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. WORKBOOK

News Item 1
Cultural Notes
1. SanJose Xfo[E

San Jose is the capital of Costa Rica, situated in the cen-
tral tableland of Costa Rica. Founded 1736, it became the
capital in 1823. Houses arc built low as a precaution against
tremors of carthquakces, but in recent years the construction
of higher concrete buildings has increased. It is the chief trad-
ing center for the country’s all-important coffee crop.
2. CostaRica EHARM

Costa Rica is the smallest of the six Central Amcrican
republics after El Salvador, with an area of 19,475 square
miles. Costa Rica is bounded by Nicaragua on-the northwest
and by Panama on the southeast. Nearly 80 per cent of the
population are of pure Spanish descent, the highest percen-
tage of any Central American country..It is a country with-
out an army.

Vocabulary

1. ordeal: a severe expericnce that tests character or pow-

ers of endurance R, B
2.  motorcade: a procession of cars (F)ZEBA



Excrcises

1.

Circle the best answer to cach of the questions after you

hcar the news item.

1.

How many hostages were released by the gunmen?
A. Eighteen.

B. Six.

C. Five.

D. Twenty—three.

Where did thc gun battle between the gunmen and the
police take place?

A. At the airport.

B. On the way to the airport.

C. On the plane.

D. By a basement door near the downtown court.
What happencd to the gunmen after the gun battle?
A. They escaped.

B. They were caught by the police.

C. They were killed.

D. They were captured and soon relcased by the police.
When did the gunmen relcase the hostages? .

A. Before the gun battle.

B. After the gun battle.

C. On Monday.

D. Soon after they left the court.

How long did the hostage ordeal last?

A. Nine months.

_.2._.-.
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B. Onc wecek.
C. Three days.
D. A short period of time.
Il. Listen to the news item again and fill in the blanks with

the exact words from the tape.

The gun battle ~ to a dramatic conclusion
.Costa Rica’s ~_hostage ordcal in months.
It began on Monday when the gunmen mto the
downtown court through a bascment ~«~———--—-----——. Two
groups of six cars then ~ 'the court,Tl?ercTtitics of
those inside concealed by ~ tinted windows.

News Item 2
Cultural Notes

1. Organization of the Islamic Conference
FET= S AR
An Islamic organization cstablished in Jedah, Saudi
Arabia, in May 1971, following summits by Muslim heads of
state and government in 1969 and by Muslim foreign minis-
ters in 1970. Membership cxtends to more than 40 states.
The confercnce aims at promoting Islamic solidarity by

coordinating social, economic, scientific, and cultural activi-

ties. Under the banner of strengthening the struggle of Mus-
lims, the conference pledges to climinate racial segregation
and discrimination, especially in regard to the PLO. Projects
include the International Tslamic News Agency, the Islamic
Solidarity Fund, and the World Center for Islamic Educa-

—_3 —



tion. Egypt was suspended in 1979 alter it signed the agrec-
ment known as the Camp David accords with Isracl; in 1984
it accepted an offer to rcjoin the organization.
2. Karachi Fiidr

Karachi is the largest city and port of Pakistan and
formerly its capital, located in the province of Sind on the
western edge of Indus Dclta, ncar the southern basc of the
Kirthar mountain range. Its population is about 3,100,000.

Vocabulary

1. convene: to call a committce to hold a meeting

2. communique [kamju:ni‘kei]: official announcement, eg.
as issued to the press 2%
3. bebent on: have as a [ixed purposc
FTH, B OB Fooree
dissension: angry quarrcling 434+
5. reiteratc [riv/itoreit]: say again several times R iR

H v
6. under the auspices of: helped and favored by
Heeeeee TP

7. Serbian: of or relating to the largest and most populous
constituent rcpublic of Yugoslavia 2 /R4 .43
FEIRET A

8. Bosnian: of or relating to Bosnia, the northern region of
Bosnia—Herzegovina B HY: BHTBIEA

9. restoration: that of giving back HiE

J— 4 —



10. tribunal [trai’bju:nl]: board of judges appointed for spe-
cial duty FFEH

Exercises
Listen to the news item carefully. Then mark a cross in front of

each false statement, and correct it according to what you hear

on the tape.

