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Preface

The talking heads populating cable news channels make numerous claims and predictions on a daily or
even an hourly basis. Consider the discussion about the Tea Party movement during the 2010 mid-term
elections. Some pundits claimed that Tea Party supporters were the driving force that enabled Republi-
cans to take control of the U.S. House of Representatives in November 2010 and win important Sen-
ate victories in places like Wisconsin and Pennsylvania. Others thought that the Tea Party movement
doomed GOP chances of winning the Senate because of the impact the movement had in nominating
candidates like Christine O’Donnell, Sharron Angle, and Ken Buck—all of whom lost winnable races
for the Republicans. Some pundits claimed that the Supreme Court’s decision in Citizens United v. FEC
allowed corporate money to buy the 2010 election for business interests, while others said the electoral
forces strongly favored major Republican gains regardless of the Citizens United decision. Although
plenty of pundits were able to “predict” the Republican victory in 2010 after it happened, or explain
Barack Obama’s march to the presidency in 2008 after he was elected, the fact of the matter is that the
answers and predictions of the “chattering class” are often wrong.

Why? Because many of us—not just talking heads—often attempt to explain events in our politi-
cal world by oversimplifying and making causal connections where there are none. Too often, expla-
nations flow from our own political viewpoints or the need to explain something quickly. Although
such answers make for good television debates and effective headlines, they fail to give us the under-
standing of the political world that we need to make informed decisions and demand real account-
ability from our political leaders.

Political scientists, on the other hand, see the world differently. We believe that there are rarely
simple answers and that sorting out fact from fiction and the news from the noise can be a challenge.
We gather and analyze evidence. We evaluate research and interpret arguments. We use the tools of
political science to go beyond simplistic answers in a quest to explain and provide real understanding of
politics and government.

We wrote Cause and Consequence in American Politics because it was our sense that political scientists
are often wary of bringing to bear the full force of our research into our teaching. Our goal is to give
students and those interested in politics the critical thinking tools that will empower them to make sense
of the political world themselves. We are also “political junkies,” and we pull the examples we use in this
book right from the real world of politics to convey our own excitement about the political world that
we hope readers will share.

What we attempt to do in the following pages is shake away any notions that “the book is closed”
on American politics. Rather, we present the study of American politics and government as a dynamic
field full of interesting questions, controversies, and puzzles, for which we provide the analytical tools and
perspectives—the ways of thinking—needed to explore, evaluate, and solve. To that end, throughout the text,
we emphasize the importance of understanding the causal factors behind political developments, and we
help readers distinguish between correlation (when something is related to or associated with something
else) and causation. In every chapter we cover the strategies that political scientists use—and the challenges
they face—in answering political questions.

xviii



PREFACE Xix

Thinking analytically not only helps in a variety of educational and professional settings, but it
also produces thoughtful citizens who are interested in participating in politics. Plenty of civics classes
and well-meaning organizations preach participation for the sake of participation, but we think that
participation is more likely when people have the confidence to take part in American politics. Part of
that confidence can come from knowing the basics of politics in America and how to argue and analyze.
We hope those who read this book will come away being able to think and view their world critically, as
social scientists do and as truly educated citizens must.

The starting point for this book is our introductory text, Understanding American Politics and Gov-
ernment. In Cause and Consequence in American Politics, however, we focus, on the most essential causal
questions facing political scientists and the key tools that readers need to analyze American politics. As a
result, the book is considerably shorter, and some of the themes, topics, and examples from Understanding
American Politics and Government receive less emphasis here. In addition, Cause and Consequence in Ameri-
can Politics is written in a style designed to appeal to students and others who are interested in learning
more about American politics without resorting to large, standard textbooks.

An Emphasis on Causal Questions

From the very first chapter, Cause and Consequence in American Politics trains students to distinguish
between the concepts of correlation and causation as they examine political phenomena, helping them
become better critical thinkers and more thoughtful citizens.

Each chapter opens with a vignette designed to draw readers into the
chapter’s subject matter. These stories will pique students’ interest and
begin to suggest some of the causal questions one might ask regarding
the chapter’s topic.

Marginal Thinking Causally icons are used throughout to highlight
discussions in which particular causal questions are explored. The icons
are accompanied by questions that prompt students to actively consider
causal relationships.

