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The Bat and the Weasels

A bat who fell upon the ground and was caught by a Weasel pleaded to be
spared his life. The Weasel refused, saying that he was by nature the enemy of all
birds. The Bat assured him that he was not a bird, but a mouse, and thus was set
free. Shortly afterwards the Bat again fell to the ground and was caught by another
Weasel, whom he likewise entreated not to eat him. The Weasel said that he had a
special hostility to mice. The Bat assured him that he was not a mouse, but a bat,
and thus a second time escaped.

It is wise to turn circumstances to good account.
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The Charcoal-Burner and the Fuller

A charcoal —burner carried on his trade in his own house. One day he met a
friend, a Fuller, and entreated him to come and live with him, saying that they should
be far better neighbors and that their housekeeping expenses would be lessened. The
Fuller replied, “The arrangement is impossible as far as I am concerned, for whatever
I should whiten, you would immediately blacken again with your charcoal.”

Like will draw like.
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The crow and the pitcher

A crow felt very thirsty. He looked for water everywhere. Finally, he found a
pitcher.

But there was not a lot of water in the pitcher. His beak could not reach it. He
tried again and again, but still could not touch the water.

When he was about to give up, an idea came to him. He took a pebble and
dropped it into the pitcher. Then he took another and dropped it in.

Gradually, the water rose, and the crow was able to drink the water.
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The Fawn and His Father

A young fawn once said to his Father,“You are larger than a dog, and swifter,
and more used to running, and you have your horns as a defense; why, then, O,
Father! Do the hounds frighten you so?” He smiled, and said: “I know full well, my
son, that all you say is true. I have the advantages you mention, but when I hear even
the bark of a single dog I feel ready to faint, and fly away as fast as I can.”

No arguments will give courage to the coward.
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To speak less of one's self than what one really is, is folly, not

" modesty; and to take that for current pay which is under a man'sy:""

value, is pusillanimity and cowardice.
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