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Hit the Books!

TEAGHER NOTE: “Hit the books” is a slang term meaning to study.
At the end of this unit, your students will be able to:
identify and speak school vocabulary including idiomatic expressions, slangs, and formal words;
write dictations related to classroom instructions;
answer questions about stories and retell them;

improve listening skills by writing answers to cloze exercises.

@) O

Ready; Set; GO!! Conversational Warm-Up

Step 1: Think of your experiences in school as a student. Share with the class what you liked or disliked about
school and/or you most memorable and funniest experiences.

Step 2: Instruct each student to write in his or her book the thing that he or she likes most about school, least
about school. and the most memorable school experience. Give students 3~5 minutes for this part of the
activity.

Step 3: Put students in groups of 4 and have them share their responses. Give students 5 minutes for this activity.

Step 4: Ask each group to share their most unique answers with the rest of the class.

Interactive Listening

Review the words and phrases in the Word Box with the students before playing the audiotape.

Listen to the following dialogue.
Step 1: Ask students to close their books and listen.
Step 2: Ask students to write the missing words in the blanks to complete the dialogue. Do not stop the tape
during this exercise.
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@@= Script & Key

William:

Zachary:

William:
Zachary:
William:
Zachary:
William:
Zachary:
William:

Zachary:

Hey. I missed class yesterday. | was out sick with a cold. I couldn’t even get out of bed! Can I

borrow your notes?
Sure. She gave us a lot of new material and information. I” Il need them back tomorrow night so that I

can study for Friday’s quiz.
There’s a quiz Friday?

Yeah, there's a quiz Friday. And, the teacher told us to skim chapter 6 too. 1t s a real pain,
That’s the chapter about the Spanish-American War. Isn’t it boring?

Yes, but skimming it is supposed to help us shzvrpen our reading skills.

Are there any other directions?

No. Just scan the chapter and make sure you don’t lose my notes,

Okay. Thanks. See you later.

Later. Try to get those notes back to me tomorrow!

This is a quick-check exercise with the entire class. Ask students if there are any words or phrases that need to be explained,
then ask the following questions. These questions will help you evaluate how well the students are listening and
understanding in context.

@ Reference Key

1. Are William and Zachary classmates? How do you know?

Yes, they are in the same class because they are able to use the same notes.
2. Must a person read in order to “skim™ chapter 67

Yes, he or she must read in order to skim a chapter. However, skimming does not mean reading carefully for

detail, but rather reading for the main idea.
3. Why does Zachary say skimming chapter 6 is a real pain?

Because skimming chapter 6 is either a lot of work or not very fun. or both!
4. Why does William ask to borrow Zachary's notes?

Because he missed the class.
5. What does William mean when he says “see you lafer”?

“See you later” is a very informal way to say goodbye.

Ask students to answer the following questions as they listen to the dialogue.

&= Script

William:  Hi! It’s good to see you again. Are you going to the cutdoor book fair on Saturday?

Zachary: Yeah. I think I'll check it out. Are you going too?

William:  Yeah. [’m in the mood for @ good read. [ just hope that I don’t go hroke. Last year I spent $50
on books and magazines. And then 1 only read half of them. What a waste! 1’ 1l have to be more
careful this year.

Zachary: 1’1l have to be careful of that too. It’s something [ look forward to every year. I hope the weather is
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nice.

William:  Don’t worry. If the weather is bad, the rzin date will be the following Saturday.

Zachary:  Oh really? In case it doesn’ t rain, let’ s meet up at the corner of Main and Highland on Saturday
morning and go together.

William: I can’t. I've already made plans to go to the book fair with Emily.

Zachary: (teasing) Oh, you’re going to the book fair with your new girlfriend. Isn’t that sweet?

William:  (annoyed) I’ ve told you before—Emily and [ are just friends.,

Zachary: But you do everything together! You must see each other every day. And you talk on the phone a lot.
How can you say that you’re “just friends”?

William:  I'm telling you. man. Were not dating. We just like to hang out.

TEAGHER NOTE: “Man” is a generic nickname that guys often use with each other.
Zachary:  You’d better make sure she thinks you’re “just friends.” She might think something different.

@ Reference Key
1. What does William mean when he says that he is in the mood for a good read?
He means that he wants to read a good book and hopes he can find one at the outdoor book fair.
2. What will happen if it rains on the day of the outdoor book fair?
The outdoor book fair will be held the following Saturday.
3. What do William and Zachary need to be careful of when they go fo the outdoor book fair?
Going broke or spending too much money.
4, Why can’t William go to the book fair with Zachary?
Because he’s already made plans to go with a friend. Emily.
5. Is Emily William’s girlfriend?
Not according to William. However, Zachary points out that Emily might think something different since
William and Emily spend so much time together.

