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Notes on the Use of the Dictionary

The aim of this dictionary is to help speakers of English to learn

Cantonese

a dialect spoken in the coastal area of South China,
such as Guangdong, Guangxi, Hainan, Hongkong and Macao. The
pronunciation in Guangzhou and Hongkong is often regarded as the
standard Cantonese.

The most difficult points in learning Cantonese are the pronun-
ciation, tone and special vocabulary. This dictionary adopted three
ways to cope with the above-mentioned difficulties accordingly:

(1) Cantonese characters are noted in accordance with the
Cantonese Phonetic Laws issued in 1960 by the Guangdong Province
of China and also noted with International Phonetic Symbols as
well. It is convenient to those who are familiar with this phonetic
system. To those who are not familiar with the International Pho-
netic Symbols, this dictionary provided a Cantonese character after
each of the dozens of consonants and vowels. If you ask a native
speaker of Cantonese to pronounce the characters for you, you can
solve the problem through comparison and contrast. Each Cantonese
character has one syllable, and each syllable consists of the initial
consonant and a simple or compound vowel(sometimes with a termi-
nal n or ng). VOnce you have mastered these consonants and vowels,
you can pronounce all the Cantonese characters easily.

(T )Just like mandarin, a Cantonese also has tone. With differ-
ent tones, the same syllable may stand for different characters and

has different meanings. A mandarin character has four tones only



whereas a Cantonese character has nine tones. In this dictionary, an
Arabic numeral from 1 through 9 at the upper right corner shows
the tone for the syllable. The pitch of each of the nine tones is

roughly shown on the staff as follows:

o I g
@:f I 4 71 Nz N
- ¢
> > -;'
character: # % i B T &F fa % i3
phonetics:  xi' xi® xi* xi* xi® x® xig xig® xig®

If you are still not sure of the tones of Cantonese, an even sim-
pler way is to ask a native speaker of Cantonese to pronounce the
abovementioned nine characters Xi ( xig) for you and remember
them. All the other syllables have the same nine tones. Once you
have mastered these nine tones, you can pronounce any characters
correctly with the help of this dictionary. Of all the tones, the most
difficult ones are perhaps the 7th, 8th and 9th, which are not found
in mandarin. They are named “entering tone”, and they are pro-
nounced powerfully, shortly, and with a quick ending, something like
the powerful musical pauses, or like the ending“b”, “d”, “k”, “g”in a
closed syllable in English. '

(II) The majority of Cantonese vocabularies are the same as the
vocabulary of mandarin, however, some of them are not found in
mandarin but frequently used in spoken Cantonese. These special
words are noted with the equivalent in English and in mandarin as
follows:

E [med'ye® 217 ] (pron.) what=[E]{4
Captions of the symbols:



shows the phonetics of Cantonese
mandarin

parts of speech

equal to

resemble; be similar

The Editor
Guangzhou 3/1999
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The Phonetic Symbols of the Cantonese

— 7 B (initial consonant)

FEl o 2 4 2] T 7
— international ! il - N international o]+
mnitia mitia
phonetic character phonetic character
consonant consonant
symbols symbols
b [p] 9% o' h [h] fil ho*
p (p*] % po i (] ySUnTl
m [m] 8 mo® q [ts*] W o
1 [f] Fl 1o X [s] B
d [t] £ do' y ly] B yo?
t [t°] iti t0' w [w] # wa'
n [n] M no*
| (1] % 1ot
g (k] F o'
k [k] + kd'
ng [n] % ngo®




— %8} (simple or compound vowel)

Wbk = bR b R bR b
simple or | international Bl simple or | international 2
compound phonetic character | compound phonetic character
vowel symbols vowel symbols
a [a] W of ed [et] (A)bed’
ai [ai # al eg + [ek] (18) deg’
ao [au] # a0 &i [&i] (IB)tei’
am [am] (%) gom' eng [en] (%) geng’
an [an] 2 oan’ &g [ek] (Ji.')qég8
ang [an] ® ang' & [cel (#ft)he'
ab (ap] 5 ao® &l Leeiy] (%)neu’
ad [at] # & én [cen] (#)oen'
ag [ak] (& )had® ug [uk] 2 ug’
& [e] (3) e’ i [i] K yi'
ei [i] 5% ef? iu Liu] i yiu'
eo [eo] K eo' im [im] s yim'
éng leen] | (F)heng in [in] H yin'
&d [et] (#)led ing Lig] # ying'
&g [cek] (#7)yed® ib Lip] it yib®
em [em] & em’ id Lit] e yid®
en [en] (B)yen' ig Lik] 3% yig'
eng [en] # eng' o [] # o'
eb [ep] (2)ged’ oi [oi] ol




