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Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia to People's Republic of China

dated to 3.2 million years making them the earliest known

upright walking hominid on earth as well as the oldest known
stone tools discovered and roughly dated to 2.4 million years,

make Ethiopia an old nation beyond all imaginations.
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As such, Ethiopia is the Cradle of Life and the oldest location
where human life evolved and later set out for the rest of the
world. [t is also the origin of coffee which is one of life's best

pleasures and the gift of Ethiopia to the world. Ethiopia is also



the source of the mighty Blue Nile, the world's longest river and some

of the world's great runners.
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Ethiopia is truly a land of contracts, extremes and wild places. It is a
land of mystery and fascination possessing a plethora of unique and

inherent tourist attractions including the mysterious granite obelisks

of Axum, the extraordmary rock-hewn churches of Lahbela the most
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River Valleys, TiyaStaela, Meskel Festival (Finding of the True Cross),

Fiche Chamballala and the Oromo Gadaa System and many more.
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It is also awe-inspiring to explore the most culturally diverse circuit
in Ethiopia. The culture mosaic of the South passes through areas
dominated by religious denominations and traditional animists. It also
incorporates what is perhaps Ethiopia's most important location for
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ethnographic tourism in the form of the South Omo Valley, where
astonishing mix of small, contrasting and utterly fascinating ethnic
groups include Hamar, Nyangatom, Karo, Dassanach, Bodi, Mursi,
Surma and Arbore. Here, visitors have the opportunity to witness a
variety of authentic African tradition, including various languages,
absorbing music and dances, exciting ceremonies and celebrations,
attractive hairdos, fascinating costumes, arts and crafts, colourful

ornaments, elaborate heritages and vivid body paintings which put an

unforgettable memory in their minds.
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Ethiopia has the largest number of UNESCO Heritage sites in Africa.
What makes Ethiopia more fascinating is that its culture has no foreign
influences as Ethiopia is the only independent African country. To
travel to Ethiopia is to discover a realm of epic landscapes and ancient
cultures and exotic wildlife in Africa. Ethiopia's comparative advantage
as a tourism destination is based on offering a safe, unspoiled and
unexplored "Africa in one country" experience, with Addis Ababa

serving as a diplomatic capital and regional air transport hub.
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In general, a trip to Ethiopia makes everything strange and
compelling. It is a country with diverse attractions in the north,
south,east and west of the capital and the hardest part might be
deciding where to go. You'll need a couple of days or weeks to see
all these possibilities in this sprawling country. Luckily, Ethiopian
Airlines, which is Africa's premier carrier, operates flights from four
cities in China to Addis Ababa and to the main must-see tourist sites
in the country. Therefore, the immense tourism attractions of Ethiopia

and the great potential of China in generating tourists in the global

outbound tourism market complement each other.

BRI F B0 E RS, . RERLTNE AR
e 5 1 15 o L7 2 BR R MR T b K O U A
A

I am, therefore, confident that fostering close working relationships
" with Chinese partners such as DEEP MEDIA CHINA will deepen the
Chinese tourism publics' understanding of Ethiopia and its tourism
potential and contribute its parts in bolstering Ethiopian tourism
market in China and the flow of Chinese tourists to Ethiopia to further

nurture the people-to-people relations between our two friendly nations.
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In a nutshell, Ethiopia is endowed with hidden and unexplored cultural
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treasures. | take this opportunity to call up on China's enterprises to
participate in tourism facility development in Ethiopia as it will surely
pay them long-term dividends. 1 am also delighted to welcome Chinese
tourists to explore Ethiopia's excellent network of tourist destination.
A varied selection of exiting destinations awaits Chinese visitors to

Ethiopia.
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Reg. Director China, Mongolia & North Korea
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(Ethiopian Central Statistical Agency:Ethiopian census, first draft,2007.)
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ARG B8 ADMBEFEE. 20107H. (Central Statistical
Agency: The 2007 Population and Housing Census of Ethiopia: Statistical Report for Southern Nations,
Nationalities and Peoples‘Region; Part I: Population Size and Characteristics. July 2010.)
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