Check the answers for Activity 1 with the entire class orally. Have students raise their hands to answer questions and make
sure all students participate. Ask students if they heard any words or phrases that they did not understand.

Allow students to listen to the dialogue 2~3 more times in order to gain the contextual meaning of the words and phrases
identified in this exercise.

Call on students individually to define the new words and phrases in context. Ask students if they think these words are idioms
or not.

@ Reference Key
outdoor book fair: an event where books are sold outside, not in a building
rain date: another time for an event if the event cannot take place because of rain
to check it out: to see what is happening somewhere
a good read: a book that is very interesting and enjoyable to read
to go broke: to spend all your money and have none left
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“just friends™: a phrase used to describe a guy and a girl who spend a lot of time together, but are not romantically

involved

Speaking Interaction

Step 1: Ask students to listen and repeat the following examples of formal, informal, and casual functions that
appear in the text. Pay close attention to their diction.

TEAGHER NOTE: These phrases may need further clarification:

Formal

1. “Quite apprehensive” means he is very worried.

“Academic records” are files that contain grades and reports from previous schools.

“Put your mind at ease” means to make someone feel comfortable and not worried.

g y
Informa

1. “It’s my pleasure” means he was glad to help.

“Relax a bit” means make yourself more comfortable and stop being nervous.

Casual

1. “You’re in luck” means you’re lucky.

“Thanks a million” means thank you very much.

Step 2: Instruct students to practice these patterns with a partner. After most of the students have gone
through the dialogues, instruct them to switch roles.

Step 1: Ask students to listen to the dialogue and fill in the missing lines. After you have checked the answers,
instruct students to practice in pairs.

@ Script & Key

1. Principal:
Michael:
Principal:
Michael:

Principal:

Michael:
Principal:
Michael:
Principal:

Michael:

Good morning and welcome, Michael.

Good morning, Dr. Newton.

Were very happy to have you as a student at our school.

I’ m very glad to be here, but I'm quite apprehensive about attending a new school.

Don’t worry. It” s normal for a new student to feel that way. We have an excellent faculty and
student body here.
Yes. I’ ve heard a lot of good things about your school.

I have reviewed your academic records and they indicate that you’ re an outstanding student.
Thank you. I hope that I can continue to improve while [’ m here.

1’ m sure that we can provide the opportunity here for you to do so. Now Michael. do you have
any questions?

Yes. I’m concerned about finding my classes and rooins without being late for class.
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TEACHER NOTE: In North American high schools, students change classrooms and teachers remain in the same

room. Oftentimes students must rush from one class to the next in order not to be late.

Principal:

Michael:
Principal:

2. Principal:
Mrs. Hershey:
Michael:
Principal:
Michael:
Principal:
Mrs. Hershev:

Michael:
Mrs. Hershey:

3. James:
Michael:
James:
Michael:
James:

Michael:

James:

Michael:

To put your mind at ease. I will walk with you to your homeroom and introduce you to your

teacher.
Oh thank you. I would appreciate it.
Come with me Michael. We’ Il go now.

Mrs. Hershey, I’ d like to introduce you to a new student, Michael.
1’ m pleased to meet you, Michael.

Thank you. Mrs. Hershey. It’s nice to meet you too.

[ need to be getting back to my office now. Goodbye Michael.
Goodbye and thank you.

It's my pleasure.

Please come into our room and Il find a seat for you and the book you’ Il need for your first
class, which will be in this room.

I’ m so grateful for any help. I 'm nervous about finding all my classes on time.

Have a seat and relax a bit. The other students will be arriving soon and I’ m sure someone
will be glad to help you.

Hi. I’ m James. You must be a new student.
Hi, this is my first day here. My name is Michael. Nice to meet you.

Do you have your schedule of classes yet?

Yes. here. You may look at it.

You re in luck. We have the same classes and even the same lunch period. We can even sit
together in the cafeteria and [ can help you to understand all the lunch lines.

That’s great! Thanks a million.

Don’t worry about it. I’ m glad to have a new friend. Oh, it’s time for class to start. When we

rotate classes, 1" 1l wait on you by the door.
Thanks!

Step 2: Instruct students to work in pairs or groups. Instruct them to create their own dialogues by replacing the

missing lines that they have just filled in. Possible answers are included below, but please note that more

than one answer per line is possible.

