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Dedication

The Proceedings of this Symposium on Neurohypophyseal Peptide Hor-
mones and Other Biclogically Active Peptides is dedicated to the memory of
Professor Roderich Walter, Head of the Department of Physiology and
Biophysics at the University of Illinois Medical Center, who died of cancer
at the age of 42 on September 18, 1979.

All of us who have interacted and collaborated with Roderich over the
years have known him to be a very demanding, yet compassionate, self-
motivated, disciplined and highly focused scientist and one who possessed
an intense dedication and conviction to basic research. Roderich was one of
those unique scientific leaders whose door was always open to those with
whom he wanted to share scientific exchange, as I, for one, can attest to. For
those outside his department or immediate area the phone was always the
vehicle and he seemingly always had a direct hotline to all those with whom
he actively collaborated; the number of these collaborators was astounding.
These multidisciplinary collaborations, started in some cases, years ago, are
still burgeoning today, and many of these studies are reported in these
ceedings. . .

David H. Schiesinger
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Consultant, National Research Council, Division of Medical Sciences, 1968

Director, Graduate Studies, Department of Physiology and Biophysics, Mount Sinai School of
Medicine of-the City University of New York, New York, 1969-1974 ’

NIH Study Section (Endocrinology), 1976—present



Editorial and Advisory Board, Molecular Pharmacology, 1975-present

President, American Peptide Symposium, Inc., 1972-1975

Planning Committee, American Peptide Symposium, Inc., 1972—present

Executive Committee, University of Illinois Medical Center, Chicago, 1974-present

Vice-President, American Peptide Symposium, Inc., 1975-1977
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Press, 4,9, 1972; Schach DDR, 14, 184, 1960; ibid. 18, 127, 1964; ibid. 19, 108, 1965.
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Inspiration and Perseverance in Research
A Tribute to Roderich Walter (1937-1979)

Johannes Meienhofer
Chemical Research Department, Hoffmann-La Roche Inc., Nutley, New Jersey

When Roderich Walter passed away on September 18, 1979, he left a re-
markable record of over 300 sgientific publications on the chemistry, struc-
ture, and conformation, on the physiology and pharmacology of
neurohypophyseal hormones and related biologically active peptides. Wal -
ter’s eminent success as a scientist was as much a consequence of his unique
dynamic personality as of his wide range of interdisciplinary research pur-
suits. Throughout his career, Walter displayed outstandirtg originality along
with extraordinary productivity which may be attributed to two of his many
talents, inspiration and perseverance. )

Inspiration means literally receiving enlightenment by divine influence, as
it originated from a religious concept. Perseverance, on the other hand,
means the steady pursuit of a principle or project even in the face of seem-
ingly insurmountable obstacles or discouraging criticism. -

Inspiration may happen as a momentary spark providing a sudden insight
in or a solution to a problem, but it may also involve a lengthy thought
process, that requires far-sighted vision based on knowledge and expecta-
tion. Inspiration may also be aided by independent or unconventional think-
ing. In research, inspiration refers not only to the perception of new ideas
but also to the ability of stimulating and ‘motivating colleagues and col-
laborators. In this context, inspiration is a bidirectional principle.

Perseverance may, at a brief glance, appear to be a less glorious motive in
research. However, the steady pursuit of a project is a most important
ingredient for success. Perseverance is essential in the early stages of gather-
ing the data in a new research project and it is based on self-confidence and



