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EIE‘.’ "Marquis, kee}!f Privyseal: g

c sell Brines“X, P, on Sept. 24 ted below: .

ase # ERS  eree le—

36"151..._}!;.... 1500 24/9 x1nd” opeied Emperor had no prior knowlédge Peerl Harbor
Attack. althoughrTezlized war iminent adding he likewlse uniformed learning
finally thru radio broadcasts at private home stop Court routine broughfbut
first day waer continued quote with nothing u.nuaual occurring unguote

Interview with

. 1500 KEIDO saidshe personally hasn't seen Roosevelts Peace Plea but
opp: ned‘_o%oﬁ who then premier delivered it palace and Emperor ignored it on
Tojos advice stop Kido however received November twenty gix memorandum
will quote aye ‘shock unquote

 Bequote eye had hoped Washington Conference Might fruitful stop
but state dept memorandum which stipulated removal Japenese troops China
end other requirements mad ¢ clear me conferences had gone backward. requote
eye submitted memorandum to Emperor stop at that time eye gave no no sdvice
hip, unquote but others reitersted Kidos previous advice quote that it would
be unwise for Bmperor to opposing-rieing tide war with Japan unguote stop
ad’ed milliteants too powerful for Japan to’ conply with stste dept.  require-
ments for withdrawal troops China, :

Kido and Tojo then seeing Emperor sepgratly and Kido said didn't
know details Tojo advice on who other principal advisers were but Kido
himgelf had no no argumentu with Tojo or clashes of opini.on when the/chanced
meet.

Fifth 1500 24/9 Many well informed Japanese say Kido one closest
henchmen certain militarist inclulling Tojo during war ad its preludes and
. one strongest members current oligarchy seek to prolong rule,
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ASEEO. __§ X8 s.m.tz..m/
STATUS : _PREDING 7

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES: On 5 Dec. 45 the follewing repert was ebtained
frem the files eof 0IS.

Marquis KIDO (Keiehi) was bera im Yamaguchi Prefecture July 1889,
son of Marquis KIDO Takesmasa. ' He married e sister ef Gount KODAMA
Hideo. This preved am excelleat marriage, om pelitical greunds at
least, for the Kedama family is imfluential amd wealthy, and the Ceumt
has hl.d. high diplematic and Cabimet pesitiems.

Porhaps the pelitieal heritage ef his family was mere rnponi.-
‘ble than amy other facter fer Marquis KID0’s successful career. His
ther was the fameus XID0 Keini eme ef the immer eircle ef po-
-utlcd. strategists whe suceessfully pletted the everthrew of the
Pokugawa Shegunate ia 1867-8. KIDO came frem the pewerful clam of
Choskm which tegether with Bateume and Tesa were the leading clams iz
¢the !ot.ﬂ. Resteration of 1868.

I% is guite nppa.rut from a study of Ghl, momoire and diaries of
that peried that KIDO Keia had the keenest draiam ia that talented eirx-
cle of pelitical advisers to the Neiji Emperor, and his influence was
definitely ef a liberal mature. He was eppesed, fer imstamce, to at-
tempts by Jingoist factiems to laumch & war agaimst Kerxea; he also ad-
vised the gevermment against permitiing army eofficers to hold eencur-
rently a pesitien in the government. KIDO Kein died while otill at
the height of his mental pewers in 1878 leavinmg a gep im the camp ef
the mere moderate liberal coumecilers which was mever filled. This
pelitical heritage of the preseat Marquis KIDO has Deen sketched at
seme leagth fer umdoubtedly it has played an impertant part im KiDO's
career and prebably alse was & facter ia his selection as Keeper ef
the Lerd Privy Seal.

: After graiuating from Kyete Imperial Usiversity im pelitics im

1915 KIDO's career was that of amn imdmstrieue and highly successful
prefessienal buresucrat. After £illing increasingly impertant pesit«
iens iz the Ministries ef Agriculture and Cemmerce he became chief . —
secretary te the Lerd Privy Seal. He received his first Cabimet ap-
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peintment during the first KOEOYE Gevermment whem he served part time
as Minister of Bimcation and part timeé as Welfere Mimister. (Gemeral
ARAKI alse nml as Nimister ef Biducatien in the first KONOYE Oabimet.)