___ 1. A United Nations conference was held on Thurs-
day to discuss the difference between terrorism and |
freedom fighting. ‘

2.  An Islamic working group to define terrorism was
established before a proposed United Nations con-
ference.

3. All the member nations of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference have been maintaining
good—ncighborly relations with each other.

4. Pakistan’s acting foreign minister is the chairman
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference,

5. Twenty—one Islamic foreign ministers attended the
conference which ended in Karachi on Thursday.

6. The conference chairman asked the Islamic world
to coordinate efforts to control intellectual terror-
ism and extremism when he addressed a meeting on
Thursday.

.. 1. According to the final communique, the conference
was neither cold nor warm toward the United Na-
tions’ support.

— 5 —



8. The conference chairman said at the closing scssion
that the Islamic world was confronted with many
problems.

9. The Organization of the Islamic Conlerence en-
couraged the United Nations to stop the war be-
tween Serbians and Bosnians.

10. Tt can be inferred from the news item that the

Islamic countrics side with Bosnians.

News Item .3
Cultural Notcs
1. Kabul MEH/R

Kabul is the capital of Afghanistan, located in the east
of the country. Tt is situated on both banks of the Kabul
River between the valleys of Chahardeh and Koh Daman.
Kabul is the largest city in Afghanistan and the center of
government, cducation, finance and economy.
2. HinduKush XFERELAK

Hindu Kush is onec of the principal mountain ranges of
Asia. Thc range extends over 500 miles west and
southwestward from the Pamir Knot across north central
Afghanistan.

Vocabulary
1. Tashqurghan: a town in the northcrn part of the coun-
try HATET (TR FILER—ANEED
2.  Mazar—c—Sharil: an ancient city in Afghanistan ¥}
—_ 6 J—



3.

B (FIHF )
wrestling: having a struggle with sb. as a sport and try to
throw him to the ground without hitting him ¢

Exercises

I. Summarize the news story according to what you hear on

the tape.

—

Event:

Occasion:

Time:

Place:

Number of pcople on board:

Number of the wrestling team’s members:
Cause: "

Casualties:

Rescue work:

. Give your answers to the following questions:

Which city was the terminus of the plane?

Was the city in the north or in the south of the country?
How do you know? :

Why was that the plane turned back on the way to.its
tefminus?




News Item 4
Cultural Notes
Bellast  DU/R¥EMTA

Bclfast is the capital of Northern Ireland, a municipal,
county, and parliamentary borough, scaport and railroad
junction. Tt is partly in ,County<Amrim, partly in County
Down, and the largest city in Northern Ireland, located at
the mouth ol the Lagan River.

Vocabulary
1. predominant: most powerful, noticcable ¥ 149, &1k
%y
2. salute: a raising of the right hand to the forehead to
show respect ZEF4L

3. Protestant: of any of scveral branches of the part of the
Christian church that scparated from the Roman
Catholic church in the 16th. century FEE H /9

4. Catholic: a member of the Roman Catholic church KF
e KFEHEH

Excrcnscs
Fill in the blanks with the missing words after you hear the

tape.

Five pcople were on Thursday in a.suspected
extremist attack on a betting in a pre-
dominant Catholic _of north Belfast. The gunman
drove after the attack, giving a mocking two—fin-
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gered salute and . Police said one of the
was seriously i;xjurcd. Betting shops in
the past been favourite targets Protcstz;n—t;;c—m-
ists, who support ~ links with Britain. They are
to Irish na{uonahsts guerrillas, supported

. by Catholics, who want to end British

News Item 5
Cultural Notes
Kamchatka 3tE&hEs
Kamchatka is a peninsula of N.E. Siberia, Russia. Two
active volcanic ranges and a central valley run north—south.

. Vocabulary

1. TItar-Tass news agency: the biggest news agency in
Russia B8t

2. spectacularly: remarkably H-YEH1 - :

3. dormant: being in a state of inactivity but awaiting de-

velopment or activity #E(RH T
spew: to come out in a rush or flood B{A&

5.  reverberate: (of sound) to be thrown back again and
again [V, [

6. extinct: no longer burning; no longer active EKTB@

EEEREY

Exérciscs
Complete the following sentences with the information yon
‘ — —



