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Chapter 1

Learning English

¥ 3% i
What keeps you so busy lately?
TREt L B AXHL?
Studying English,
fEFIEIE,
What makes you study English so hard?
T Mhix 2 R Dh KR e T '
You know I'm planning to golito the
United States this coming summer -if I'm
lucky enough to be admitted to -Miami
University, I’'m a bit nervous abéut my
English,
PraniE, MREPFHRERGTRAENIE, R
NEAEERALER, RV/BOLBHFIES
3. |
Your English is very good.
PRI 8 TE R AT B
Thank you, but I’m afraid my pronuncia-
tion isn’t accurate enough and that I might
get confused.
s, FTRMABBMORESBEY, TiER
R

~ 1 ~



Burt:

(kT

Ruth:

Burt:

H%Fs

Ruth:

=
i

Burt:

Don’t worry about it. As an American, I
understand you quite well, Besides, you’ve
passed the Test of English as a Foreign
Language.

RIS, BETXDTEEAKEE, R
WiERTE2WHEE, Fi, RELEE TS
ZWo

Yes, I have passed the TOEFL but I still
find the word order very difficult. Some-
times I know every word in an expression,
but I don’t know what it implies, Hcnestly,
I understand very little,

A%, REEZTHELR, TERNRARE
SIEREITRE,. B, AR R4 R
RE—ARE, TREMAESEL HF A H
. BEXE, BROREEIRMN,

Ycs, it is complicated., Sometimes the
sentence structure is awkward for Chinese-
sp:aking people,

2, RIBRMENN. FHENDF SR
PFOOER AR AT AR,

You know, I’'m embarrassed when p:zople
losz me in the middle of a conversation or
vice versal,

RRLE, RBMBIN RGBS A, ]
FIBRFRED,

Relax, Ruth. You shouldn’t torture your-

~ 2 ~
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Ruth:

B2
Burt:

{5z
Ruth:

iz,
Burt:

A%z

Ruth:

EES
Ruth:

Pats

self. Let’s take a break,

PIRR, BLBIPEHELGDT. hE—FL
e,

0.X., fine. Ten minutes,

. +4rbh.

Ten minutes. Shall we take a walk to the
swimming pool?

+5rehr BlFkMIBILEEELITFT?
Swimming pool? What do you intend to go
there for?

U bk ? 4R LA ILTF e

To get some fresh air. You need a rest and
so do your eyes. You’ve been reading a
Iot lately.

PEOR LFTREE W MEERE, RAVIRES
LEEKRB. RELEBEBEERLZT,

Oh yes, my eyes get tired easily. Sometimes
after I read too much, I can’t see things at
a distance.

W, 2O, BBERAELHBS. BHEKA,
AR R REEE T E B

Have you checked with the doctor? You
might be nearsighted,

A RZBREAGE? RATRBIEH T,

You know, I would hat: to have to wear
glass s,

fraE, WeIHRBIRE T,

~ 3 ~
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Ruth;:
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Burt:
{a%F:

Ruth:

0% 2
Burt:

1%

Ruth:

Thesz days a lot of people wear contact
lens:s, I'm  slightly far-sighted, s2 I need
glass:s to read. Contact lenscs wouldn’t

work for me.

LA AREBHRIRGE. REZHMGEN,
MBI EA REE 4. RIVIRBE T RE A&
o

I'll take your word for it,2 Burt., I’ll make
an appointment with a doctor tomorrow.

Ah-choo! (She snecezes.)

BAGIREHIE, Ak, RURXSKEZHEL,
Py GFTRENE)

Bless you!

L R G R

It’s chilly out, Why " don’t we just stay
home and have a little chat?

b7 AR LG, BATHRE R BRI

Just as you say.

S, WriRAY,

Let me fix some coffee for you. You take
it black,? right?

WA IRE RS, s w4 5, X
ke |

Right.

%

Make yourself at home, I’ll be right with
you,

~ 4 ~



Burt:

1615 s
Ruth:

Burt:

(L=
Ruth:

ks

Ruth:

BIA#ET. RO ERK,
(Time passes.) (FT—2JL)

So, tell me more,

WL, B R, -
Well, it’s funny. I used to study English
for entertainment becausz I didn’t have a
spzcial hobby, like playing mah-jongg, to
kill timet. Now I have a particular purpose
for it,

Py, UIRIRERE., BREOTERIERZEMNT
Wi, HHRBA BTG, Foin
RITwE, THRERFZRER THEN EH’Jo

S0 what’s the problem?
B2, 0] TEE R

Th: tutor assigned me a bunch of home
work., She wants me to memorize all the
phras:s and expressions,

BOKEBIRS T H— KB, hﬁ%f&i’lﬂﬁf
A B RIS A S AR IS P K,

She simply wants you to practice them
over and over again until they are fixed in
your mind. |

RAME, BRERRELY, HARLKLE
O H,

Ye¢s, she said it is necessary to drill as
much as possible and the more I apply it
in real situations the more natural it will

~ 5 ~



Burt:

ANk
Ruth:

i% 2

Buft:

{a%¢:
Ruth:

FR 28,
Burt:

%

Ruth:

become. Drill is boring!