He 'bocm Heme Nimister im the HIRANUMA Gevermment (Jammary 1939
te August 1939). It was during this peried that a distinctly redction-
ary and natienalistic attitude became @& ’ppu-ut in XIDO altheugh that
tendency must have lemg beemn latent. or imstance, duripg his temure
of effice as Heme Minister, obvisusly inspired dememstratiems were
staged, chiefly ageimst Britain. At times they were eof se memacing a
asture that the British Embassy had te pretest te the Japanese Gevera-
ment. As Heme Minister it would have beem KIDO's duty te check such
demonstrations which would have been easy with tight Japanese pelice
contrel, but it was upparnt that these demenstratiens were at least
tacitly emceuraged by the gevermmemt. Im this partienlar question the
Japenese Gevernment refused te curb the demenstrations saying that to
de seo would be te create large scele vielemce. The abeve rather minor
consideration of KIDO's pelicies as Home Mihister is met se impertent
in iteelf tut is rather a clue teo his pelifieal sympathies.

His associations with Baren HIRA is alee imdicative eof his
- reactienary attitude. HIRANUMA is undoubtedly the most vemerable and
influential leader of the "feundal® reactiomary bureaucrats iam Japan.
He wee ome time head of the EKOKUHONSHA (Seciety fer the Feumdatien of
the .State) which exerted a strongly comservative if met fascist influ-
ence among the semier members of the bureancracy, Zaibatsu, and Ceurt
circles. HIRANUMA has been. stubbornly oppesed even te the liberal con-
stitutionaliem of the West amd is am ardent supperter ef the more mys-
tical concepts of Imperial abselutism. Thus whea HIRANUMA, who has a
loag career im the higher bureaucracy, chose KIDO fer Home Mimister,
it vas a significant indicatien of HIRANUMA's trust amd comfidemce inm
EIDO's pelitical views, particularly at that time of iatermatiemal
and demestic temsien.

YUASA Kurahei, Lerd Keeper of the Privy Seal, retired ia the
, spring of 1940 and was succeeded in June by Marquis KIDO. During the
incumbency of YUASA the pest was rich in homors and digaity rather
than petent in politieal affairs. Helding the Imperial Seals which
made lavs and appeintments valid, the Lerd Keeper of the Privy Seal
scarcely surpeassed the Minister ef the Imperial Heusehold in political
influence and was certainly less impertent than the Presideat of the
Privy Council. YUASA was a taciturn, retiring scholar of constitu-
tional history whese background end position was sufficieat te make
him an object ef suspicion te Army extremiste but whose pelitical
authority was never gse pre-cmiment as to make him a favorite target of
their lethal hostility. Eis retirement hardly croated a ripple in the
Japanese political world.
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When KIDO teok this effice im the summer of 1940 he soon made of it the
key positien im the hierarchy ef the Japanmese bureameracy. Primce SAIORJI,
last of the Gerre (Elder Statesmen), died in the fall of 1940, It 'had been
customery for the Gemre to advise the Emperer after the fall ef each Cabinet
as te the succeeding Premier. These Elder Statesmen whe had filled the
positien of olesest advisers te the Meiji Emperors by an unwritten umderstand-
ing were mot te be perpetuated, particularly simce their position was extra-
conatitutional and giving rise te coneidersble criticism. SAIONJI, as the
lene surviving Gemre, had lemg beem im a positien te advise the Emperer in
hip cheice of firet Minister. ; ‘ '

KIDQ, just recemtly made Lerd Privy Seal, and himself a pretege ef
SAIONJI, quickly filled the politieal vacuum created by the latter's death.
‘After the fall of a Cabinet all the livimg ex-Premiers meet te discull the
questien of a mew Prime Minister (ia this capacity they are celled Jushin er
Senier Ninmieters). KIDO presides ever thier deliberations and exercises an
intangible but undoubtedly heavy autherity simce he hes te take final respens-
ibility for the choice he recemmende te the Emperer. Thus, it is met quite
foir te thet EKIDO alone chooses the Prime Minieter but he mere tham any
ene indiyidual exercises greater influence in this selection. The fact that
‘he exereised this pewer threughout the war years and perticularly his cholice
of TOJO: Premier im the fall of 1941 mekes his pelitical responsidility
for the events of this period exceedingly heavy. :