The How Do We Know? feature in
every chapter poses provocative political

Thinking Causally Why
would a political party seem
to downplay the concerns of
some members of its coalition,
when it knows it needs

the votes of these coalition
members to win?

HOW DO WE KNOW?

Is America Polarized?

questions and then demonstrates the tech-
niques political scientists use to answer
them. Each box provides context for—and
underscores the importance of—the ques-
tion, highlights the means and challenges
of answering it, includes Thinking Criti-
cally questions, and ends with a Bottom
Line summary on what conclusions social
scientists have reached.

n the eyes of many Americans, politics in the United

States has become nasty, bitter, and rife with con-
flict. In 2008, presidential candidates Barack Obama
and John McCain both criticized the nature of political
debate in the United States, with Obama deriding it
as “do-anything, say-anything, divisive politics” and
McCain labeling it as “mindless, paralyzing rancor.”
“Two Americas,” the “50/50 nation,” “red and blue
America,” and “culture war” are labels said to define
current American politics.* Is America polarized? How
do we know?

Why It Matters

Both for citizens and for politicians looking to influ-
ence the policy process, it matters whether Americans

are in two different worlds politically or have political
differences that are modest in degree. If the country is
polarized, then political success will depend on highly
charged mobilization based on strong rhetoric. If the
country is not, then success will depend more on mo-
bilizing the support of those whose views are relatively
moderate. Party differences might also influence one's
appraisal of the health of American democracy. Some
citizens might consider different viewpoints to be the
lifeblood of a healthy democracy. Others might see
high degrees of partisan conflict as an obstacle to
solving problems and a blot on democracy.

Investigating the Answer
Television election result maps in 2000 and 2004 showing
the country divided sharply into regions of Republican

(continues)




PREFACE

Cultural Perspectives

Chapter 2 sets the stage for the book’s attention to how American political culture—the prizing of indi-
vidualism, democracy, liberty, respect for property, and religious rights—influences our politics and gov-
ernment. Students will learn how these beliefs are balanced against each other, how they are defined and
change, and how they compete and coexist with other beliefs. Values and beliefs motivate participants

in the political process, and
Case Study

they also make some pol-
Getting to Know Voters, One by One

One feature of the party machine praised by
political scientists was its tight connection with
voters. The machine was, in part, a social service or
welfare agency. In exchange for providing help, the
machine sought votes. It knew its voters.

Party organizations today also try to know their
voters, but they do not have the deep personal con-
nection with voters that the machine did. Nor do they
provide social services. However, through microtarget-
ing, they try to
understand vot-
ers one by one to
target messages
to each. The hope
is to persuade
the undecided
to support the
party’s candidate
and to motivate
the already de-
cided to get out
to vote.*

Microtarget-
ing consists of
building huge
databases of
information about
voters. For each
potential voter,
party workers
enter hundreds of
bits of informa-
tion, ranging from
neighborhood characteristics available from the U.S.
Census to consumer characteristics, such as purchas-
ing habits, brand of car owned, television networks
watched, magazine subscriptions, gun ownership,
sports preferred, type of musical preference, and much
more. Phone or direct contact from a party staffer or
volunteer—known as party canvassing—might extract
some additional information for the database. Can-
vassing is one of the main ways young people become
involved in party activity.

GETTING OUT THE VOTE Political parties engage in extensive get-
out-the-vote (GOTV) activities. Urging individuals to vote on Election
Day is the culmination of a long and often precisely targeted effort to
appeal to voters’ key concerns. Through microtargeting, parties appeal
to voters on issues of specific interest to them. The parties consult
massive databases to discern what an individual's key issues might be.

Examining voter records and lists, which are readily
available from states, provides information on a voter’s
turnout history, party registration, and possibly which
party primary she or he voted in. Voter visits to the
party’s website or, for example, its Facebook profile,
provide additional information.** Public opinion data
are then merged into the file, allowing data analysts to
unearth connections between demographic, consum-
er, and other information and views on public issues.

These data are
then analyzed to
produce a specific
message tailored
to a voter’s
key interests.

