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HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE TEMPLE

The history of the Middle Temple is a long and fascinating one. Templars
held the estate of the Temple from the twelfth century until their suppres-
sion in the early fourteenth century; thereafter the lawyers came. The
magnificent Tudor Hall of the Middle Temple was completed in 1574. By
Elizabethan times the Inns of Court were known colloquially as the Third
University of England. Many persons other than lawyers became members
of Middle Temple—among them Sir Walter Raleigh, Elias Ashmole,
Edward Hyde (Earl of Clarendon), William Congreve, Henry Fielding,
Edmund Burke, William Cowper and William Makepeace Thackeray.
Another Middle Templar and explorer was Bartholomew Gosnold, discov-
erer of Cape Cod, who named a nearby island Martha’s Vineyard in
honour of his six-year-old daughter. From those beginnings grew the
thirteen American colonies, and in due course five Middle Templars signed
the American Declaration of Independence on 4 July 1776. Moreover, the
US Constitution was drafted by a committee chaired by yet another Middle
Templar, John Rutledge, who, along with six other Middle Templars, was
among its 39 original signatories.

The story of the Inn in modern times has seen it become one of the
world’s pre-eminent centres for legal education and practice.

This history of the Middle Temple, written by a team of eminent lawyers
and legal historians, is the product of original research in the archives of
the Middle Temple and will be a treasure trove of information about the
Inn, its diverse history and influence.



This book is dedicated to the memory of
Sir David Calcutt, QC, whose idea it was




Editor’s Note

Lesley Whitelaw, the Archivist of the Middle Temple, has made a signal
contribution to this book. Her familiarity and facility with the archives of
the Inn, coupled with her historical and palaeographical knowledge, have
been of invaluable help to me in the preparation of the book. She has made
a particular contribution to the passages on the Molyneux Globes, and has
been the source of numerous ideas in relation to the writing and illustra-
tion of the book.

Lesley’s assistant, Hannah Baker, has used her skills in making up CDs
of many of the illustrations. Celia Pilkington, the Archivist of the Inner
Temple, has given freely of her time in helping me to find documents
relating to the fate and replacement of the old Purbeck marble columns in
the Temple church. Christopher Morcom Q.C. has advised me on copy-
right questions. Ian Garwood, the Director of Estates, and Ian Smith, the
Surveyor of the Middle Temple, produced the diagrams relating to the
construction of the double hammerbeam roof of Middle Temple Hall. One
of the authors, Sir John Baker, has suggested, read and translated ancient
documents. The opinion of Peter Barber, MA, FSA, FRHistSoc, Head of
Map Collections at the British Library, that Ashley is a more likely source
than James I for Middle Temple’s Molyneux Globes, finds expression in
the book. Kristine McGlothlin, head of bench administration at Middle
Temple, has prepared publicity material for the book, in conjunction with
Jo Ledger of Hart Publishing. Rachel Pydiah, the secretary of the Under-
Treasurer of the Middle Temple, provided the typescript of the American
appendix. I have had the pleasure of dealing with Richard Hart in many
respects relating to the publication of the book, in particular in relation to
the finding of authors and to the design of the book. Rachel Turner, his
assistant, has been infinitely patient and businesslike in receiving the
various drafts. Mel Hamill has tirelessly helped in the administration of the
copy editing. The copy editor herself, Catherine Minahan, has proposed
some felicitous amendments. Tom Adams has smoothed the way to the
production of the printed copy. And it was Sir Louis Blom-Cooper, QC,
who made the happy suggestion that I approach Hart Publishing to publish
the book. To all of these people I am deeply grateful.



viii Editor’s Note

Dates given in the text are NS. References to Parliament are generally
references to the Middle Temple Parliament, which is a general meeting of
benchers of the Inn held regularly during the year as part of the governance
of the Inn.

Finally, two small points. I have used the spelling Raleigh for Sir Walter
notwithstanding that his name is spelt Rawley in the Middle Temple
Admissions Register and is spelt Ralegh in the DNB and the ODNB.
Raleigh is the common spelling and any other is likely to be distracting to
the general reader. If necessary, I pray in aid Cardinal Wolsey, who, the
DNB tells us, invariably signed his name Wulcy. And I use the plural
Knights Templar in deference to modern usage.
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His books include The Order of Serjeants at Law (1984); The Legal
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John Colyer (His Honour John Colyer QC) was an Open History Scholar
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States to talk upon legal history topics. He was a Reader at the Inns of
Court School of Law, is a past Chairman of Middle Temple Estates and
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Library Committees and a former Master of the Archives. For 15 years he
was Chairman of Middle Temple Historical Society.
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Barrister of Middle Temple 1962; QC 1980; Master of the Bench of the
Middle Temple 1989; Official Referee 1993-1998; Judge of the Technol-
ogy and Construction Court 1998-2007.

