalities to
other systems of oppression, such as racism, ageism, and
homophobia. The biographical level honors each individu-
al’s expression of her own experience. It pays attention to
how individuals represent themselves and recognizes per-
sonal voice. As a result, we can learn how difference and
commonality are structurally rooted and personally experi-
enced.We can see how larger social forces affect our own
and others’ lives.

Feminist research is not just about analyzing the ways
that social structures shape and restrict the lives of women.
Of course, it is important to document the inequalities
faced by various groups of women and to examine the
ways that women have been oppressed and victimized
based on gender. Experiences such as discrimination in
hiring and pay, sexual violence, and legal subordination, for
example, are undeniably central to gender. Yet feminist
scholarship also emphasizes the sources of power that
women find: how they define themselves, influence their
social contexts, and resist the restrictions that they face.
The articles in this volume view women not as passive
victims of patriarchal social structures, but as actors who
exercise control over their own lives, find pleasure and ful-
fillment, and resist social constraints.

Further, feminist research is not just about document-
ing women’s experiences. It is about recognizing the ways
that gender shapes the lives of both women and men and
analyzing a broad system of gender. The gender system
affects not only the lives of individuals but the organization
of other institutions in the larger society. By documenting
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the influence of social structures on gender and highlight-
ing individuals’ complex mixture of domination, resistance,
and complicity, feminist scholarship leads us to rethink the
structural changes necessary to meet the needs of actual
women and men.

Feminist theory and scholarship on gender, then, face a
broad set of questions. Approaches to answering these
questions vary enormously; we hope that you will recognize
disagreement and debate, as well as cooperation, in the
readings that follow. There are, however, some shared
assumptions that run through the selections in this book.

First, feminist scholars view gender as pervasive, as
part of every feature of social life and individual identity. It
is impossible, therefore, to analyze any part of social life as
if it were gender neutral.As a result, feminist scholars chal-
lenge the male bias hidden under claims of scientific objec-
tivity in academic research.As you read these essays and
those in other classes, ask yourself how the social condi-
tions and practices of doing research reinforce or challenge
gender inequities.

Second, feminist researchers understand systems of
oppression as interlocking. Race, class, ethnicity, sexuality,
and other systems of domination affect how one experi-
ences gender. Therefore, although gender is a basic fact of
social life, women and men in different positions in society
experience their gender and the power or oppression that
results from it differently. Just as feminist researchers chal-
lenge knowledge claims about “people” based on research
on men, they question knowledge about “women” based
on research on white, middle-class women.

Third, feminist scholars experiment with new ways of
doing research, rethinking the relationship between the
researcher and the researched. The scientific method of
research assumes that there is a separation between the
scholar and the subjects of research and that this separa-
tion is necessary to produce “objective” and “valid”
research. Feminist researchers challenge this tenet. Treat-
ing women as “objects” of research contravenes feminist
goals of equality by elevating the researcher’s agenda and
perspective above those of the researched. One of the
major questions of feminist thought is how to do research
that empowers both the researcher and the researched.
How do we create social research practices in which
researcher and researched collaborate in the process of
interpreting the world? For some, the solution has been to
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write about their own lives; some acknowledge directly how
their own biases affect their work; others study groups of
which they are a part; still others do “participatory” or
“action” research in which the researcher and the
researched determine together the topics, methods, goals,
and political action to follow from the project, so that the
scholar is a participant in the project, but not its leader.

These are not only theoretical concerns; they are impor-
tant ethical questions. What right does a scholar have to
write about another person’s life? How should we write
about the lives of those who are different from ourselves?
How can we use the skills and privileges of academic prac-
tice to diminish social inequality?

We invite you to engage in reading, thinking about, and
doing feminist research. We hope that you will consider
some of the central questions that run through this book.
What are the commondlities and differences among
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women or among men? What, if anything, do women or
men of different classes, races, or sexudlities share in
common? We hope that you will reflect on the compli-
cated balance between oppression and resistance,
between the pervasive influence of society and the ways
that individuals and groups define themselves and carve
out meaningful lives. We encourage you to discuss your
ideas, to debate the issues this volume raises with your
friends and classmates, to agree or disagree with the
authors here, and to come to your own conclusions. We
hope, too, that through this engagement you will consider
how gender has shaped your life and how gender inter-
sects with the other systems of inequality that affect you.
We hope as well that you will share your understandings
with others, becoming a researcher yourself and a theo-
rist of your own and others’ lives so that you might help
empower us all and transform society.



SECTIONE

Diversity and Difference

Gender shapes women’s and men’s lives in complex
ways, and scholars are interested in understanding
these experiences in ways that can contribute to posi-
tive social change. Women everywhere face male
dominance in various manifestations. Yet differences
among women arise from factors such as race, ethnic-
ity, class, sexual orientation, age, geographic region,
and religion. Further, not all men possess the same
advantages or social power. Men of subordinate racial
or ethnic groups, social classes, or sexual orientations
may have power relative to women in their own group
but be subordinate in some ways to other men and to
women in more powerful groups.

