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PRESIDENT 'S MESSAGE

| am very pleased to welcome the publication of the latest edition of "Run!
Jump! Throw! - the official IAAF guide to teaching athletics. | am convinced that
this book, which has already served the sport well, will have a very positive impact
in this new, updated and simplified practical format.

It is evident that the work of qualified coaches is vital for the development of ath—
letics in all countries. It is also clear that the coach working in schools, clubs and
other local organisations plays a key role in the identification, motivation and de-
velopment of those athletes who go on to become champions. For this reason, the
education of coaches has been an important and ongoing goal of the Development
Programme of the IAAF since 1980.

| would like to thank the main authors for their experienced input and conscientious work. | also would like
to thank the specialists and consultants from all over the world for their contribution to this important publi—
cation and to the whole programme in general.

Finally, | would like to express my gratitude to the Member Services Department as well as the lecturers
and the coaches for their contribution to the success of the IAAF Coaches Education and Certification
System.

Lamine Diack, IAAF President

FOREWORD

This book was originally written because time and time again the coach-lecturers who were educating
new coaches needed it. But, when they searched for such a book they came up empty—handed.

In addition, many sports students desperately want a simple guide to the techniques of athletics that they
can take out and use in schools and on the training track. As coaches gain experience they know that an
easy—-to—use reference would be invaluable as a quick review of the basics before coaching an event
which they had perhaps been away from for a while.

The IAAF Development Programme and the Coaches Education and Certification System (CECS) in 1991
produced the publication entitled Techniques of Athletics and Teaching Progressions to fill this need.
Coaches felt that this book was a big step in the right direction and it was used by all IAAF Level | Lectur—
ers. The authors of this text,with the support of many experts from around the world, have updated the o-
riginal publications to produce Run! Jump! Throw! , the book you are now holding.

In this most recent version, Charles Gozzoli has ‘brought the book to life’ by adding photograph se-
guences to accompany the old line drawings and for the text, Peter Thompson has edited and updated the
material, adding the text boxes for ‘Coaches should---", ‘Help athletes to---" and the teaching progres—
sions’ ‘Tips’.

The IAAF s aim is to provide what coaches need and what the contributors believe new and experienced
coaches around the world want - enough guidance to allow them to get on with their work and learn by
doing. Run! Jump! Throw! does just that in a clear, user—friendly format. Now, when you search for such
a book, it will be there.

Work on the contents of Run! Jump! Throw! started from the premise that to teach and refine athletic
technique properly coaches need the following four things:

® An understanding of the key points for teaching and learning the event

® A technical model for their athletes to emulate

® The ability to analyse technique themselves

® A programme of activities through which their athletes can learn and develop the desired technique.

sl Bk $EN HER K s s G
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Run! Jump! Throw! is divided into three main sections, each covering one of the event groups which
make up the title. The main sections start with a very brief review of the fundamentals of the event group.
These include the most important points of basic theory — the common aims, the key biomechanical prin—
ciples and an overview of the phase structures — the basic exercises, teaching tips and examples of
games which help to introduce the skills demanded by the events in the group. The running events section
also features a brief overview of training for middle and long distance running.

The bulk of each section is taken up by visual descriptions of the techniques of the events in the group.
These start with an overview of the whole sequence. Then the models are broken down into constituent
parts or phases, each of which is presented on the same page as the objectives of the phase and key
technical characteristics for the coach to observe and control. Additionally, text boxes provide some of the
principal points the coaches should act on, and what they should be helping athletes to achieve. We be-
lieve that this format is unique in coaching literature and that coaches of all experience levels will find it
easy to apply the information in practice.

Each technical model is followed immediately by a teaching progression of steps by which a beginner,
guided by the coach, can learn the event. Again, in addition to visual information, the objective of each
step and other key points are given, along with Tips” to assist practice.

The authors are aware that the phase breakdown and the teaching progressions of some events might be
contentious and the IAAF does not mean to imply that those that are presented are the only ones that are
correct. However, the reasonable and orthodox models that have been selected give coaches valuable
tools that they can work with immediately, effectively and safely. This, in our opinion, is far better than
leaving them to the time consuming and haphazard task of creating their own models, unguided. If and
when an experienced coach finds the need to develop a new analysis or teaching steps for an event, we
hope that what we have presented here will be seen as a starting point.

Finally, the IAAF gratefully welcome any comments which might help to improve future editions of this
book. These should be directed to the Member Services Department at the IAAF Headquarters, 17 rue
Princesse Florestine, BP 359, MC98007 Monaco.
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doing. Run! Jump! Throw! does just that in a clear, user—friendly format. Now, when you search for such

a book, it will be there.

