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Course Description

Objective.

This one-term course of academic writing is especially designed for the
undergraduates who have taken basic English writing course and want to further
improve their writing skills, especially academic writing skills which are required in
their academic studies in English context and in the English proficiency tests such as
TOEFL and IELTS. Emphasis is placed on such skills as to write essays of different

genres which often occur in research essays.

Content.

The Features of academic writing that are introduced and practiced include: -

— Academic conventions of using outside sources (including quotations,
paraphrasing and summarizing)

—— Different structures of academic writing (such as argumentation, causal effects
and comparison and contrast)

— Appropriate grammatical structures and vocabulary which are essential in

formal writing.

ethodotogy :

The course is intended to be covered in a 16-week semester with classes meeting 2
hours a week. Classroom activities include a mixture of individual. pair and small
group work, based on a variety of exercises. Students are also required to complete at
least 5 pieces of writing in class and at home, which they are encouraged to self-correct

on the basis of tutor comments.
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Assessment ;
It is suggested that the course grade will be given on the basis of 75% for course

performance (15% for each piece), and 25% for the final examination.

Reference books:.
Peter Chin, etc. Academic Writing Skills Cambridge University Press, 2012.
Leki, Ilona Academic Writing: Exploring Processes and Strategies Cambridge

University Press, 1998.
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Goals

In this chapter, you will learn to

1) write a research essay;

2) write a paragraph with a well-written topic sentence;
3) avoid plagiarism by using acknowledgments;

4) use direct quotations and paraphrasing.

i Section 1 Reading the research essays

Academic writing is characterized by research. The writers must research their

topics in order to present a point of view that is supported by logical and objective

evidence rather than mere personal views. Now read the following two essays on the

similar topic and answer the following questions.
1. What are similarities of the two essays? List as many as possible.
a)
b)
c)
d
c)
)



2. What are differences between the two essays? List as many as possible.

a)
b)
c)
d
e)
£
. How many outside sources does the author use respectively in each essay?

. Why do the authors use outside sources to illustrate their viewpoints?

. Are the essays more convincing and powerful? Why?

. Why do the authors provide the in-text citation and the references for their use of

outside sources?

Nuclear Power: a Viable Means of Meeting the
World Energy Demands

The key to environmental sustainability is curbing the overuse of fossil fuels
like coal, natural gas and oil. Many people believe that increasing the reliance
on nuclear power — a relatively clean, cheap, and reliable form of energy — is
the answer. It contributes a vital 13.4% of the world’s energy supply
(International Energy Agency, 2011), and in Asia, region where nuclear
energy is in favour (Chang & Thomson, 2011), 301 new reactors are either
under construction, planned, or proposed (World Nuclear Association, 2010).
Others, wary of the potential risks of nuclear power, see a solution in
harnessing the power available through natural sources such as wind or sunlight.
Considering that none of such renewable forms of energy have been shown to be
able to produce energy on a level anywhere close to that currently being
consumed around the world, nuclear energy seems to be the only viable option
for satisfying the demands of an increasingly energy-hungry world while
limiting damage to the environment.

One benefit of nuclear power is that it is a much cleaner and safer energy

S A L
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* source than fossil fuels. Nuclear energy emits virtually no environmentally
harmful carbon. British Energy (2005) asserts that the total CO, emissions from

the Torness nuclear reactor in Scotland are estimated to be just over 5 grams per

kilowatt hour (g/kWh), compared to the 900 g/kWh produced by a coal plant
(p.6). Indeed, research by the International Energy Agency (2011) showed
that greenhouse gas emissions over a nuclear reactor’s lifecycle are actually

lower than what wind or solar power would emit over a similar period at a

similar wattage. It is apparent then that nuclear energy has a crucial part to play

in lowering the world’s carbon emissions and safeguarding the environment.
Another appeal of nuclear power is that the cost of production is extremely
low for such an efficient energy source. With energy demands increasing,
producing enough energy is vital, and keeping cost low is necessary for making
sure energy remains affordable. The U.N. Secretary-General, Bani Ki-Moon,
in addressing the world’s growing population, has consistently emphasized the
necessity of supplying the poor with cheap electricity ( United Nations
Population Fund, 2011) — and few forms of electricity come cheaper than
nuclear energy. Nuclear energy can be produced at 2. 14 cents per kilowatt hour

