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PRECIS

(EXLRE)

This biography of Cai Yuanpei respectly pres-
ented to you is one that the author completed adhe-
ring to the principle of reélity,on the bases of vastly
collecting data and carfully using the published
scholarly achievements of research as references. Its
distinctive point from the former works on the same
subject is that it not only more reliablly recorded
and described the tortuous life of Cai,but also origi-
nally expounded his acadamic views formerly neg-
lected by the acadamic circles in China inadvertent-
ly or consiously it also analysed and appraised the
social and cultural meaning of Cai’s characteristics
and social association.

As is known to all, Cai was a man of the hour
with great influence in the intelligensia of the last
years of Qin Dynasty and the early period of the
Republic. In such a politically turbulent and ideolog-
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ically confused era,however,he acted as a constructor,striving to

introduce the characteristic energy of the Western humanistic
spirits into the native land of Confucius and Monfusius and to con-
struct the necessary acadamic foundation for China’s moderniza-
tion. He is a reformer, but meanwhile a generally acknowledged
model in practising the ethics of Confucianism;he ardently loved
education and acadamy, but also maintained very close links with
politics. These interesting phenomena are briefly pointed out and
evaluated in the Foreword of this book.

Generally speaking, for the biography authors it is difficult to
detail the early experiences of the subject. However, this book
fortunately explored a wealth of data following the clues provided
by Cai’s Chronological Autobiography, and therefore could re-
cord as detailed as possible such as Cai’s family history, experi-
ences in the Imperial Examinations,early career in education and
sojourn in Europe. The author particularly stressed on Cai’s devel-
oping course for seeking knowledge. The author firmly believed
that on the base of the first—hand resources the book’s recoun-
ting would deepen reader’s general knowlege and understanding
of the subject. This part of content is included in Chapterl,2and3.

No doubt, the six years during which Cat managed Beijing U-
niversity was the most brilliant in his life. Chapter4 will recounts
and evaluates his experiences in the period with more writing. Dis-
tinctively from the angle of view to focus on the struggles between
the new and old thoughts, this book tried to eluciate the inherent
meanings of Cai’s reformation in Beijing University in the respect
of the natural and rational development of acadamic culture, and
to reveal the multiple effect of liberal acadamic atmosphere on
education and politics. Considering Cati’s famousproposition of
“Incorporating Things of Diverse Nature”was variedly explained,

the author tried to confirm that this proposition is identical with
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his value and attitudes of Chinese and western civilizations, and its
universe significance is not limited by time and space. Therefore
the points views of which regard Cai’s taking this proposition as a
means to an end in the struggles of thoughts is challenged.

In his later years Cai held a post in the Nationalist govern-
ment in Nanjing, with a dual identity as a senior statesman of
KMT (Nationalist Party of China)and one of the most outstading
scholars. Considering the distance between his ideal and the real-
ity , he gradually drifted from the centre of power to edge;howev-
er,he treasured up the limited unification of his county,and took
advantage of this situation to strive to advance science and acad-
amy. Chapter 5 will describe such circumstances and mental state
of Cai in his old age.

The numerous and jumbled fusion of the Chinese and West-
ern cultures is Cai’s conspicuous character in scholarship, one may
weH say; his works that had been prevalent very clearly bore the
imprints of the transitional times, which are pointed out and ap-
praised in Chapter 6. Whether Cai’s writing of Ethics History of
China and explanation of Dreams in the Red Tower of his explo-
ration in the fields of Philosophy, Aesthetics and Ethnology with-
out exception closely connected with his practice in education and
social activities. Such acadamic inclination with particular stress
on the actual functions in the special circumstances limited his a-
chievements in the term of theory, his methodology was also not
perfect, which finally limited his acadamic influences. The book
attempts to analyse it.

To vividly depict the historical figure, Chapter 7and 8 will in-
troduce Cai’s home life and dispositions. Furthermore the book
will record Cai's friendship with the scholars such as Li Ciming,
Zhang Yuanji, Wu Zhihui, Zhang Taiyian, Lian Qichao, Lu Xun

and Hu Shi, to reveal his especial effect on linking up to two gen-
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