Work on the contents of Run! Jump! Throw! started from the premise that to teach and refine athletic
technique properly coaches need the following four things:

® An understanding of the key points for teaching and learning the event

® A technical model for their athletes to emulate

® The ability to analyse technique themselves

® A programme of activities through which their athletes can learn and develop the desired technique.
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Run! Jump! Throw! is divided into three main sections, each covering one of the event groups which
make up the title. The main sections start with a very brief review of the fundamentals of the event group.
These include the most important points of basic theory — the common aims, the key biomechanical prin—
ciples and an overview of the phase structures — the basic exercises, teaching tips and examples of
games which help to introduce the skills demanded by the events in the group. The running events section
also features a brief overview of training for middle and long distance running.

The bulk of each section is taken up by visual descriptions of the techniques of the events in the group.
These start with an overview of the whole sequence. Then the models are broken down into constituent
parts or phases, each of which is presented on the same page as the objectives of the phase and key
technical characteristics for the coach to observe and control. Additionally, text boxes provide some of the
principal points the coaches should act on, and what they should be helping athletes to achieve. We be-
lieve that this format is unique in coaching literature and that coaches of all experience levels will find it
easy to apply the information in practice.

Each technical model is followed immediately by a teaching progression of steps by which a beginner,
guided by the coach, can learn the event. Again, in addition to visual information, the objective of each
step and other key points are given, along with ‘Tips™ to assist practice.

The authors are aware that the phase breakdown and the teaching progressions of some events might be
contentious and the IAAF does not mean to imply that those that are presented are the only ones that are
correct. However, the reasonable and orthodox models that have been selected give coaches valuable
tools that they can work with immediately, effectively and safely. This, in our opinion, is far better than
leaving them to the time consuming and haphazard task of creating their own models, unguided. If and
when an experienced coach finds the need to develop a new analysis or teaching steps for an event, we
hope that what we have presented here will be seen as a starting point.

Finally, the IAAF gratefully welcome any comments which might help to improve future editions of this
book. These should be directed to the Member Services Department at the IAAF Headquarters, 17 rue
Princesse Florestine, BP 359, MC98007 Monaco.
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1. INTRODUCTION
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The running events are sometimes described as non-technical, mainly because running is a natural activity which appears
relatively simple when compared to the Pole Vault or the Hammer Throw. However, there is nothing simple about any of the
running events. The relative emphasis of speed and endurance dictated by the distance of the race, the crouch start in the
sprints, the exchanges in the relays and the presence of barriers in the hurdling and steeplechase races all make technical
demands for which athletes must be prepared.
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Note: For the purpose of this book, Race Walking has been grouped together with the running events. The rules and tech—
nique of Race Walking are, of course, very different and a detailed explanation of these differences is given in the Race
Walking section.
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Aims
The fundamental goal in all running events is to maximise average running speed over the course of the race. To achieve this
aim in the sprint events the athlete must focus on reaching and maintaining maximum velocity. In the hurdle events the focus
is the same with the added requirement of clearing the hurdles. In the longer events optimising the distribution of effort is of
primary importance.
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Biomechanical Aspects

An athlete's running velocity is determined by stride length and stride frequency. Optimal stride length is largely determined
by the physical characteristics of the athlete and by the force he or she exerts on each stride. This force is influenced by the
athlete’s strength, power and mobility. Optimal stride frequency is dependent on the athlete’s running mechanics, technique
and coordination.

Specific endurance and tactics are, of course, important to the overall speed of a race, though from the sprints to the
ultra—distances the degree of importance varies.
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Movement Structure

Each running stride comprises a support phase and a flight phase. These can be broken down into front support and drive
phases for the support leg and front swinging and recovery phases for the free leg.

The two parts of the support phase are of critical importance. In the front support phase there is actually a deceleration of the
forward motion of the athlete’s body. This must be minimised by (a) an active landing on the ball of the foot and (b) a
‘pawing’ action of the foot, particularly in sprinting. During this phase energy is stored in the muscles as the leg bends to
absorb the shock of landing — a process known as amortisation.

The drive phase is the only part of the stride that accelerates the body. The athlete’s aim is to direct the greatest amount of
force into the ground in the shortest possible time. This force is created by contractions of the leg muscles and the release of
the stored energy in the muscles and tendons as the leg extends. To achieve maximum acceleration from each stride it is
essential that there is full extension of the ankle, knee and hip jointsin combination with an active swing of the free leg and
the powerful drive of the arms.
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