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The Solipsist

Fredric Brown

Walter B. Jehovah, for whose name I make no apol-
ogy since it really was his name, had been a solipsist”
all his life. A solipsist, in case you don’ t happen to
know the word, is one who believes that he himself is
the only thing that really exists, that other people and
the universe in general exist only in his imagination,
and that if he quit imagining them, they would cease to
exist.

One day, Walter B. Jehovah became a practicing
solipsist. Within a week, his wife had run away with an-
other man, he’ d lost his job as a shipping clerk and he
had broken his leg chasing a black cat to keep it from
crossing his path.

He decided, in a hospital, to end it all.

Looking out the window, staring up at the stars, he
wished them out of existence, and they were not there
anymore. Then he wished all other people out of exis-

tence, and the hospital became strangely quiet, even for
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