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UNIT 1
TEXT

Discovery by “Accident?”

In the leng history of man’s invenliveness, discoverers seem

EIN E N
to fall into two classes, The first is the ingenious person
H_— K x % ® —
who sets out to find the solution to a problem, The second

/S Vv A ER
_is the “lucky” one who appears to stumble upom ‘something
£1_15S V.
by “accident” ,
A
But we should be clear about what we meane«. by “acc-
(O E % *® O 'S v A

(NI Cabout + AEFERIE )

ident”  For the “gccidential” aspect of many great dlscovenes

(ﬁ) E
__is that something unusual has happened when there js an
REN St | v [B‘Hﬁf] v’
YN
observant person present who molices what has happened,
7 7 | }S” N S¥7 ' N
CEM)
and sets to work to find out why.
(E) V// Al/
Following are some examples of this:
x 7 ¥ (EEMD
During the First World War, a well-known expert in
R * A I

\ A 1



Unit 1
metals was asked to investigate the problem of the “pitting”

B E4 1

which spoiled gun barrels after they had been fired for a
1S A (@) [Bﬂk] S’ v’
M

certain length of time, In his research, the first thing that

A’ R ¥ 4+ 10

he did was to order a number of barrels to be made of new

SV & #

steel alloys., One of these alloys contained a high percentage

S " ®__

of chromium,

i

A gun barre! was made of this new “chromium steel, ”
* H b7
but the first shot fired through it broke it into a dozen
E OE 4| H = R
pieces, So the scraps were thrown on to the waste heap, A
(%) E B R -
week or two afterwards, the expert noticed that among the
TN * B ER
now rusty scraps of meta'l, the broken pieces of the chro-
A

mium steel barrel were as bright as they had been originally,

LV P[Lt«lﬁ]s’ LV TN

From this %accidental” discovery developed the enormous

AR B
benefits of “stainless steel,”
EC PR N

Behind the great rubber industry of today lies a story
EIN 18 *
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Unit 1

of one man’s search and of his discovery by “accident”,

§.2:507: k2o )

Rubber in its natural state is hard when cold, and softand

E 2 E [an‘M#t]

. sticky when heated, Goodyear, an American, had deen trying

LIS E  (ERMRRE W

to find a way in which rubber could be made hard, non-

Rz 1 | A S v Sc

sticky, and yet elastic.

(&) Sc
One day, by chance, he dropped a small piece of molded
R X E W ®

rubber on to a stove and at the same time a piece of sul-

K G&E) R ES
phur slipped outof his hand, He scraped the bits of boiling

rubber on to a plate, But when it had cooled dows, wha.t

N (ﬁ)[ﬁﬂk]s v

a dtfferent sort of rubber it was] It was cold, and yet elastic

® ¥FZE EZF # .
He had invented by “accident” the basic method of prepar-

ing rubber for commercrial use,
' R
The list of discoveries by “accident”? could fill a long
F i | "
books and remember, most of them happened when some-
® (&) # [fé‘that] S vV [aﬂk]
zZMN N
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body asked himself: “Whyy »
St V! O1 Gd

New Words

1. inventiveness [in’ventivnis] n, SEHBIZLBES, QIt:
2, discoverer [dis’ kavera] n, K H

3. ingenious Cin'd3i:njos] a.  HHIEA MY PR

#s MI5HY
4, lucky ['1aki] a, FiEW
5, stumble ['stambl] oi, vt, SR(BK), 248

6. accidental [eeksi'dent]] a BRE, EIMY
7. observant [eb'ze:vent] a, W2 E B

8. pitting L'pitin] n. ()3
9. spoil [spoill ot,uvi, Iy TR
10, gun [gan] n M
11.barrel ['beral] n, B, N
12. percentage [po'sentid3] n., BA¥, BAE
13.chromium ['kroumjom] n, &
14, shot Ljot] =, K55 M (8, R
Bz ¥
15,dozen ['dazn] n, —4T, A
( pl ) dozen/dozens
16.scrap [skreep] n, Bhs K&R
vt, R BER
17, heap Chi: p] m, (—)¥ K&, %
vt, MR KW -
18, rusty ['rasti] a, (%) B

19, stainless ['steinlis] a, AN BEBRN
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