This activity has been added to book 2 to increase students’ fluency. Many times Chinese students focus too much on getting “the
right answer.” This focus on “the right answer” can block language acquisition because students become too worried about
making a mistake and are afraid to speak English freely. This exercise reminds students that often there is more than one correct
response to a question or prompt in English. It will also stretch them as they learn to express the same idea using different words.
Although this exercise may be difficult for your students at first, it will become second nature towards the end of this book.

&= Script & Key

1. Principal:
Michael:

Principal:

Good morning and welcome, Michael.
Good morning. Or How do you do? Or Hello. Or Good day. Or Good morning sir, efc.

We 're very happy to have you as a student at our school.
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Michael:

Principal:

Michael:

Principal:

Michael:

Principal:

Michael:

Principal:

Michael:

Principal:

2. Principal:

Mrs. Hershey:

Michael:

Principal:

Michael;
Principal:

Mrs. Hershey:

Michael:

Mrs. Hershey:

3. James:
Michael:

I’m very glad to be here. Or 1’ m pleased to be here. Or It’s great to be here. Or It’s a pleasure

to be here. Or 1’ m happy to be here, etc. but I' m quite apprehensive about attending a new
school.

Don’ t worry. It’ s normal for a new student to feel that way. We have an excellent faculty and
student body here.

Yes, sir. I’ ve heard a lot of good things about your school. Or Your school has a good
reputation. Or People have told me good things. Or People speak highly of your school. Or The
school was recommended. etc.

I have reviewed your academic records and they indicate that you’ re an outstanding
student.
Thank you, sir. Or Sir, I’ m grateful. Or Youre so kind. sir. Or You 're so thoughtful. Or You're

so helpful, erc. I hope that I can continue to improve while I'm here.
1" m sure that we can provide the opportunity here for you to do so. Now Michael, do vou have
any questions? Or can | answer any questions? Or do you have anything to ask? Or can I help

in any way? Or are you confused about anything? etc.

Yes. I’ m concerned about finding my classes and rooms without being late for class.
To put your mind at ease, | will walk with you Or 1 will go with you Or | will

accompany you Or we can go together Or we’ 1l both go etc. to your homeroom and introduce

you to your teacher.

Or That would please me. Or I would feel much better, etc.
Come with me Michael. We' 1l go now. Or It s time to leave. Or Let’s go. Or We need to go.
Or We have to leave now. etc.

Mrs Hershey. I'd like to introduce you to a new student, Michael.
I’ m pleased to meet you. Or 1’ m happy to know you. Or I’ m glad to know you. Or It’ s nice to

meet you. Or ' m glad to meet you. etc. Michael.

Thank you, Mrs. Hershey. It”s nice to meet you too. Or 1" m also pleased to meet you. Or 1’ m
happy to know you. Or I’ m glad to meet you too. Or It’s good to meet you too, etc.

[ need to be getting back to my office now. Goodbye Michael. Or So long Michael. Or See you
later Michael. Or Have a good day Michael. Or Talk to you later. erc.

Goodbye and thank you.

It’s my pleasure. Or 1" m happy to do it. Or I'm glad to help you. Or 1’ m pleased to help you.

Or I'm glad to assist you, etc.

Please come into our room and I’ 11 find a seat for you and the book you’ Il need for your first
class, which will be in this room.

I'm so grateful for any help. Or Thank you so much. Or Your help is greatly appreciated. Or
You are so kind. Or I appreciate any help. efc. I’ m nervous about finding all my classes on time.
Have a seat and relax a hit. The other students will be arriving soon and I’ m sure someone

will be glad to help you. Or another student will like to help you. Or another student will be
happy to assist you. Or someone will be pleased to be of help. Or another student can be of

help, etc.

Hi, I’'m James. You must be a new student.
Hi. this is my first day here. Or I’ m new here. Or | just moved here. Or 1 haven’t been here




James:

Michael:

James:

Michael:

James:

Michael:
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before. Or 1 just came here, etc. My name is Michael. Nice to meet you.

Do you have your schedule of classes yet?

Yes. here. You may look at it. Or Would vyou like to see it? Or You may have a look. Or Here it

is. Or You may see it, etc.

You re in luck. We have the same classes and even the same lunch period. We can even sit
together in the cafeteria and I can help you Or I can assist you Or | can answer your questions
Or 1 can be of assistance Or 1 can be of help etc. to understand the lunch lines.

That’ s great! Or Terrific! Or That’ s wonderful! Or Super! Or 1’ m so thankful for your help!
etc. Thanks a million.

Don’t worry about it. I’ m glad to have a new friend. Or to be your friend. Or to have another
classmate. Or to meet someone new. Or to be your friend, erc. Oh, it’s time for class to start.
When we rotate classes, 1" 11 wait on you by the door.

