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Our Story
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Josh’s Story: I've Done What You’'re
Trying to Do

Josh H)i(EE: SKMETAEMEHX
IR

Hi! I’'m Josh. My Chinese name is Zhou Shuhua ( JE#f4E) .
I’m from Texas, USA.
[’m 1.92 meters tall.

ARARS

[ don’t play basketball. I don’t have a girlfriend.
[ do like Chinese food.

[ don’t have a gun.

Do you think sharing these facts is the best way to introduce
myself? I don’t. So, why did I tell you these facts? I told you
because these are the questions that people often ask me when they

meet me.
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Yes, 1t’s true! Many people ask me if | have a girlfriend the first
time we meet. Come on, people! Being single is hard enough already!
I don’t need you to remind me about it ten times a day!

Lots of Chinese people want to make friends with foreigners.
They want to improve their English and learn more about the world.
That’s great! However, making friends with foreigners can be hard.

[t’s not as easy as just asking all of those simple questions!

I Making Friends with Foreigners: From the Foreigner's Side
5ZWAE: MNEIMIRES

[ moved to China seven years ago. I couldn’t speak any Chinese.
I lived far outside of Guangzhou, so language was a big problem.
Going shopping, going to the bank, and even going to a restaurant was
difficult. Making a good friend or having a great conversation was
impossible!

Even though I didn’t have many friends, the people around me
were all very warm. Every day someone would see me on the street
and say, “Hi! Nice to meet you!” At first, I got excited when people
talked to me. I thought, “I might make a new friend!” However, those
conversations never became friendships. The conversations were just
SO... boring.

Soon, I started to be afraid of those people! When someone
said, “Hi! Nice to meet you!” I would think, “Oh, no! Not again!™ I
stopped smiling at strangers. I started wearing headphones all the time.

Sometimes, I pretended I couldn’t speak English!

SE Y



My American friends had the same problem. Most of us were
teachers, and we worked hard in classrooms and in English Corners.
When Chinese students tried to get free conversation practice from us on
the street, we felt like we were working for free. Most of us hated 1t!

My friend Bryce had a funny habit. If a stranger said “Hi!” to
him on the street, he would always say, “English practice 1s 150 per
hour. Please pay first!” I thought this was funny, but I also knew that
there was a problem. Those people were not trying to be rude. They
just wanted to learn, but they did not know how to make friends with
foreigners successfully!

[ wanted to help those Chinese English learners, because I had
exactly the same problem. You see, while you were trying to learn
English, I was also trying to learn Chinese. Just like you, I also needed

some help!

A Foreigner Tries to Learn Chinese

IR FINE

Chinese was not the first language I tried to learn. In America,
[ studied Spanish for five years. I could pass the tests, but I couldn’t
communicate. I thought I had no talent for languages.

When I came to China, I studied Chinese every night in my office
at the school. Every night, I could see my students studying in their
classrooms as well. I felt like we were working hard together, but we
had the same problem: we could not communicate well.

Why couldn’t we communicate? What was the problem?
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03



04

Communication seemed impossible. My American friends in
Guangzhou told me, “Chinese 1s so hard! You’ll never learn it. Don’t
waste your time!”

[ made a decision. I did something surprising. I did something not
very inspiring: [ gave up. Instead of staying in my office every night, |
went out and walked around the city. I went to new places. I talked to
people. I made new friends.

And then, something amazing happened: my Chinese
communication started to get better!

That’s right. My Chinese got better after I gave up. That’s
because when I stopped studying Chinese, I started using Chinese! |
would use Chinese with people on the street. I would use Chinese with
my new Chinese friends. I would use Chinese at every opportunity.

That’s when I learned something important:

Language is not something to be studied. It’s something

to be used.

i a AR IR, Rk

S

o
)

JILE}{J:

><\

Language i1s alive. Words and grammar are like a body, but if you
do not use it, the body will have no soul! You have to use the language
in your daily life. Speaking Chinese in Chinese class or Chinese
Corners was not enough. I had to use it in my real life, with my real
friends.

This changed my life. I became crazy about using Chinese. I tried

to make as many friends as possible. When I met Daniel, I knew that
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he also understood this. He always teaches his students that “English
isn’t about passing a test. It’s about communication!”

