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Preface
By Ding Hao

It has been about eight years since I began taking pictures of ancient towns in Sichuan Province. In 2006, I had the book
Images of 36 Ancient Towns in Sichuan published, which gives a comprehensive introduction to the province's existing ancient
towns to help people interested in them to approach them. Since then, I have forged a bond with ancient towns in Sichuan,
focusing my lens on the people still living there as well as the long lasting charms of these towns that are pervasive there.

Sichuan's towns date back to the Han Dynasty (2060BC~220AD). But due to incessant wars, 90 percent of the Sichuan
people had perished at the end of the Ming Dynasty (1368~1644) and the early Qing Dynasty (1644~1911). At that time, few
people in the provincial capital Chengdu survived and wild animals wandered in the streets. Almost all towns in the province
were destroyed. The so-called ancient towns we see today were built in the reigns of Kangxi and Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty
with the large-scale influx of immigrants. Therefore they have two characteristics. First, they show signs of the immigrant
culture. For example, they have many halls such as Guangdong, Fujian, Hubei and Hunan and Jiangxi halls, showing that
immigrants came mainly from these provinces. Buildings Wconspicuous firewalls. Second, mingling with nature and
built near mountains and rivers, the towns are pleasant to the eye. Nuftured by the immigrant culture and the beautiful
environment, town residents boast such character traits as calmness, peace, tolerance, friendliness and humor. This album tries

to demonstrate the ancient towns' unique cultural charm in terms of the architectural form and the lifestyle of their residents.

Two things have to be explained. First, towns in this album basically have the original architectural form and their
residents' lifestyle is basically unchanged. They illuminate our ancestors' struggle for a better life as well as the scenario of
their life and production. Most of these towns are gradually disappearing and a small number of them are changing their
appearances. Including them in the album will help people to have something concrete to recall the towns. Second, the album
also includes some towns now under the administration of the neighboring Chongqing Municipality, for these towns are not

different from those in Sichuan in terms of cultural inheritance, hence the name of the album.
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There are many beautiful mountains, rivers and lakes in Sichuan. In ancient towns, houses are usually built according to the
terrain by a mountain or river, in an irregular way: either meandering or rising one level above another, or hanging by a river,
which are full of intelligence.
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= > AtHanglongxi (Yellow PrgonStream) town in Shuangliu, there are rows of grey-tile-roofed houses by the Minjiang River
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Luodai, Longquan (Dragon Spring) Luodai is a place where the immigrants of the Ke people gather. Pictured here is the Cantonese guild hall, a grand building
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At Laitan, Hechuanin Chongqing, grey-tile-roofed houses stand by the Qujiang River
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At Lizhuang, Yibin, the houses by the Yangtze River appéar imposing.
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Songji, Yongchuan in Chonggqing, is an ancient town on the Yangtze R
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Zhouzi in Peng'an, an ancient built on the hills
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At Songji, Yongchuan, housés viewed fronracross the Yangtze River
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Suspended buildings by the Baimo River at Pingle, Qionglai