Frem reports of those in a pesition to kmew, it ies reasomably well estab-
liched that KIDO was eme of the first of the impertamt pelitical figures te
decide en gurremzder. Once his mind was made up omn that issue he exorcised
very considerable imfluence to porsuade the Emperer and his advisers that
surrender was mecessary. His decision im this matter and hig cemsistency in
earrying it out are quite typical ef KIDO. He is & man of ck, perceptive
mind and, in eceatrast te his friend and former patron KONOYE.\omce his mind
ie made up he acts quickly. His persenality is far mere ebscure tham that of
EOHOIE and ether contemporary Japanese political figures both because he did
net held preainent pesitiems befere 1940, and because later his pesitien as
Lord Privy Seal with the clese asscciatien to the Threme makes it difficuls
if net impessible feor the press te gain easy access to him. We get a glimpse
of EIDD as an energetic, tuetling little man with amn excelleat mind, erderly
rather tham brilliant. His influence im the laet few years has defimitely
been weighted imn faver ef militarism and extreme mationalism,

Altheugh he was origimally a pretege of KONOYE'e and has remained clese
te him, there is evidence mow that a rift is appeariag betweea them. Ia
this commectior it/ is notewerthy that im the mew publicatien "Shinsei” (New
Life) there a d an article which sharply attacks EIDO by a certain
1V, fhie article appears in full tramslatien as Ammex 2 te
IVABUCHI is quite a capable mewspaper mam who is eme of
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the KONOYE coterie. ZThis attack weuld tkme suggest that KONOYE, whe has

a streng imetinct for self-preservation and the wimming side, has decided

that KIDO is mo lenger a healthy pelitical figure with whem te be clesely
associated. Unlike KONOYSE, also, vhe has twisted aand turmed te explaia away
the unhappy reecerds in his career; KIDD im a preses imterview given in September
te an American joursmalist quite frankly accepted the respemsiblity fer the -
najer decisiens of 1941l. This is mentiomed met in amy mitigating senmse tut
eimply as an illustration of the more ferthright and decisive quality ef

KIDO's charaster as cempared te KONOYE's.

KIDO's respemsibility fer Japamese pelicy durimg the last five years is
as unequivecal and clear as that of any ene statesman. The faet that he is
the elesest adviser te the Emperer makes the peint se ebvicus that it need
not be. ‘labered. Yot the fact that he is the clesest adviser te the Emperer
hag until the recent press attack mentienmed abeve shielded him frem epen ’
criticion, There is me reagsen, hewever, wvhy a mam of his recerd sheuld
continne te escupy am imfluential pesitiem during the peried of allied
eccupatien. Accordingly, as with KONOYE, it is recemmended that the Japanese
Goverament eompel hem te resign his present pesition as Lerd Keeper ef the
Privy Seal and inhibit him frem eccupying in the future amy public position.

Pasdeess

Capt. Inf.
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13 December 1945
CASE N0, 5 REs KIDO, Kolichi llarq,\li/

STATUSs Pending

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE:

Born July 1889, son of Merguis Takemaso Kido, Grandson of
Koin Kido, leader of Meiji Restoration. Married Tsuru, sister of
County Hideo Kodama.

Nov, 37 ~ May '38 - Blucation Minister, lst Konoye Cabinet
an, '38 - Jan '39 - Welfare Minister of lgtmw

Jan, - Auge '39 - Home Minister of Hiranuma Cabinet

June 40 = VApp_o:lnted Lord Keeper of Privy Seal.
Addresss 62 Shinsoka - Machi, Akasaka=Ku « Tokyo

Described by Hugh Byos in 1937 as a nationalist and reformist,
but a practical minded statesmen who in emergencies would tend to
adopt a c ervative course. Popular aristocrat and friend of 'Primce
Konoye.,/An official 1940 report stated that he held progressive views
‘aid wag acceptable to the Army.