Daniel understood what I wanted to do. He helped me find a new
job in a Chinese company, where I had to speak Chinese every day.
The job was at a small company in a small town, and 1t was pertect.
My other friends could not understand why I wanted to leave my
comfortable life in Guangzhou, but I didn’t care. I knew what I needed
to do.

My Chinese got better very quickly. After just one year, I found
a better job at a Chinese company in Beijing. I translate and interpret
every day. I have more Chinese friends. More importantly, I speak
more Chinese than English in my everyday life.

The last time I visited Guangzhou, my old friends were amazed.
“How did your Chinese get so good? Where did you study?” I just
looked around the room and said, “The world is your classroom!”

Now, I want to help you do what I've done! I want to teach you

how to use friendship to change your life. I hope that someday you can

tell me the story of how you mastered English!
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Daniel’s Story: I've Been Where You

Are Now

Daniel Y& ZE: FEXBIEOJEFES

RBEIPR

An Amazing American

T HYEE Z i

Journey

Bob:  Daniel, Tom B2 MILIRBMWREFILIK 1T, R RUEIAR S 7

Daniel: %A, XA&KF Uk, MHWERKFE —IKEZEZSM
HH A 4 H party, Bob, fRZ501 A [FENL 2

Bob:  Tom &K 2 H [H #f 2 R AT 7 5= fth £ Hh [ B # B Z ik
AR, AlJEFA K-

Daniel: £ FEA X H—A)H1E—
&, PREA it KA,

HREF EFEEIR!

“ARNIARE”, R
EJﬁZ‘:%:%—‘/I\E:—IE H)""J:Ei’% Ao

(In China, we say “bu dao chang cheng

fe1 hao han”. It means that 1f you haven’t been to the Great

Wall, you’re not a real man. I’ll be waiting for you in China!)

Bob: Tom, BHAE/RZFEH

25E, HFE—EERERKIK.

Daniel: FLiXAEE ! 7EH
s BER, —

i, M — s R ] LA

] BERE, W

, BEUIRIA]

® 2 S ai S UFIK . FE AN Daniel 1

[ P il A XA — R R TR, B —

RIATAENE — My
LNEREHITE, AR

s+ I ME! (It’s a deal! In China, when we make a toast, we

say “gan qiang gian, tian yi tian; gan qing shen, yi1 kou men!” It

HEIEINK



means that 1f you’re not good friends, then just take a sip. But if

you are really close, then bottoms up!)

Bob: A EZIKTM!
Daniel: #4!

X se & Z 32 [E A & Tom Hopkins 4= H party B — > XF 7% 7]
Fr Bt Tom 236 EEHE B UIRUAURL, TR AY%5: b1 Bkl 500 J7,
X EBAMHE B (ERHENIR) IEA.

ARBER A H party SUFEIBRMATL, FEARARPENEL 1
=N Z/NBF AR, RN T Tom B & James, Bob,
Robert 5%, 7E[8] Tom Z 1 I, Tom FMIK/r5iH: “ Daniel, 1R
AR EEM T EES NI A4 H party, IR ANTTAR=Z AR, AN
AR RIS R TR K R AT {mﬂ‘]*ﬁﬁii{hf{ﬁﬂ,%ﬁfﬂfo Jit
fHii— F, James #A KURIM R 5S¢ 00 01 £F

CRKEE T WERAIRANI T AT, %tr%ﬂéld%* AEARHER
RUEURCE IR
“ﬁ%mr%msz—A%Tw
T, FAAE IR B AAANTEARE, AAE [A] R 3 7 58 [FE X Y
KEMar 2Z e : A 5 A 3 M§% A 56 R AL
FIFRAAN B /R AR AR AR, FRE Tom ot 2 40 SFIEERI 2R G, AR
Tom HY&f A==+ M 16 A7, X—VIAEREXELARE R .
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A Wi,
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& Ja bl 1 fth—5]: “ I’'m sorry. My English is very poor.”
RKRKHEFEROER: “REsEX AL b E R KHE

B! AR s BRI AR T

HENZHA K

1PN IEZ i, HFR] M — P EH.

There’s always a way to success, and failure always
has a reason! If you have the wrong method, your hard
work is wasted. When you find the right method, you’re
already halfway done!
W —EA L, RM—ER/RE! TIEAXNSEIH
%, TR




l English Learning 2.0: Training Classes
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