(kWh) , compared with natural gas (4.86 cents per kWh), and oil (15.18 cents

per kWh) (Nuclear Energy Institute, 2010). Essentially, the many parts of the
world eager to become less reliant on fossil fuels are unlikely to find a more
cost-effective alternative to nuclear energy.

. A further reason why nuclear power should be a significant part of the
world’s energy supply is its reliability. Once nuclear plants are built and
functioning, the production of nuclear energy is constant. Wind and solar
power, however, are intermittent ehergy producers. Wind turbines are not
much use when there is no wind, while solar power has limited potential in,
say, cloud-covered Northen Europe. A key advantage of nuclear power is that,
come gale, rain or shine, nuclear energy is still generated. Nuclear power
plants can also depend on having a stable supply of materials. Oil and gas are
currently produced in relatively unstable region of the world, which makes an
over-reliance on this energy source risky to the extent that it could jeopardize
national security. Accordingly, as Moran and Russel (2009) point out, issues of
energy security are now high on the agendas of political leaders throughout the
world.

It is apparcnt that nuclear power does offer a realistic means of meetmg the =
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" world’s growing energy demands, while at the same time limiting environmental
destruction. Nuclear energy is clean and cheap, its production is reliable, and
its materials are readily available. Although the public is wary of potential
disasters like the Chernobyl accident in 1986 and the nuclear leaks from a
reactor in Fukushima, the rigorous prevention, monitoring, and containment
procedures in reactors now virtually eliminate the likelihood of such accidents
(Nuclear Energy Institue, 2011). Therefore, governments and the nuclear
energy industry should make the case for nuclear energy more aggressively to
appease a nervous but seemingly misinformed public about the role nuclear
power plant plays in making life comfortable for so many around the world.
(from Academic Writing Skills, 2012, Cambridge University Press)
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“Exercise 1 )

Complete the outline of Reading 1.

The importance of developing new energy which can meet the demands of

-

Bucamd environmental sustainability. ;
— it i i S = S = i

Nuclear energy seems to be the only viable option for satisfying the demands i

Thesis of an increasingly energy-hungry world while limiting damage to the |

| environment.
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Argumentl

Evidence & method T S
e
Argument 2 |

N I S e

Evndence & method L

Argument 3 | Nuclear power is more rehable and sustamable |

| Use comparison and sources to show that the materials for the productlon of
nuclear energy is constant and stable.

- i SO =

Evidence & method

e . — e = |

| Governments and the nuclear energy industry should publicize the advantages |

Conclusion 4 i
i of nuclear energy and help the public to have a better understanding of it. |

“Exercise 2 )]

Match each word in the box with the group of words (1 - 8) that regularly occur with it.

harness safeguard address jeopardize
wary potential on the agendas eliminate
power/energy

the rights/our environment against .../

the possibility/barriers/chances/worries

the chances/economic strength/freedom/operation
environment/safety is now/high

the problems/concerns/issues
fulfil/realize/exploit/develop/see the enormous/limitless/great

of people/the offer/the proposal/risk/danger

No Reason for Commercial Whaling “

Since human first built boats and fished the seas, they have hunted whales. f
This practice remains culturally significant for many small communities around A
the world who hunt a few whales each year using traditional methods. In *
contrast, for other people, whaling has become a high-tech industry using

sophlstlcated equipment to hunt and kill thousands of whales each year for ;&
' &, : FYVOIPTIVIPIRIRRIPIRIEY.