The post of Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal is that of chief political
advisor to the Emperor and is of key importance in Japamese political
structure. As Lord Keeper of Privy Seal, Kido acts as Buperior's go= .
between with Jushin who indicate their choice for appointment as Premier,

; Following from an interview with Guy de la Cheval e 5y 1942;
'Kido, important advisor near the throme, Iiké Count } Maf’a'udair and the Emper-
or himself, is almost certainly personally opposed to present Japanese
policy, and therefore might at scme future date be an important factor in
any peace movement; is listed by source as one ofmany liberal Japanese

who opposes the present war as a suicidal poliecy but feel that they now

have no other choice but to support the war effm:'t.

Following from a resident in Japan 20 years;President of Privy
Council, very prominent in govermment affairs, 13 less extreme than
Military Party.
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Following from an anonymous letter to the chief of staffs
Lord Chemberlain Kido, member of Keasumuijema Club Members, pere
son with exclusive rights and privileges, assembled in Kasum:i jema
Club at Tora-No-Mon every Monday to discuss politics and meke plens
for maintaining individual power.

A former secretary of the Jap Embassy interrogated in the
U, 8. A, reports Kido as one of a group of Jap statesmen likely %o
cooperate with the Allies.

v
From Tolischus - on 16 July 4) when Matsuoka refused Konoyes
request to resign, he was visited by Marquis Kido and under thatb
pressure he yielded.

" Source of the foll‘cming unknown. Taken from a card listing
the organization. Probably from an ONI publication: Marquis Koichi |

Kido is a ber of Shin Be Ha a group (including Konoye, Hiranumo .
and g'wf‘ggrﬂvoring cooperation with the United States. i

Following from "Emperior of Japan®, Page 10 Collation Section
PWB, OMS, GHQ, AFPAC, Spec Report No. 4: dtd 22 July L45: "Hirohito's
most intimate counselors in the Imperial Household, nobles like Marquis
Kido (Iord Keeper of Privy Seal) = = = were denounced by Chauvinistic
young officers for being bad influences to the throne, in the early
1930%8," :

Fram Domel, 5 Octe 45, Comment Sheet, 10 Oct. 'S5 "Revealing
that For. Min Sh;ge_::_uj_gghﬁgggg 5 o'clock this afternoon visited
Gen. MacArthur Headquarters to make reports and secure the Head-
quarter's standing on the resignation of the Prinse Higoshie-
Kuni Cabinety/ these circles pointed out the necessity on the t of
(<) Kido, Lord Keeper of Privy Seal, one other elder
statesman to sound out the intention of the Allied authorities before

starting selection of a new Premier.® Underlinsd portions were

deleted, _
fames aine, Jr|
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FILE N0, __§ »
REs Koichi (Mar ’ REPORT BY: J. B ALEXANDER
DATEs 22 Deges QOS5 SPATUS ¢ PENDING

The undersigned delivered KIDO, Koichi (Maxrguis) to the officer of
the Guard at Sugamo Prison, R, T. Townsend, lst Lt., CAC, at 1720 hours
21 December 1945 in the presence of :

Fred H. Uyehare, 2nd L%, Inf., International Pros. Sece
Robert Re Crookshank, lst Lte, QP, 720 MP.Bne
S/Sgt Leonard Rice, 720 MP Bae

Receipt No. 4, the original of which is attached as Exhibit Noo 1
was rocoind from Lt., Townsend.
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REPORT

5 Report by LeRoy H.

FILE NO. 3

Barnard
RE Los o Marduds K1DO
DATE : 3 Januvary 1946 STATUS: Pending

On 21 December 1945, Marquis KIDO was removed from Sugamo
Prison to Hatori House in Tokyo where the following interroga-
tion was conducted:

"INTERROGATION OF MARQUIS KIDO

December 21, 1945
Hatori House '
2300 Poe

PRESENT: Mr. Fihelly; Colonel Sackett; kr. Higginsj; lMr. Sackett;
kr. Lowe

COLONEL SACKETT: Among the Army, who were those that wanted
the war in the Army group?

