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NARRATIVE COMPOSITIONS

i M X

1. THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR

It is September, and we are all back at school. It is good to see all my
teachers and friends again. Everybody looks fine after a period of good rest.

We are going to have some new subjects this year — history, physics and
physiology*. T am going to work hard at maths, for [’'m not very good at it.
And I'm afraid physics is going to be difficult for me, too. My sister says she’s
ready to help me. I think I'll do better than last year.

I like English very much. [ always work hard at it. I’ can recite® almost
every lesson I've learned. But I'm sorry to say I'm poor in English conversation.
So I decide to speak much more English whenever I can.

My classmates want me to work for the wall newspaper. ‘They say [
draw better than any other one in my class, and my handwriting® is good.
It’s interesting work, I must do 2 good job of it,

The new school year begins today. From now on I must study hard and
1 hope that I will make a straight* A in every subject.

Above everything else, keeping fit is another important thing for a good
student. Anyone, who has not a strong body, can do nothing for his country,
even if he has higher knowledge and.excellent® ability. The student is the
tomorrow’s decision® maker of his country.

1. physiology #4: g 4. straight HA5 - My
2. recite %W 5. excellent E%Emy
3. handwriting W 6. decision RE
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2. ENGLUSH IS TOUGH

I am taking an £SL' course in this college. This is my first semester?
here. 1 work with fourteen other students in this class. People call us
freshmen® | though most of the students in this class are girls.

I live in room 245. It is on the second floor of our dormitory* building.
I share® the room with other students.

I like English, though I'm not good at learning it. People say it’s an easy
language. They may think so, but it is certainly not easy for me. I think English
spelling is unpredictable®. And 1 have a lot of trouble with pronunciation.
I speak English with a Chinese accent”. Sometimes people don’t understand
me, and I don’t understand them, either. I get nervous® when the teacher asks
me questions. The teacher says I make too many mistakes in grammar.

I am working hard, but I am making little progress. I don’t learn fast.
I'm a slow student. The teacher is kind enough to give me a lot of help. And

I really need it.
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3. A QUESTION OF PRONUNCIATION

This story happened in London in November when the weather was
very wet and cold.

A Frenchman had caught a very bad cold. He coughed' day and night.
So he decided to go and get some medicine for his cough. Ashe did not know
very much English, so he got out his dictionary and looked up_ the word
“Cough”. But the dictionary did not tell him how to pronounce’ the word.
He thought it over and remembered that he had learned the word plough®
and it was pronounced [plau]. So he thought that c-o-u-g-h must be pro-
nounced [kau]. Then he went into a chemlst S shop and said, “I want some-
thing for my “cow™?, please.” :

The man in the shop did not quite understand, and asked,

“I beg your pﬁrdon, Sir?”

The Frenchman repeated® , “I want some medicine for my cow.”
“For your cow.?” asked the man. “Are you a farmer?”

‘A farmer?” said the Frenchman in surprise®. “Why do you think I'm
a farmer? 1 come from Paris. I’m not a farmer.”-

“Where is your ‘cow’, then?” asked the man in the shop.

“It’s here!” cried the Frenchman. He put his hand on his chest and began
to cough. “Here it is!” he said. “I’ve a very bad ‘cow’ in here.”

Then the man in the shop understood that the Frenchman wanted some
medicine for his ‘cough’ and not for his ‘cow’.

1. coughed 2= 88 4. “cow” 4
2. pronounce % ¥ 5. repeated HM&
3. plough Mt 6. surprise 2. R
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4. THE NIGHT BEFORE EXAMINATION

The clock struck eleven at night. The whole house was quiet. Everyone
was in bed except me. Under the strong light, 1 looked gloomily before a
huge pile of disgusting stuff they call ‘books’.

I was going to have my examination the next day. “When can I go to
bed?” I asked myself. I did not answer. /n fact I dared nat'.

The clock struck 12. “Oh, dear!” cried I, “Ten more books to read
before I can go to bed! We pupils are the most wretched creatures in the world.
Dad does not agree with me on this. He did not have to work so hard when
he was a boy.”

The clock struck one. 1 was quite desperate’ now. I forgot all I had
learnt. “Who wrote David Copperfield?”” I asked myseif. [ scratched my head.
For a moment I could not answer.

The clock struck two. [ was too tired to go on. I did the only thing I
could — I prayed. “Our Father who art in Heaven, have mercy on a sinner.
Please let me pass my exam tomorrow. I shall be grateful to you all my life,
and | promise you I will work hard afterwards. Amen.”

I yawned® . My eyes were heavy, so heavy that [ could hardly open them.
A few minutes later, with my head on the desk, I fell asleep.

1. In fact I dared not WX L RAMK 3. yawned ®I X
2. desperate ¥
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5. MY EXPERIENCE IN EXAMINATION

Talking of examinations, I feel that they are one of the important acti-
vities in school life. Since the first day I went to school, I have had to deal
with them almost every day. All through my secondary school days, I have
gone through! all kinds of exams: entrance exams?, tests, quizzes® and so on.
I have tasted the flavour* of happiness, sadness and laughter.

Before every exam, there is always a certain time for me to suffer. The -
world before me seems to be sad and gloomy. I feel that all my books are
disgusting® . 1f it were not for my family, I would have thrown all the books
away.

During examinations, I am always like a computer. I try hard to
squeeze® out every piece of information to answer my questions. A machine
has no feelings, but I am nervous, my heart beats hard.

After the ‘sweaty battle’, the world seem# to be bright again. A disaster’
is over. I become lively again, and begin to digcuss every problem with my
classmates. We often blame the teachers for makmg trouble for us on
purpose®. But in fact, it is unfair to say so. L
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6. A PHYSICAL EXAMINATION

[ was waiting for the doctor to finish his examination. 1 was worried and
nervous'. Would he have to operate?? Would a blood transfusion® be neces-

sary? What would he have to say?

Dr. Lee was a heart specialist®*. He was an excellent doctor and his exami-
nations were always complete. He listened to the patient’s heart, took his blood
pressure and temperature, gave him an X-ray and examined his eyes and ears.

The doctor finally completed his examination and spoke to me. He told
me that heart trouble is never a minor® illness, but this wasn’t a serious heart
attack. He advised losing weight, getting plenty of sleep and eating good meals.
Smoking and drinking would be harmful, of course. Dr. Lee said it would be
necessary to be careful for a while, but he was confident that there was nothing
to worry about.

I felt much better after I spoke to Dr. Lee. 1 was certain that my uncle
would be up and around again® very soon. He’s seventy years old now, but
he can still live for a long time if he takes good care of himself.
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