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The first step towards philosophy is incredulity.
Diderot(1713-1784)
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Passage 1
The Universe

All that we really need to plot out the future of our
universe are a few good measurements. This does not
mean that we can sit down today and outline the future
course of the universe with anything like certainty.
There are still too many things we do not know about
the way the universe is put together. But we do know
exactly what information we need to fill in our
knowledge, and we have a pretty good idea of how to go
about getting it.

Perhaps the best way to think of our present
situation is to imagine a train coming into the
switchyard. All of the switches are set before the train
arrives, so that its path is completely determined. Some
switches we can see; others we cannot. There is no
ambiguity if we can see the setting of a switch: we can
_say with confidence that some possible futures will not
materialize and others will. At the unseen switches,
however, there is no such certainty. We know the train
will take one of the tracks leading out, but we have no
idea which one. The unseen swithes are the true decision
points in the future, and what happens when we arrive
at them determines the entire subsequent course of
events.

When we think about the future of the universe, we
can see our ‘track’ many billions of years into the future,
but after that there are decision points to be dealt with



and possible fates to consider. The goal of science is to
reduce the ambiguity at the decision points and find the
true road that will be followed.

1. According to the passage, it is difficult to be certain
about the distant future of the universe because we
a) have too many conflicting theories.
b) do not have enough funding to continue our
research.
¢) are not sure how the universe is put together.
d) have focused our investigations on the moon and
planets.
2. What does the author see as the function of the
universe’s unseen ‘switches’?
a) They tell us which one of the tracks the universe
will use.
b) They enable us to alter the course of the universe.
¢) They give us information about the lunar surface.
d) They determine which course the universe will
take in the future.
3. In line 24, the word ‘track’ could best be replaced by
which of the following: '

a) band b) rails
¢) path d) sequence

4. For whom is the author probably writing this passage?
a) Train engineers. b) General audience.

c¢) Professor of statistics. d) Young children.
5. Which of the following statements best describes the
organization of the passage?

a) A statement illustrated by an analogy.



b) A hypothesis supported by documentation.
¢) A comparison of two contrasting theories.

d) A critical analysis of a common assumption.
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Passage 2

The Ice Age

Twenty thousand years ago, the earth was held in
thrall by relentlessly probing fingers of ice that drew
power from frigid strongholds in the north and crept
southwestward to bury forests, fields, and mountains.
Landscapes that were violated by the slowly moving
glaciers would carry the scars of this advance far into
the future. Temperatures plummeted, and land surfaces
in many parts of the world were depressed by the
unrelenting weight of the thrusting ice. At the same
time, so much was drawn from the oceans to form these
gargantuan glaciers that sea levels around the world fell
by three hundred and fifty feet, and large areas of the
continental shelf became dry land.

This period of the Earth s history has come to be
called the Ice Age. In all about eleven million square
miles of land were covered with ice. The Ice Age
terminated about fourteen thousand years ago when the
ice sheets began to retreat. It took about seven thousand
years for the ice to retreat to its present level.



6. Which of the following would be the best title for the
passage?
a) The Frigid Strongholds of the North
b) The Effects of the Ice Age
¢) How Glaciers Move?
d) Is Ice Age Coming Around Anew?
7. In the first sentence of the passage, the glaciers are
compared to
a) a storm. ' b) a kingdom.
¢) a machine, d) a hand.
8. According to the passage, the glaciers moved from the
north A
a) directly south. b) to the southeast.
¢} to the southwest. d) directly east.
9. According to the passage, before the Ice Age the
continental shelf was
a) subinerged in water.
b) deeply scarred.
¢) higher until depressed by the ice.
d) an area of forests, fields, and mountains.
10. It can be inferred from the passage that glaciers were
primarily made up of
a) material from the continental shelf.
b) violated landscapes.
¢) rainwater,
d) seawater.
11. About how many years ago did the Ice Age end?
a) Seven thousand. ~ b) Fourteen thousand.
c) Twenty thousand. d) Eleven thousand.



EX 4

(Notes)

1. the Ice Age —— K H#, & the Glacial Period. # —k
Kk ERERAHRR, F R XAMESFERN G R
Ao ikt ALAGFH Z A Kok, EHARF R BH 1.
£ #7# (Pleistocene) & R - L o930/ B, A S of £ 489\
REOABYUA LA F, WiF 4. T B4 m L K
Kk FIAXA (Modern man, ¥.% Homo Sapiens)#9#
R FFRFLKRBEMH T

2. be held in thrall —— be completely dominated or

overwhelmed & FxXAWIEHZT.

3. relent ——become less hard or severe £ £ 4. T iR fv.
relentless/unrelenting —— without pity or mercy
B, TGN,

e.g. In the morning, the storm relented a little.
Death is relentless.

4. probing —— exploring &%
5. fingers — - projecting parts, $ 45K e5 5 th Bk N iE ik
A —AFEASE I, ARG L.
6. frigid —— extremely cold #ME
7. strongholds —-— originally means a fortified place
with strong defences, here refers to the frigid zone
RE“EE", ot FAEIRE " (k) 3B B AL A K e,
RIBIBAF ARSI B A B B4,
8. violate —-—- destroy,ruin,mar,undermine,jeopardize
IR
9. glaciers — - very large slow-moving mass of ice 7k )]
glacial ——- of glaciers k)| #%
10. scar -—-— a mark of damage, a disfiguring trace 1§ 7
(BRE RS IR T 6913530 S 69 5 R
6



