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PREFACE

This new album about Yan’an represents the historical changes to the sacred place of
Chinese revolution over the past century with vivid pictures and a unique perspective. It' s of
great signif cance to bring the witnesses of the revolution back from the old days, and inspire the
successors with the spirit of Yan’an.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) came to  Yan’an from Bao’an
on Jan. 13, 1937. The revolutionists including Mao Zedong lived and commanded battles here
for 13 years. Here, they lived in the cave-dwellings with ambitious visions and at this place, they
launched the large-scale production and rectification campaign. So too, the landmark 7th CPC
National Congress was held here. The revolutionists led the people to gain the victory of Chinese
revolution and Yan’an, as the capital of the Red China, gained a world reputation.

The Mao Zedong "Thought" was established here, which is regarded as the first leap of
CPC'’s theory of development. And as the Yan’an spirit was formed, it became the most distinct
characteristic and spiritual wealth of the CPC members. The main contents of the Yan’an spirit
include the frm and correct political orientation, the ideological line of emancipating the mind and
seeking truth from the facts, the fundamental purpose of serving the people with heart and soul, and
the self-reliance and hard-working entrepreneurship.

After the founding of the new China, the Party committees and governments at all levels in
Yan’an along with the cadres and the masses, carried forward the revolutionary traditions and made
efforts to push forward the economic and social development. However , under the in f uence of the
ultra-Left trend of thought, Yan’an did fail to change the situation of poverty and backwardness. For
a long time, quite a large number of residents led a life, which couldn’t meet their needs.  The late
Chinese leader Zhou Enlai revisited Yan’an in 1973 and when he saw the dif f cult life of the local
residents, he couldn’t hold back his tears. He encouraged the city to improve the situation in three
years and double the grain output in fve years. He then made the promise to come back to Yan’an
after the great construction achievement in the city was accomplished.

s

Secretary of the Shaanxi Provincial CPC Committee

After the reform and opening-up was launched in China in late 1970s,  Yan’an shined with
new life and vigor under the care of the CPC Central Committee, the State Council and the people
of the whole nation. The provincial Party committee and government and the municipal Party
committee and government adhere to Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping
Theory and the important thought of Three Represents, and thoroughly apply the Scienti f ¢ Outlook
on Development. They grasp the historical opportunity of China’ s strategy of developing the west
region. They apply the spirit of Yan’an into the construction and development of the city . Yan’an is
accelerating the change of economic growth mode, exploiting energy resources in a scienti fc way,
coordinately pushing forward the industrialization, informatization, urbanization and agricultural
modernization.

The outlook of today’ s Yan’an has been fundamentally changed. The economic strength of
the city has been substantially increased, with the GDP  per capita exceeding 9,000 U.S. dollars
and where the per capita income of the city tops the list in Shaanxi Province. Yan’an also continues
to make great progress in returning farmland to forests, with its forest and grass coverage rate
reaching 67.7 percent. The land and mountains have been turned from yellow to green and the
people’s living conditions are also greatly improved. The construction of 12 counties, 33 key towns
and new rural communities in 100 villages is pushed forward step by step.  The per capita income
for urban and rural residents exceeds the provincial average of 2,000 yuan. A wealthy, beautiful and
fortunate Yan’an is rising on the loess plateau of the northern part of the Shaanxi Province.

At a new historical starting point, under the leadership of the CPC Central Committee with Xi
Jinping as the general secretary, we should thoroughly carry out the spirit of the 18th CPC National
Congress and the arrangement of the 12th provincial congress of the CPC. So too we will carry
forward the spirit of Yan’an, keep a low profle and engage in unostentatious hard work. W e should
carefully protect the spiritual home of the CPC members, and make every ef fort to better construct
Yan’an.

April, 2013
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