The readings in this section discuss points of simi-
larity and difference among women and among men.
Although these readings give only a sampling of the
varied and rich experiences of women and men, they
begin to illustrate the vast range of meanings that gen-
der has for women and men in different groups.These
readings also provide some key analytical frameworks
and concepts for understanding the tension between
the significance of gender as a category by which peo-
ple are grouped and the ways that gender is shaped by
other forms of inequality and social distinctions.

The readings in this section examine the distinc-
tions among women’s experiences by showing how
race, ethnicity, and age shape the lives of specific
groups of women. The first reading in this section,
Kimberly Springer’s “Being the Bridge: A Solitary Black
Woman's Position in the Women’s Studies Class-
room,” tackles the similarities and differences among
women directly. Recounting her experiences as a

women'’s studies student and campus activist, Springer
shows how being a black woman in a predominantly
white feminist context pushed her to serve as a
“bridge between cultures, races, and theories.” For
Springer, activism includes teaching and writing about
black feminism and working to bring black feminists
together outside of academia as well. What does
Springer’s experience suggest about how connections
and coalitions among different groups of women
might occur? Why are these connections important,
and how are they limited? For Springer, activism and
academic work are inextricably linked. Do you agree
with her that scholarly study of gender must be linked
to activism for social change? Why or why not?

Peggy Mclntosh adds to Springer’s analysis by focus-
ing on the often-unrecognized ways that white women
benefit from their racial category. In a classic piece,
“White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack,”
Mcintosh discusses the taken-for-granted systems and
practices that privilege white women over women of
color.She argues that much of what white women take
for granted in daily life is in fact a result of their domi-
nant social status. Documenting her own white privi-
lege helps her understand how she benefits from this
system and shows that racism cannot change through
individual attitudes alone, but requires change in social
institutions. How does her list of benefits from white
privilege change your understanding of racism? How
does it change your understanding of gender inequal-
ity, or of the degree to which women of different races
share oppression in common? Can you think of other
advantages to add to her list? If you are a member of
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another privileged group, can you construct a list of
the benefits you receive by virtue of your gender, class,
sexual orientation, religion, or nationality? If you are a
member of a subordinated group, can you list some of
the ways you are disadvantaged? Most readers will
have some statuses that grant them privilege (such as
white skin, male gender, heterosexuality, U.S. national-
ity, youth, or Christian religion) and some statuses that
disadvantage them (such as nonwhite skin, female gen-
der, lesbian or gay or bisexual sexual orientation, non-
U.S. nationality, age, or non-Christian religion). In what
ways do the forms of privilege and disadvantage that
you possess interact?

Paula Gunn Allen suggests that assumptions about
what it means to be a woman in Anglo-European cul-
ture do not hold in American Indian cultures. In
“Where | Come from Is Like This,” she draws on her
bicultural experiences to explore the contradictions
between the images of women embedded in Anglo
and American Indian culture. The images of American
Indian women she grew up with are ones of
“practicality, strength, reasonableness, intelligence,
wit, and competence,”’ in contrast to Anglo-American
ideas about women as “passive and weak.” Again, we
see the difficulty of generalizing about women’s expe-
riences.What are the assumptions about women that
are part of your own culture?

Audre Lorde, in “The Master’s Tools Will Never
Dismantle the Master’s House,” also emphasizes the
difficulties of accurately analyzing how systems of
oppression affect people’s lives. Lorde argues in this
classic piece, excerpted here, that feminists must criti-
cally examine their own use of dominant concepts.
She suggests that academic knowledge is based in an
institution that historically has excluded women and
people of color, and she asks whether academic
knowledge can undermine the inequalities on which it
is based. Do you think that the “regular” methods of
scholarship and science are adequate to the task of
understanding the diversity among women and the
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complexity of the gender system? Are the “master’s
tools” able to challenge social inequality? Will new
tools be necessary? What might they be? Lorde argues
that encouraging women to talk to each other at the
points of their differences promotes growth, creativ-
ity, and social change. Do these conversations across
differences happen on your campus?

In the final selection in this section, “The Moun-
tain,” Eli Clare writes about how disability and societal
attitudes about it affect his experience of his own
body. The metaphor of the mountain serves as a way
to look at how the American emphasis on individual
struggle and triumph is magnified when it’s applied to
disabled people, who are celebrated for “overcoming
disability,” what Clare calls being a “supercrip.” When
disabled people are caught between the model of the
supercrip, social and physical barriers, and the danger
of others’ pity or institutionalization, Clare shows, the
emotional consequences are intense. Ultimately, he
seeks to understand her own body as “home,” with
his unique experiences of bodily ability and impair-
ment as well as childhood abuse and rural white
working-class culture.

Why do you think Clare uses socially stigmatized
words like “gimp” and “crip”? What does he mean by
the “lure of overcoming”? Can you think of other
examples in which people want to overcome their
social or bodily categories? For Clare, being queer, a
tomboy as a child and genderqueer as an adult, shapes
his experience of his body and how others respond to
her. Think about cultural images of disabled people.
How does gender affect these depictions! How do
these depictions reflect the idealization of the “super-
crip”? Think about your own experiences of your
body—your abilities and impairments, your physical
experiences, and how others respond to your body.
How are these experiences similar to and different
from Clare’s? How do “place and community and cul-
ture” affect your own sense of yourself, your body,
and what Clare calls “home”?