*t, WL BARREEHES, BFEFHEA
ELpRERS, AEEL, JREREHR, W
IR TEZR,

She is right.

b AR,

So, that’s the problem, I need so much
practice and I'm getting discouraged.

Ml EX L. BRBIBALHEN, BEAA

ne

F X

Actually, the fastest way to reach your
goal would be to have a record player or a
tap: recorder,

g b, FRIEFRBRHGEEMREILRIE
Bl. ‘

Why all of that?

JAMRETFH A1

Well, the records or tap:s have native
voices and you can study them by listening
again and again and imitating the sounds
as many times as you wish.
BEMEFHFRSHE, RATUHE—E—a

W IR, BEOAImIER,
That’s a good idea. That way I’m not only

training my listening comprehension but
also my speaking ability.
¥R, FAXANE ARREIRBYT,



Burt:

et

Ruth:

Burt:

B4

ETEAG AR O EE D,

Besides, since English is not ycur native
tongue, you must develop the muscles of
your spzech organs to produce unfamiliar
souncs When you read, read aloud.

Besh, BHAREDRRPIAEE, 15514
GHRYESRE, DERHBRTREBNOT, i#
B IR R i

And the tutor also said that language is
an irstrument. People usz it to express
their ideas, thoughts, feelings, etc., ariq all
these are determined by culture. When you
understand the cultural background, you
can bztter us:z the language. N
BEHNRESIMBLELESE—HLE. AMTH
XA TRBERAZ, BEEBEREE, WX
-ﬂw%%ﬂ%ﬁaift&}i% WmRT Xt #
¥, BLEEE ST Hbiz A

Yes, language is 1nt1mate1y tied to man’'s
feelings and activities. It is bound up with
nationality, religion, and the feeling of
self. As groups of men developsd in dif-
ferent areas of the world, each group
created its own spoken language. However,
the written language came about long after

the spoken language was created.
xt, EESMARWHER, BHBEHEIHXR,

~ T ~



Ruth:
F5 224

—

Burt:

{54k

- Ruth:

[EENE
Ruth:

PRy
Burt:

{04

Ruth:

ESEE, R, TARBREEDRKRE. it
N LEFERBERT# AESRNBX KR, P
LAk 03 A IR IE SR B M 10 B4R, o
& B FRREEESEERMBAAL Al Hk
58

She said that, too,

X 23,

She surely sounds like an expert,

BE, WHBRNTERT.

She is, I guess, She holds her master’s
degree in EJucation and now she is doing
rescarch for her dissertation for her doc-
torate degree,
AR AL EF AT L%, HEE
VR d L e VA e oy a2

How marvelous! You’re certainly lucky to
have her as your tutor,

RE T VRIS IBEHIXFRAT N K B EO6,

I'm glad to hear you say that,

R BRI AR,

I've enjoyed our talk, but I have to leave
now. Why don’t you hit the sack® for an
hour? It would do you good.
BOMFREELD, TERERSET. K'Y
H2AGT L= /hEEe B3R R 5 i,

However, I don’t have time for a nap this
afternoon.,

~ 8 ~
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Burt: Well, take care.
(LS i, ZRE,
Ruth: ’Bye.
ﬁgf_ﬁ.t Emo

= B

1, vice versa ['vaisi 'va:so] fiTHE, BBH ‘KIEK” o)

2. take your word for it H{ZURUME.

3. take it black BupHERInA-yi, it j5omeE, black coffee :mntz:mm
BE, white coffee Hnskihiyunmk,

4, kill time HBER .
hit the sack FElt, BRI, sack Effe

~9~
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- Ruth:

Burt:

Chapter 2

An Assistantship

B R &

Hey, wake up!

B, AR AE?

Oh, hi. I’m still in shock, I just got the
green light from admissions and loot to
boot!,

2, BREEHNE, RREIRIEEASE S,
EHEELER |
Fantastic! What did you get—{fellowship,
assistantship or scholarship?

TR RBRNESA—RRESE, B
Btk B TR A

They offered me an assistantship. It’s better
than I’d hopad for. The stipend will cover
tuition, room and board, With that I won’t
have to sponge off my folks.
ATARBUETHEREES, KHPRABE
T, RELUFELTNRERM. IHERRED
BIHIRBIACEET .

That’s great! So you only have to provide
the round-trip trarsportation fee, vacation

exp:ns:s and miscellaneous costs, because



