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Text A

Friendship of American Style

Steve and Yaser first met in their chemistry class at an American university. Yaser
was a student from Jordan. He was excited to get to know an American. He wanted to
learn more about American culture and hoped that he and Steve would become good
friends.

At first, Steve seemed very friendly. He always greeted Yaser warmly before class.
Sometimes he offered to study with Yaser. He even invited Yaser to have lunch with him.
But when the semester was over, Steve seemed more distant. The two former classmates
didn’t see each other very much at school. One day Yaser decided to call Steve. Steve
didn’ t seem very interested in talking to him. Yaser was hurt by Steve’s change of
attitude. “Steve said we were friends.” Yaser complained. “And I thought friends were
friends forever.”

Yaser is a little confused. He is an outsider to American culture. He doesn’ t
understand the way Americans view friendship. Americans use the word “friend” in a very
general way. They may call both casual acquaintances and close companions “friends”.
Americans have school friends, work friends, sports friends and neighborhood friends.
These friendships are based on common interests. When the shared activity ends, the
friendship may fade. Now Steve and Yaser are no longer classmates, their friendship has
changed.

In some cultures, friendship means a strong life-long bond between two people. In
these cultures friendships develop slowly, since they are built to last. American society is
one of rapid change. Studies show that one out of five American families moves every
year. American friendships develop quickly and they may change just as quickly.

People from the United States may at first seem friendly. Americans often chat easily
with strangers. They exchange information about their families, hobbies and work. They
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may smile warmly and say, “Have a nice day” or “See you later.” Schoolmates may say,
“Let’ s get together sometime.” But American friendliness is not always an offer of true
friendship.

After an experience like Yaser’s, outsiders may consider Americans to be fickle.
Learning how Americans view friendship can help non-Americans avoid misunderstanding.
It can also help them make friends the American way.

Here are a few tips on making friends with Americans:

1. Visit places Americans enjoy: parties, churches, western restaurants, parks, sports
clubs, etc.

2. Be willing to take the first step. Don’t wait for them to approach you. Americans
in China may not know whether you could speak English. They may be embarrassed if
they can’t speak your language.

3. Use small talk to open the conversation. Ask them where they’ re from, why they
come to China, etc. Remember: be careful to avoid personal questions about age, salary,
marital status and appearance.

4. Show an interest in their culture, their country or their job. (Americans like to talk
about themselves. )

5. Invite them to join you for dinner or just for coffee or tea. Try to set a specific
time. Americans sometimes make general invitations like “Let’s get together sometime”.
Often this is just a way to be friendly. It is not always a real invitation.

6. Don’t expect too much at first. Maybe they’re just being friendly. But maybe they
do want to be your good friends. It will take time to tell.

People like Yaser shouldn’t give up trying to make American friends. Americans do
value strong, life-long friendships, even with non-Americans. When making friends, it
helps to have a good dose of cultural understanding.

New Words

greet /gn t/ V. to meet or receive w1th expresswns of gladness or welcome to ,
receive in a spec1ﬁed manner Xj(zjl 1@&* ﬁ{éﬁl ﬁ(%

offer/ ofo/ v. to say that you are w1llmg to do sth for sb or glve sthto sb I_z;b
g 1‘3‘%&‘. 3 EI If ?Aﬁ‘"
I semester /st mesta/ n. (m some umversmes) elther of two divisions of the academxc

| year, rangmg from 15 to 18 weeks 23U R ﬂ‘fﬁ

1 | ° ;
| former /' fa:ma/ g ad] belongmg to or occurrmg m an ea.rher tune }ykﬁu B’J

?complain /kam'plem/ v. to express resentment, dlspleasure etc., esp. habltually,
grumble KA iﬂm

{




i confused /kon' fju:zd/

casual /' kaegual/

- acquaintance /o' kwenntans/ ‘ n. a person with whom one has been in contact but who is not a |
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adj. unable to think clearly or to understand what is happening or |
what sb is saylng i}'&ﬁ TR 5 R |

adj [usually before noun] w1thout deep aﬁ"ectlon Fﬁfﬁﬂ’]

close fnend 311)&

compamon /kam p&nj an/

rapid /'repid/

ke /)

fade /ferd/
" bond /bond/

approach /9 proutj/

embarrassed /1m baamst/
avord /a vald/

'
it
¢
f

marital /meentl/

e iy - WL

-+ —

| n. someone you spend a lot of tlrne w1th esp a ﬁ1end [_]ﬁé HH/}L 7
V. to gradually dlsappear ﬁ?ﬁ(ﬁﬁi

| n. .. sth that unites two or more people or groups such as love ora -
shared mterest or 1dea TR Al s KR

adj (of an actlon or movement) performed or occurrmg durmg af
short interval of tlme qulck W, & {;’iﬂ’J '

ad] changeable in purpose affectlons etc.; caprlc1ous @ﬁﬂ@ EJ ,
| AR ’ﬂfﬁﬂﬁu‘-ﬁ EI’J