B | EG B | EEEE
simple or | international 11| 5% simple or | international ) %
compound phonetic character | compound phonetic character
vowel symbols vowel symbols
ou [ou] B oou® ung [up] # wung’®
on [on] % on' ud [ut] & wud®
ong [on] (J#%)hong' a [iy] F oy
od [ot] (#8)hod® n [iyn] 2 yin'
og [ok] E og® ud Liyt] A yud®
u [u] By m [m] g m'
ui [ui] 12 wui' ng [o] T ng®
un [un] i wun®
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a.ab.ad.ai -1 -

A

\r [a' 1] bifurcation; fork

T # [a' ga' 2] fork(of a free); crotch-
ed; crotch; forked
1 % [o'wan® 3] slave girl; servant girl
HH: [d “W] (D (mt >ah; oh Wf, %%
it’ s snowing! @
<au111.> 1@ ZBAY? = Who is
he?
[0® ] @ (auxil.) the; @play up
BeT
Fir % [o’fei’ 3] Teddy boy
B 13 [a®mun® 7] amen
BT Hi1A [c’lai'oog® #i' '] Arabian; Ara-
bic; Arab
Fal 8 [a'yu® 7] fawn on; flatter
Fr 3% BE % [o'mei‘to’fed® B B 511 ©
Amitabha  @merciful Buddha
E[E [c® FT; nga® #3] @ inferior; second
@short for Asia
W% [a*guen' & ]second place
W9 [Pjec’ M) Asia

ﬂ:l% [a" % ngo1 HE'] crow

% 17 [a'jég’nou’xing' & F F+] not
even a crow or sparrow can be
heard—silence reigns

Fieh [O‘ pin3 gﬁlopium

I]\ i [02 2 n902 F?) @ mute; dumb
@hoarse; husky
WEAF [o?jei® 2] a dumb person; mute

W 0 J6 5 [o*heo’mou’yin® f52 E 4R ] be
left without an argument
I]Ku [a" BT &® L)@ (inz.)Ah B,
¥ & KR! = Ah, so it’s you!
auzil .) JL S o WF K< MR
What a fine day!
I% [ab®“F " #1# 8 ; ngab®] duck

JR
®

75 % [ab®don® E?]duck’s egg
5 48 [ ab®yung? # ) duck’s down
B2 [ab®lei* B ] a kind of pear grown in
Hebei Province
[od® FE; ngad® FE] @agive as security
@detain @escort @signature
124 [ad®dong® #4] pawn sth.
# 4 [ad®gem’ 4] deposit
#32% [ad®xung® ] escort
#E [ad®mai® ) signature
[ad® #; ngad® # ] press;
™ down; hold down; weigh down
77 [ad®lig® B7] pressure
FEi8 [od®big” 38 ] oppress; repress
E# [od®jei® # ] suppress; stifle
FE3M [ad®yig” %] constrain; depress
FE48 [ad®xug” #] compress; cut down
[ai' #; ngai' #; ngai* #E] O get
close to @in sequence @suffer
3 [ai'gen® #7] get close to
#47 [ai*da® 18 IE2] take a beating
#4# [0i*ngo® EM] suffer from hunger
I] [ai' #'; ai® 1) (inz . ) ralas
%, HTE!

push

= What a pity!



-+ 2 - ci.0o.am.an.ang

12 7 I S [ai' xing' tan®hei® 7+ 5% % ] heave

deep sighs; moan and groan

I]-H‘ [ai' %; &2 B)D (int.)hey 1L,
)L FHEEW! = Hey, it’s Mr. Wang!
@ (int.) »why W, HHF! =

Why, it’s very good!
mEF [ai'ya' '] (int . ) Odamn
1 [ai'yo® BRIE®] (int.) ¢ “ouch”or

‘ »

ow
[co? #)2; ngao® #%; ao® #1°; ngao®
#1°] D bend so as to break @ hard to
pronounce
#W7 [ao®tin® F1°] break
#%i [ao®geng® B2°] reply defiantly
[ao® #1°; ngao® #°]a depression in a

u%{ [om' & ; ngom' & '] @correct; right
“H = [#]iE# Qjust right= [F]IEH
ra i [om'ge® #HE°] correct = [ ] %5
E#
e [am'xai® #E°] very good = [H] IE
& F1RAR
15 lom'xin' ll]just now = [& JRIA
%{ [on™ 7" ) %18 ] late = [3F]3R
i & [an’hei’xen' EHi] get up late
i long' “BE” #Y # £ 55 1 5 ngang'

fifi ] small-mouthed jar

2 5% [ang' xug” ] opium poppy

mountain range; col



ba. bag. bai - 3 -

B

E [ba' & ]hope earnestly

[‘Jé‘S[bo"gid:’ ‘fp'f]fawn on ; curry favour
with; make up to
= % [od' Jéngz #] palm; hand
B [ba'xi® B ]bus= [E] AR EF
[ba' B be® E] D¢ onomatopoeia )
o erack” @ {auxil . ) F& H 7 IE!
Let's go. (H 2 #M? = He'll come,

won't he?