HILL

Richard Hill served for 40 years in the Royal Navy, including four tours in
the Ministry of Defence, retiring in 1983 in the rank of rear admiral. He
was Under Treasurer of the Middle Temple from 1983 to 1994 and is an
Honorary Master of the Bench. He wrote and lectured on maritime
subjects from 1970 onwards. His ten books include Maritime Strategy for
Medium Powers, The Prizes of War and the Oxford Illustrated History of
the Royal Navy, of which he is General Editor. He was Editor of The
Naval Review from 1983 to 2002.

PREST

Wilfred Prest was born in Melbourne, where he took his first degree,
followed by an Oxford D.Phil. Wilfrid Prest has spent most of his career
teaching history at the University of Adelaide, where he is now Professor
Emeritus in History and Law. His publications include books on the early
modern bar and Inns of Court, an outline history of England 1660-1815,
an historical encyclopaedia of South Australia, a biography of Sir William
Blackstone and an anthology of essays Blackstone and his Commentaries:
Biography, Law, History (2009).

RILEY-SMITH

Jonathan Riley-Smith was educated at Eton and Cambridge. His first
university post was in the Department of Medieval History at the Univer-
sity of St Andrews in Scotland. In 1972 he returned to the Faculty of
History in the University of Cambridge before being appointed Professor
of History at Royal Holloway College, University of London in 1978.
From 1994 to 2005 he was Dixie Professor of Ecclesiastical History in
Cambridge. He is a Knight of Justice of The Most Venerable Order of St
John and a Knight Grand Cross of Grace and Devotion of the Sovereign
Military Order of Malta. His books include The Knights of St John in
Jerusalem and Cyprus, c1050-1310 (1967), The Feudal Nobility and the
Kingdom of Jerusalem, 1174-1277 (1973), What Were the Crusades?
(1977, 4th edn 2009), The First Crusade and the Idea of Crusading (1986),
The Crusades: A History (1987, 2nd edn 2005), The First Crusaders,
1095-1131 (1997), The Crusades, Christianity and Islam (2008) and
Templars and Hospitallers as Professed Religious in the Holy Land (2010).
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STOCKDALE

Eric Stockdale, who is a Bencher, joined the Inn at the age of 17 in 1946
and was called to the Bar in 1950. From 1972 to 1994 he served as a
Circuit judge. He obtained a PhD at the London School of Economics and
has written, among others, four historical books. The last one, with Justice
Randy Holland of the Supreme Court of Delaware as co-author, was
Middle Temple Lawyers and the American Revolution (2007).

TOULMIN

His Honour John Toulmin CMG QC FKC. Called to the Bar, Middle
Temple, 1965. QC 1980. Bencher 1986. Master Reader Lent 2008.
Member of the Church Committee 1991-2010 (Chairman 2003). Trustee
of Temple Music Trust 1991- , (Chairman 2002-). Worshipped at Temple
Church with wife Carolyn since married there in 1967. Full time judge as
Official Referee and Judge of the Technology and Construction Court
1997-2011, now independent mediator and arbitrator. President of CCBE
(European Bar Council) 1993. Chairman of Trustees, European Law
Academy (ERA) 1997-2010, now Honorary President. Council of King’s
College London 1997-2009. Fellow (FKC) 2006. Visiting Professor at
King’s College London teaching Dispute Resolution. Many legal publica-
tions in national and international journals. For his services to European
Law he was made a Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George
(CMG) and an Honorary Life Member of the Law Society of England and
Wales in 1994 and, in 1995, he was awarded the decoration Das Grosse
Ehrenzeichen fiir Verdienste (Great Decoration of Merit (Austria)).

WHITELAW

Lesley Whitelaw was born in 1958 and educated in South Africa and at St
Andrews University (MA Hons 1981). Archivist to Royal College of
Surgeons of Edinburgh and to Lothian Health Board 1981-1985. Held
curatorial posts at The Scottish Record Office (now The National Archives
of Scotland) until appointed Middle Temple Archivist in 1990.

WINSTON

Jessica Winston is an associate professor of English at Idaho State
University. Her research interests focus on the literary culture of the Inns of
Court, 1500-1640. Her recent publications include ‘Lyric Poetry at the
Inns of Court: Forming a Professional Community’ in The Intellectual and
Cultural World of the Early Modern Inns of Court (2010) and ‘Drama of
the Inns of Court’ (with Alan H Nelson, first author) in A New Compan-
ion to Renaissance Literature and Culture (2010).
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WOOLLEY

David Woolley was educated at Winchester College and Trinity Hall,
Cambridge. Called to the Bar, 1962. Silk 1980. Bencher 1987. Practice
specialising in Town Planning and Local Government. Member of the
MCC and Swiss Alpine Club. Trials with Tottenham Hotspur FC 1962.
His publications include Town Hall and the Property Owner (1967); (with
others) Environmental Law (2000, 2nd edn 2009); articles in legal
journals.
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