V. to come nearer in posrtlon tlme quahty, character etc to
(someone or somethmg) e SIIRE i

] adj feelmg or showmg embarrassment MmB’J % B’J

v to refrain from domg, to prevent sth bad from happenmg ﬁﬁl,
| SBETF, ke %
adj of or relatmg to marnage &5!@&’] | -

status /'stertas/

specific /spo'sifik/

g n. a somal or professmnal posmon condmon or standmg to

1 whlch varying degrees of responsibility, privilege, and esteem
, are attached {7 ; RS (HIE

; ad] exp11c1t pamcular or deﬁmte A 1 s TR s A

Phrases and Expressions

a dose of an amount of sth ~f5} rfi %ﬁ%ﬁ‘]
small talk  casual or trivial conversatlon l*h}i HFUE
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Notes

Friendship is a relationship of mutual affection between two or more people. Friendship is
a stronger form of interpersonal bond than an association. Friendship has been studied in
academic fields such as sociology, social psychology, anthropology, and philosophy. Various
academic theories of friendship have been proposed, including social exchange theory, equity
theory, relational dialectics, and attachment styles. A World Happiness Database study found that
people with close friendships are happier.

Although there are many forms of friendship, some of which may vary from place to place,
certain characteristics are present in many types of friendship. Such characteristics include
affection, sympathy, empathy, honesty, altruism, mutual understanding and compassion, enjoyment
of each other’ s company, trust, and the ability to be oneself, express one’s feelings, and make
mistakes without fear of judgment from the friend. While there is no practical limit on what
types of people can form a friendship, friends tend to share common backgrounds, occupations,
or interests, and have similar demographics.

Enjoy English
Read the following poem and enjoy it.

No Man Is an Island
John Donne
No man is an island entire of itself; every man
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main;
if a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe
is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as
well as any manner of thy friends or of thine
own were; any man’s death diminishes me,
because I am involved in mankind.
And therefore never send to know for whom
the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.
From Meditation XV II, 1623

BEAR—EILE
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Understanding the text

There are some statements containing information given in the paragraphs of the text in
column A. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived in column B.

A B
Yaser and Steve have different attitudes to friendship. para. 1
Friendship in American culture differs from that in other cultures. para. 2
It is helpful to make friends with Americans. para. 3
American friendship is based on common interests . para. 4
It is useful to understand the way Americans regard friendship. para. 5
The author gives some advice on making American friends. para. 6
para. 7
para. 8

Classroom activity

Finish the following tasks.

1. Were Steve and Yaser friends? Why?

2. Why did Steve seem more distant when the semester was over?

3. Why was Yaser a little confused with what Steve said ?

4. What’s your viewpoint of “outsiders may consider Americans to be fickle” ?
5. Comment writer’s tips on making friends with Americans.
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Vocabulary

1. Match the words in column A with relevant meanings in column B.
A B

casual to express resentment, displeasure, etc, esp. habitually; grumble
complain happening by accident or chance
fade a person with whom one has been in contact but who is not a close friend

acquaintance  to gradually disappear

avoid to refrain from doing

2. Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the exact words in the text without
looking back at the text.
1) But when the was over, Steve seemed more
2) Steve didn’t seem very interested in talking to him. Yaser was hurt by Steve’s
of attitude.
3) Americans use the word “friend” in a very general way. They may call both and
friends.
4) In some cultures, friendship means a strong bond between two people.
5) At first, Steve seemed very friendly. He always Yaser warmly before class,
6) Hurt by Steve’s change of , Yaser is a little
7) Americans use the word “friend” in a very way.
8) When the shared activity ends, the friendship may
9) American society is one of change.

10) Remember: be careful to avoid personal questions about age, salary, and appearance.

3. Word building
Learn the prefix “mis-" of “misunderstanding” which means “lack or failure” in the text. Try

to find out more examples either in the text or outside the text. Write down your answers in
the blanks.