Thanks! Or 1" m so grateful! Or I really appreciate this! Or You' re so kind! Or That’ s
wonderful! erc.

Ask students to create dialogues on their own with the situational guidelines. Sample dialogues have been provided; however,
please note that many other dialogues are possible!

Setting 1 (Casual)

&= Sample Dialogue
A=Michael; B=John

John:
Michael:
John:
Michael:
John:
Michael:
John:
Michael:

Hello there. My name is John. Are you new here?

Yes, I am. I’m Michael. It"s good to meet you.

Have you gotten your lunch yet?

No. I haven’t.

Okay. "1l help you order. Let’ s stand in line. Do you want pizza or a salad as your main dish?
A salad would be great.

Okay. Go order it and then we can eat lunch together.

Great! Thanks for your help.

Setting 2 (Informal)

@ Sample Dialogue

A=Alexis; B=Morgan

Morgan:
Alexis:
Morgan:

Alexis:
Morgan:
Alexis:

Hi, are you new here?

Yes. my name is Alexis and my family just moved to this area.

Nice to meet you. Alexis. My name is Morgan. 1" 11 show you around today. Can I see your class
schedule?

Sure. Here it is.

This is great. We have the same first period class—math. 1’1l take you to class and show you the way.
Thank you so much. I was really afraid I'd get lost!
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@ Sample Dialogue
A=Michelle; B=Principal
Principal: Good morning and welcome to our school, Michelle.
Michelle: Thank you and good morning to you, ma’am.
Principal: My name is Dr. Palmer and we re so glad to have you attend our school.
Michelle: It’s good to be here. I hope that I will be able to find my classes without a problem.
Principal: 1’ m sure you will be fine. Everyone is helpful and friendly here. Your records indicate that you’ re an

excellent student.

Michelle: Thank you, ma’am. [ hope to do as well in a school with such a good reputation.
Principal: 1’m sure you will and "1l be glad to help in any way I can. Please don’t hesitate to ask.
Michelle: Thanks again, ma’am. You’re very kind.
Principal: Now, it’s time to go to your homeroom. I will take you there to meet your teacher.
Michelle: Thank you. I really appreciate that.

Have extra time? Want to do more? Write situations on small squares of paper and have two students come to the
front of the class, draw a situation and create a dialogue before the class.

Give students 3~4 minutes to look over the incorrect phrases. Then call on individual students for their responses. Before you
give the correct response, ask students if they agree with their peers. If the correct answer is not given, show them the correc-
tions and explain the grammar behind the corrections.

[ wery Lilie this book. (incorrect)

I like this book wery muei. (correct)

[ really like this book. (correct)
“Very” is an adverb and in this case, it tells to what extent the speaker likes the book. Even though it is an adverb,
it is not used by itself and it is not used before a verb. It’ s better to use “really” or use “very” after the object and
with “much.”

I am waiting &} icket. (incorrect)

[ am waiting for the ticket. (correct)

[ will apply t#e visa. (incorrect)

I will apply for the visa. (correct)
The incorrect sentences need to have a preposition (for) in front of the objects (the ticket and the visa). A
prepositional phrase begins with a preposition and ends with a noun or pronoun. It is incorrect to skip or not say

the preposition.



Further Listening and Speaking

Ask students to read along as they listen to the text. Play the audio version.

The Amish are a group of people who live in parts of the United States and
Canada, particularly in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana. Because of their
religious beliefs, they choose to separate themselves from the rest of the
world and live in isolated rural communities. They live an austere life
without electricity, television, telephones, and other modern conveniences.
Their life centers around family and the small communities that they live in.
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The Amish keep to themselves and are easy to spot among other Americans because of their
distinctive dress and mode of transportation. Amish men wear beards and plain colored clothes
while the women wear long dresses. The men wear wide black hats and the women wear white
or black coverings on their heads. They do not drive cars but use horses and buggies instead.

Most Amish live in the countryside and make their living as farmers. The

. men usually have a skill or a trade as well. Amish women help run the

farm and take care of their families. The Amish are known for having
large families and many children. It is common for an Amish couple to
have at least six children and some are known to have as many as 21!
They feel that the more children they have, the more help they will have
on the farm. They choose to live very differently from most North
Americans and enjoy what many would call “the simple life.”

Instruct students to complete the True/False activity while they listen to the recording again. Go over the answers with the

class.

I. The Amish wear very colorful clothes.
(They wear plain, usually black and white clothing.)

2. The Amish are easy to spot when among other Americans.

3. Most Amish live in cities and large towns.
(They live in the countryside.)

4. Amish men wear beards.

5. An Amish family will drive a car and also use a horse and buggy for transportation.
(They do not drive cars.)
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