A, Vithin the Army, a group inside the Bureau of IMilitary
Affairs headed at that time by Colonel - Major General. Kenryo
Sato. That group was the most belligerent group.

Q. Vhat was their theory? Why did they want war?

A. Sato's group in the Bureau of lidlitary Affairs became allied
with the Navy people represented by such men as Ishikawa and
Yamaki, and also the main question was the question of oil. In.
order {o go down to the South East Indies and gain control over
their raw materials there, The Army was also concerned with the
‘question of oils

Qe VWho else besides Ishikawa and Yamakl were in that group in
the Navy that wanted - which war is it .you speak about? The war
with the United States, or the China war?

Aes The war with the Unlted Statesoe

Qe Vhat were the names of some of the other people in that grouvp
in the Navy that wanted that war for the same reasons?-

A. Since I had no direct contact with such people because . of

my position, I don't remember the names, but those inside the
Bureau of Naval Affairs within the Navy, the younger officers
were the most belllgerent ones.

Qe liho were the most belligerent officsrs in the Army General

Staff at that time? ho wanted war? .
A. Major General Akira Muto. He is now in the Philippines.

10



Q. What was his joh at that time?
As He was in the Bureau of Military Affairs,

Qe Of the Army General Staff? .
A. No. The Bureau of Military Affairs in the Ministry of the
Army.

Q. He was under Tojo?
A. Yes.

Qe Was he the next man under Tojo?
A, No. There is a Vice-Minister.

What other people were in that Military Affairs Bureau,
besides the Vice-~kinister, who were in favor of war? The names?
4. Muto and Sato, which 1 mentionea earlier, were the most out-
standing ones I remember. :

X; Where was Satot® Vas he in the Miniater of Warts office too?
¢ Yes,

Qe Now, how about the general officers? The officers of the
General Staff?

A. As I remember, the General Staff in general were positively
in favor of the war. If we go back to the records of the names,
I could perhaps point out some, but at present, I don't remember
the names of these younger officers in control.

Qe How about Lieutenant General Sizuki?
A. The one that became the president of the Planning Board?

Qe Yes,
A. He was maintaining the war against the United States can
be successful,

Qs He was President of the Planning board in about the middle
of 1941? 1Is that so?
A. Yes.

Qe  And remained as President of the Planning Board until about
the middle of 1942% 1Is that right?
Aa Yese.

Qe Now, the Plannlng Board had to approve the policy of going
to war with the United States, isn't that right?

A. No, the Planning Board was not in a position to approve the
plans, but they were rather in the position to survey the aspect
of raw materials in case of the conduct of the war with the
United States and to supply various studies.

Qs That is the Planning Board of the Cabinet you are talking
about?
A, Yes..

Qe Who else was on that Planning Board at that time?

A, Among the younger ones, such men as Hidotc liori and Sako lizu.
-2“
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Qe Were they representing other branches of the government,
or was that their only position?

A. I think they were not representing other ministries, but
they were officials of the Planning Board Proper.

Q. Did you meet with the Planning Board as Lord Keeper of the
Eriv§ Seal? Did you talk to them or have conferences with them?
° Qe

Qe Did they seek advice, either General Sizuki or any other
members of the Board? Did they see you for advice or guidance
in making recommendations to the Emperor?

A, .Once in awhile.

Qe Vhat was the subject of their views or positions that they
wanted to take up with the Emperor?
A, The views and position?

Qe Views or their positions? In other words, what did they
want to get across to the Emperor?

4., MNainly on the question of raw materials, suvch as iron
steel, and oil and also on the question of shipbuilding, which
was one o the most vital questions at the begimning of the war
with Japane

¥R, FIHELLY: Was it material for war that they were discussing

with you?

A, Yese

Q¢ With the United States?
Ao YeSo B

Qs How did you know officially, that is, in the position that
you were holding, what the views of these respective officers
were? How did you come to learn offiecially = not hearsay -
How did you come to learn as Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal
what the views of these men who were pushing for war were?