Learn the suffix “-ship” of “friendship” which means “a property or state of being”. It can be
added to form a new noun from a noun. Try to find out more examples either in the text or
outside the text. Write down your answers in the blanks.
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4. Replace the underlined part of each sentence with the proper word or phrase in its
proper form in the word list.

decide to just as too much be based on common interest
refrain from get give up be willing to

1) The City Hall was asking for airships, refusing to surrender as Washington advised, and
developing into a centre of intense emotion, of hectic activity.

2) When photography was first invented in the 19th century, people were fascinated by the
realism of the camera even as they acknowledged the artifice of the pose.

3) Success in management ultimately rests on good judgment.

4) At last the ape-man was determined to continue toward the northeast in the general

direction of German East Africa until he came upon natives from whom he might gain
information as to Rokoff’ s whereabouts.

5) Our shared pursuit is higher education rather than money.

6) I expect you to be good, and ready to learn; and I trust in God that I shall be faithful, and
willing to teach.

7) He assured me upon his honour that he was not poisoned, but died of a bad fever by
excessive drinking.

8) The third circle with which Anna had ties was preeminently the fashionable world—the
world of balls, of dinners, of sumptuous(3E# 3 44) dresses, the world that hung on to the
court with one hand, so as to avoid sinking to the level of the demi-monde( Xttt <>).

Structure
There is a sentence in the text “He doesn’ t understand the way Americans view friendship.”
Learn the structure “the way... " in this sentence and finish the following classroom activity.

Ask two students to make a pair of partners. One plays the role of A and the other plays the
role of B. A opens the book and B closes it. A reads sentence “A” slowly to B and B tries to
make another sentence with the structure in the brackets without changing the meaning.

1) A. Americans view friendship in some way; He doesn’t understand the way. (the way...)
B.
2) A. I’ m talking to you just in some way; I’ d talk to a boy of my own in a similar way. (the
way...)

B.

3) A. That was how minority nationalities were treated in UK. (the way...)
B.




USSR R AR 2 i)

4) A. She stared at me in a manner; I hate it. (the way...)
B.

5) A. No one can imagine how much he misses her. (the way...)
B.

Cloze
Fill in the blanks in the following paragraph by choosing the best answer from the word
list.

A. even B. in C. disappear D. changeable E. fast
F.the way G.common H. think much of I useful J. evolves

I am so excited that I have been accepted by my college. Now I have known that college in
some cultures, friendship 1) its own way, meaning a strong life-long bond between two
people, since it is built to last. American society is one of 2)  change. One 3)  five
American families moves every year. American friendships develop and change quickly. Yaser is
an outsider to American culture, not4)  understanding the way Americans view friendship.
American friendships are based on 5)  interests. Americans do 6)  strong, life-long
friendships, even with non-Americans. When the shared activity ends, the friendship may
gradually 7) . After an experience like Yaser’ s, outsiders may consider Americans to be
8)_ . Therefore, learning 9) ~ Americans view friendship can help non-Americans
avoid misunderstanding. When making friends, it is 10)__ to have a good dose of cultural
understanding.

Translation

1. Translate the following sentences into English using the words or phrases in the brackets.
1) R — 3 M E . (narrowly avoid )

2) AR RIZET L BI85 . (based on/upon)

3) At b KT HIE T 50 75K, BAl 1A BX— KRR H . (just as...)

4) FAEVFMIR 4 X AR Bt (be willing to)

5) fhAY IR T LB A TE R T R . (take...to)

2. Translate the following paragraph into Chinese.
At first, Steve seemed very friendly. He always greeted Yaser warmly before class.
Sometimes he offered to study with Yaser. He even invited Yaser to have lunch with him. But
when the semester was over, Steve seemed more distant. The two former classmates didn’ t

see each other very much at school. One day Yaser decided to call Steve. Steve didn’t seem



Unit1 American Life

very interested in talking to him. Yaser was hurt by Steve’s change of attitude. “Steve said we
were friends.” Yaser complained. “And I thought friends were friends forever.”

3. Translate the following paragraph into English using the words and phrases in the word
list.

a friend afar saying |  keep...apart [from different perspectives
interpersoﬁal rélationship interpersonal bond  the former ‘

the latter common interests base on  shared interests

common ground fade misunderstandihg be divided into

casual acquaintance close friend | take jfor

feidid . BEZ F EN; PEE = “BNFAC , REE AR e E R AW
B NI o "X A AR A BE R T A, AOE R A MG RR, BERARR
B AR, AR AE LR B4 FEFEDGER AARSUE F R AR TRz B, H3fhE S
AR I B R i AR S AR AT ASE AT AR (0 . AT AT L4 A2 2 2 AR R R
WINARL, TAARRE _FH AR, fUETREE, WK A  BEEEHERE S,




