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Lesson One

Machines in the city

1. Dick Mallory is a book publisher.His office on the
fortieth floor of a skyscraper in the center of New York
City is the world he works in. The world he lives in is a
white house on a quiet street in a suburb 30 miles from
the big city. Whether he is at work in the heart of the big
city or at home in the quiet suburb, Dick’s life is tied to
machines"). In many ways he represents modern man in
the big city—modern man in the machine age.

2. In a typical working day, Dick and his wife are
awakened by the buzzing of an electric alarm clock. As
he pushes a button to silence the alarm', he turns on the
radio beside his bed to hear the morning news. Then he
goes to the bathroom for a quick shave!® with his electric
shaver.

3. After dressing, Dick goes to the kitchen, where his
wife has begun to prepare breakfast. Eggs are cooking
on the electric stove, bread is being toasted!? in an elec-
tric toaster, and coffee is being made in an electric coffee
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maker. From the electric refrigerator Dick takes a carton
of cream, another of fresh milkf®, and a can of frozen
orange juice. He opens the can with an electric can open-
er and mixes the contents with®) several cans of cold
water. Then the orange juice is ready, and Dick and his
wife can begin breakfast. During breakfast, they sometimes
watch the morning news program on television.

4. After breakfast Dick gets the car out of the garage.,
and his wife drives him to the railroad station. The
station is crowded with other commuters like himseif,
people who must traveli”? 30 or even 50 miles to the city
and back every day. Some are reading the morning paper;
others are talking with one another, waiting nervously
for the train. If the train is late, their routine, timed to
the minute®!, could easily be upset. But exactly on sched-
ule, the train arrives at the station. Forty-five minutes
later it arrives in the city, still on schedule.

5. With the other commuters, Dick hurries from the
train into the station. As he mears the door, it is whip
ped open by an electric eye, and he passes through into the
waiting room. A moment later he steps onto a moving
stairway that takes him rapidly up to the street level.
Buses and taxis are everywhere, but because Dick’s office
is only four blocks away, he always walks.

6. Soon he is inside the sixty-story skyscraper where
his company has offices. At a long bank of elevators®? he
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waits until a green light flashes for an up car*®), then
steps inside. He pushes the button for the fortieth floor,
the door closes, and the car rises smoothly and noiselessly.

7. When the elevator reaches the fortieth floor, the
door again slides open, and Dick steps into the familiar

all with its early-morning quiet!''}, and hurries to his of -
rice. He turns on the lights and is soon at work!?), There
is much to be done before the clerks and secretaries be-
gin to arrive.

8. An hour later the day’s routine begins with the ar-
rival of the mail. As he reads it, ke usually takes notes,
and on the more urgent points'*? picks up the telephone
and calls other departments in the building and other
businesses in New York. It is a matter of routine for Dick
to call the company’s offices in Chicago and San Fran-
ciscol'¥), and sometimes even to call its representatives in
London and Paris. Once he has the information he needs,!'s!
he dictates letters into a recording machine for his secretary
to type and return to him later for his signaturef®®),

9. At times Dick is aware of the workers in the ou-
ter office answering!*™ telephones, typing letters, and filing
papers. From a room next door he hears the even ch-
cking®} of a machine that is duplicating copies of sche-
dules and instruction sheets. Other machines are taking
pictures of important letters and documents and producing
many copies in a few minutes. From a special office nearby
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comes the hum of!'®! an electronic computer, which is
recording orders, billing customers, and making out the
company payroll.

10. Often Dick is also aware of other sounds, the mo-
re or less muffled traffic noises that come from the street
down below-—the honking of horns, the blowing of
whistles, the screeching of brakes. These are curiously
mixed with the clang of hammers and riveting machines
and with the shouts of the workmen putting up a new
skyscraper next door. But Dick is used to noise—for the
big city, a city of machines, must be a city of noise.

11.  Although he is used to the noise,Dick usually loo-
ks forward to the end of the day,when he can return to his
house in the quiet suburb®®). For relaxation he may mow
the lawn with his power mower; or sometimes he repairs
a piece of furniture!*') with his electric tools. He may help
his young children build a pen for their pet rabbit. Or he
may just sit in a comfortable chair watching television
or listening to his favorite music on the record player.

12, In the office or at home!**), machines are a part of
the Mallorys’ life. Like many other city people, they would
find it hard to live without machinest:*,
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Alarm clock, razor, and radio—all run by electricity
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