A. Mainly. through the Prime Kinister Tojo. The General Staff
kept themselves rather mum about their planse.

Qs How often did these men discuss with you the matter of
material necessary for war with the United States.
A. I remember only about two times. Twice.

Q. %What was the approximate date of that? In other words,

how long before war actually broke out?

A, About two months before the outbreak of the war. After the
formation of the Tojo Cabinet. The Kanoye Cabinet had more
emphasis upon the negotiationse

Qe At the time these men discussed it with him, had it been
determined by the group who were the aggressive groupétincluding

Tojo, that there was going to be war vith the United ates as
soon as they could get the necessary materials?

-3 -
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A, I think at first when Tojo's cabinet was formed in the
middle of October there was an Imperial command to reconsider
the question, and I believe most of these people were sincerely
concerned about the question of reconsideration.

Q. Reconsider what question?
A. Whether to have war with the United States.

Qe Who had said there was going to be a war with the United
States that the question had to be reconsidered?

A. Originally consideration of the war came in September
during the Kanoye cabinet.

Qe From whom?

A. The Cabinet and the General Staff both together came to
the understanding that if negotiations with the United States
were not to be successful, they were going to have a war with
the United Statese

Qe Which cabinet?
A, The Kanoye Cabinet.

COLONEL SACKET: was that the Imperian conference of September
2, 1941? 1Is that when they decided that?
A. The September 6th conference.

Qs Who was at that conference?
A. The members present?

Qs Yes,
A, The Prine mlnlqter.

Qe The Prime Minister who was then Prince Kanoye?
A, Yes. Mnd the head of the Army Gsneral Staff.

Q. Who was he?

A, Sigiamo.,  And elso head of the Navy Staff, Nicano. And
President of the Board - Planning Board. Lieutenant General
Sizuki. And Foreign linister. I am not quite sure about the
Foreign linister.

Qe The Foreign linister must have been there, .ho was the
Foreign Ninister®
As Tlojo.

Qe He stayéd as Foreign hunister?‘
A. No, he was changed.

MR. FIHELLY: lias the Emperor present?
Ao Yes.

COLONEL SACKETT: And you were present?
A, No, I wasn't present.
i _4_
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MR. FIHELLY: As 1t was reported to him by those who were
present, those who did report it, what was his understanding
of what took place there?

COLONEL SACKETT: As an individual, not as an official, how

did he understand that?

A. The main line was that we shall continue the negotiations
and if we do not succeed in settling the negotiations by about
the 10th of October, during the first ten days of October, then
we shall make up our mind to start a war with the United dtates.
That is connected with the over-throw of the Kanoye cabinet.

MR. FIEELLY: Was Kanoye in favor of the war?
A, Yes. He was in favor of that decision.

Q. Was the decision unanimous? Did all of those present vote
for that?

A. I am not quite sure whether it was unanimous or not, but
at this conference the Emperor read that plan which says in a
general way that he hopes for the peace of the world and he
asked the members who were present to reconsider this decision.

Q. How many were present at this meeting in all, without going
into detail the number who were present?

A, I have named those, about five or six, and other than those
there was the head of %lc Military Affairs Bureau of the Navy
and the Army and Secretary General of the Cabinet,

COLONEL SACKHTT: iihat were their names?
A, Secretary Gencral Kenge Tomita.

Q. He was Secretary General of the Kanoye Cabinet?
AL Yess

Qo That is the Secretary General of the Privy Counsel?
A. it is the Cabinet Secretary. Chief Secretary of the
Geinek,

Qe Is he still alive?
A, Yes, he is alive.

Qe Vhat were the other names?
A. Akira Muto from the Army and Oka (2) from the Navy.

Qe Uhat was his first name?
I don't remember the first name,

Q. And the group theat was there as it was reportea to you, who
among the group pushed for the decision that if the negotiations
were not successful by the 10th of October they would go to war
against the United States? Uhich of those men pushed that =
advanced that theory and then the others agreed?

A, liainly people from the Nagy.



