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Stories from Greek and Roman

Mythology

1 The Beginning of the World

In the beginning, the universe was a formless void and a uniform
darkness. Land and sea and air were all one mass. In the middle of the
pervading gloom sat Chaos and his wife, Nyx, the Goddess of Night, who
reigned but‘.‘did not rule, for the whole space was lifeless. Countless
centuries later, light and day came into existence, and earth and sea and air
appeared in distinction. Still later, the union of Gaea (Earth) and Uranus
(Heaven) gave birth to the Titans, the Cyclopes and the Centimani, all
giants in stature and strength.

Then Uranus became afraid that his own gigantic children might
dethrone him, so he drove them all back to the earth. Mother Gaea was
angry. She instigated one of her sons, Kronos (Cronos/Saturn), to attack
Uranus. Kronos wounded his father with a sickle, and made himself
supreme ruler of the universe. He married his own sister Rhea and made
his brother Hyperion the sun-god and his sister Phoebe the moon goddess.
He ruled his realm peacefully until an oracle prophesied that he would be
dethroned, one day, by one of his own children. He became afraid and took
the excessive precaution of © swallowing up all his five children, one by
one, immediately after their birth. These were Hestia (Vesta), Demeter
(Ceres), Hera (Juno), Poseidon (Neptune) and Hades (Pluto). When Rhea
gave birth to the last child, Zeus (Jupiter) by name, Kronos wanted to get
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