The database
helps generate
sophisticated and
narrowly tar-
geted advertising,
mailings, phone
contact, per-
sonal contact, and
get-out-the-vote
drives on behalf
of a range of party
candidates.*
Analysts com-
pute scores for
each individual to
estimate his or her
likelihood of sup-
porting the party’s
candidates, so the party can target its outreach efforts
efficiently.””

Republicans in 2002 were the first to use
microtargeting in a systematic way, and it was a
prominent part of the party’s campaign effort in
2004. The Republican National Committee, in coordi-
nation with the Bush campaign and Republican state
and local party organizations, purchased commercial
databases that held hordes of information on individu-
als. The party also purchased or received from

(continues)

icy paths more likely than
others in American poli-
tics. When people become
involved in and passionate
about politics, it is due in
large part to their excite-
ment and interest in com-
peting ideas, values, and
beliefs.

Critical Thinking

The Case Study in each
chapter tells an engaging
story about recent major
political events. These high-
interest, in-depth examples
apply the ideas developed
in the book to the real
world, bringing our political
system to life and making
abstract concepts concrete.
Each Case Study concludes
with Thinking Critically
questions that help students
understand, apply, and syn-
thesize key points.
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The moment you know. MyPoliScilLab’

Educators know it. Students know it. It’s that inspired moment when something that was difficult to under-
stand suddenly makes perfect sense. Our MyLab products have been designed and refined with a single
purpose in mind—to help educators create that moment of understanding with their students.

The new MyPoliSciLab delivers proven results in helping individual students succeed. It provides
engaging experiences that personalize, stimulate, and measure learning for each student. And, it comes
from a trusted partner with educational expertise and a deep commitment to helping students, instructors,
and departments achieve their goals.

MyPoliSciLab can be used by itself or linked to any learning management system. To learn more about
how the new MyPaliSciLab combines proven learning applications with powerful assessment, read on!

MyPoliSciLab delivers proven results in helping individual students succeed.

» Pearson MyLabs are currently in use by millions of students each year across a variety of disciplines.

P In surveys of instructors and students over the last five years, more than 80% reported that they

were satisfied with their MyPoliScilLab experience, over 87% agreed that it was easy to use, and 80%
recommended MyPoliSciLab’s continued use.

» MyPoliSciLab works—but don’t take our word for it. Visit our MylLab/Mastering site to read white pa-

pers, case studies, and testimonials from instructors and students that consistently demonstrate the
success of our MyLabs.

MyPoliSciLab provides engaging experiences that personalize, stimulate, and measure learning for each
student.

» Assessment Track progress and get instant feedback on every chapter, video, and multimedia

activity. With results feeding into a powerful gradebook, the assessment program identifies learning
challenges early and suggests the best resources to help.

Personalized Study Plan Follow a flexible learning path created by the assessment program and
tailored to each student’s unique needs. Organized by learning objectives, the study plan offers follow-
up reading, video, and multimedia activities for further learning and practice.

Pearson eText Just like the printed text, highlight and add notes to the eText online or download it to
a tablet or iPad.

Flashcards Learn key terms by word or definition.
Video Analyze current events by watching streaming video from major news providers.

PoliSci News Review Join the political conversation by following headlines in newsfeeds, reading
analysis in the blog, taking weekly current events quizzes and polls, and more.

ClassPrep Engage students with class presentation resources collected in one convenient online
destination.
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Unigue for American Government courses:

» Simulations Engage the political process by experiencing how political actors make decisions.

» Comparative Exercises Think critically about how American politics compares with the politics of
other countries.

» Timelines Get historical context by following issues that have influenced the evolution of American
democracy.

Visual Literacy Exercises Learn how to interpret political data in figures and tables.
MyPoliScilLibrary Read full-text primary source documents from the nation’s founding to the present.

Voter Registration Voting is a right—and a responsibility.

vV v v Yy

Citizenship Test See what it takes to become an American citizen.

MyPoliSciLab comes from a trusted partner with educational expertise and a deep commitment to helping
students, instructors, and departments achieve their goals.

» Pearson supports instructors with workshops, training, and assistance from Pearson Faculty Advisors—
S0 you get the help you need to make MyPoliSciLab work for your course.

» Pearson gathers feedback from instructors and students during the development of content and the
feature enhancement of each release to ensure that our products meet your needs.
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