[yk [ba'] {onomatopoeia )

WLFA [ba'bei® #] Dnoise; bustle = [ ]
M il (2 illustrious; celebrated =

(]

/§\ [ba's be' [7¢] father

# #{ba‘ba’ B B '] papa; dad; father
FAe {ba' E]basketry

% [oa" B ]scar

[bo? 2] D hold; grasp @ { measure
word) —3EJ] = a knife
% [ba’guon’ 18] guard a pass; check

on

I

)

iR [bozngeg’ J&"] grasp; certainty
IR [ba’pai® B useless= [ ] L A ; %
w5 H

JE

== [ba® E°] chief of feudal princes;
%H overlord

%8 [ba’dol® FE°) rule by force; over-

bearing
FH#L [oa’kin' % ] hegemony
i F [ba’wong” # Joverlord; despot
5 [ba®jim® %7 ]Horcibly occupy; seize

% [bc® M) stop; cease; dismiss

B % [ba®min® 4] recall
(K [ba’yeo' fit]give up; let the matter

1A

1 [oag®fu® ] uncle; old man
i [oag®neng’ B Jaunt = [ ] BF
A8 [bﬂgajég& #°)earl; count

E] [bag® F°] white; in vain

8 [bag®xig” 3] white; White(as a
symbol of reaction)

H H [ba’ba’]in vain; for nothing

A H % [oa’yed’jol’mung® % & 52°)

daydream; vain hope

j;[;é: [bai? ﬁzlput; place; put on; sway

$#4f [bai’jung’ #F] pendulum clock

1244 [bai®dong® *4°] set up a stall= [E]
ERET

122K [bai® hun? #%*] put on airs; do sth.
for show = [ ]4B 51 2L T

121 1% [bai*fud®lor” §& #°] parade one’s
wealth

12 % 5L [baiPxi®xed® & %] present the

facts

drop
[bag® T ] father’s elder brother; earl;

count



+ 4 - bai. bao. ban

[ =Ny [k:)(:liZWLﬂlung2 #' F&?] counter-
feit; do mischief; confuse = [¥]
TR 1E4%; BEEL
[bai® #°] do obeisance; make a cour-
ﬁ tesy call
F£ 1) [bai*fong? {4 ] pay a visit; call on
F4E [bai®tog®] request sb. to do sh.
F4 [bai*fed® §i1] worship Buddha
[bai® #2°] be defeated; lose; defeat;
}‘ decay
MK [bai®wai® %] ruin; corrupt
T [oai®ieng® M) lost battle; defeat
WGR [bai®ten® B °] retreat in defeat
0 [oai®xou® %% ]lose a lawsuit
M2k [bai® e (] degenerate
W ¥ [oai®ga' jei® H1 %2 ] spendthrift
@ [bco’ Afi] wrap; bundle; bag; include

% [bao'hem® 4] contain; embody
2% [boo'hom* B ] excuse; forgive
9% [bao'jong' ] pack; package
7 [bao’ ban®#2°] take care of every-
thing concerning a job.
.+ [bao' jod” Ml ] wrap; bind up
2 [oao' wei® HE4E ] surround; encircle
£1JF [boo'bei® Ml H3] shield; harbour
28 [bao'xiu' HI 7] have exclusive sell-
ing rights
. [bao' jou' ¥ ] rent land or a house
for subletting
ﬂ@ [boo' £ ] afterbirth; born of the same
¢ Ffd 5.5 = full brother
f [bao? £32] have eaten one’s fill; be
full
# I [bac®wo* A ] saturation
7 [bao®mun® 7] full; plump
M BE [bao®xa&i? P4 2] disagreeable; disgust-

parents

ing= [ iF R 118k
J: [boo® f8°] explode; bust; quick-fry

1% & [bao®fad® ¥ ] erupt; burst out
#4F [bao®ja® VE] explode; blow up
# 3 [bao®jeng? 3] firecracker = [¥] 48
s HEx
1% 4% [bao® bou' ] (metaphor) (of a
plot, etc.) fall through and stand
exposed = [ ] 5%
[bao® £1°] i 2 [bao®nga® 2] buck-
tooth

EJE [ban' BE] class; team; shift; duty

PEZ% [ban'ge' & I regular bus
PEK [bon'keb' 45 ] classes and grades in
school
i [bai' kei* H:]schedule ( for flights,
etc. )
P4 [ban' jou® #1] teams and groups
o [ban' BE] spot;  speck;
B striped
B 5 [bon' dim? JE?] spot; stain
4L [ban'men® 3] stripe; streak

ﬁﬁ [ban' BE] promulgate; issue

A [ban'bou® 1] ) promulgate
A % [ban'fad® 1] issue
* [ban® Jii ] board; plank; stiff

mottled;

% B [ban’big® 3°] wooden partition
3 [ban® deng® *°] wooden bench or
stool
R #F [ban?jei® B ]stiff; dull
yj [ban? #% ; ban® #2°] pull; turn

R F [ban®*xeo? # ] spanner; wrench



