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PREFACE

PREFACE

During the past three decades of China’s reform and opening - up to the outside
world, our education cause has achieved leap - forward development under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party of China and the central government. The education sys-
tem reform has also made substantial progress. Not only has the quality education been
comprehensively implemented, but the national quality - oriented has distinctly been
heightened and a fair education system has been strengthened persistently as well. The
development of education since 1978 has been laid a solid foundation for the overall
construction of a well-off society and our modernization.

In school, the textbook, as one of the important resources, bases and media, is the
essential part of curriculum and the carrier to put curriculum into practice. It”s also the
embodiment of the national will & spirit, the cultural traditions and the level of the sub-
jects development, as well as the basic means of achieving cultivation targets. The last
three decades have seen the development phases of recovery and reconstruction, refor-
mation and innovation, adjustment and deepening what our English textbooks for basic
education have experienced. By reviewing the history, analyzing the texts, scanning sta-
tus quo and rationally demonstrating, this dissertation deeply researches the develop-
ment course, features of different phases and the evolving trend of the English textbooks
for basic education since 1978, which has a significant theoretical value and practical
sense for us to comprehend the essence of the foreign language courses for basic educa-
tion, to practise new education conceptions and to optimize the practice of foreign lan-
guage courses.

By taking the methods of both text analysis and logical argumentation, the research
focuses on textbooks published by People’s Education Press to make analysis and re-
view of the publishing settings, education conceptions and the textbooks themselves. It

raises a panoramic discussion on the construction of the English textbooks for basic edu-
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cation since 1978, which makes up deficiency of former researches merely confined to
certain editions or school stages. It also raises the research level of foreign language
textbooks, and even creates new research methods.

The dissertation mainly consists of five parts.

Chapter 1, Introduction. It gives an explanation of both the reasons for the topic se-
lection and signification of the research. It also makes a general introduction to the re-
search status, related references and the nature, methods and ideas of the research.
Moreover, it makes definitions for the core and related concepts and divides the stages
since 1978. Stage One, Nation-wide Textbooks (1978-1990); Stage Two, Sino - foreign
Joint Textbooks (1988-2000); Stage Three, New Curriculum Textbooks (since 2000
upto now).

Chapter 2, 3 and 4 are the main body of the dissertation. Each chapter deals with a
stage and writes as the following. First, it analyses the publishing settings, the leading
education concepts and guiding documentation i.e. syllabuses and curriculum stan-
dards. Secondly, it reviews the editing and publishing process, and it foreshadows the
later analysis and comments. Finally, by using text analytical method, it puts forward
proper analysis and comments on the textbooks in each stage at the theoretical basis,
structural system, discourse, linguistic knowledge and language abilities.

Chapter 5 makes a general introduction to the progress of the development of the
English textbooks in China’s basic education since 1978, raises reflection or discussion
on the existent problems and limitations and makes a prospect of the development
trend.

The conclusion makes reflections on the research limitation and sets a greater tar-

get for the future research.
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BH#  Collins Dictionary of the English Language 7] $ ] i %8 /& : “ construct t.

@ BAR DA 1A .75 45 B0 $541,2004:621.
@ it bR 1 AR AL, 1989:1323.
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to put together substances or parts, esp. systematically, in order to make or build”, R
M E SR EE TN ERR S REHAE S E— . Webster’ s New International
Dictionary of the English Language 7] $i ff) fi# & & : “ construct vt. Dto construe, as a
document; @ to put together the constituent parts of (something) in their proper place
and order; @ to build; form; make, as, to construct an edifice.” @ B “ OAE J SCHR 69 4
JE. 5 @5 B ol 2 G 110 2 1 43 LAGE 24 B 7 SRR F A Al ok s O il , B OE L il i
DA —TEA TR

Z#l  (Development)—ia] R 8 T 3 3¢, R HF M, L HEZIRE Fobt Gk
hiEREHANAREZ —. FHBARER "G H "2 SR CA “making” “building”
“construction” 5§ , 1X 6 a] i) A 7 2 48 HI/E MK B R, & A UM RS . 1935 4F
1 %5 /K 5K M1 /R (Caswell and Compbell) Hi AR T (IR % 4 il ) ( Curriculum Develop-
ment)— 45 ,“development” — 18 R BE# | KB EBEHRALBF TAEFRZEG KA.

F &  Collins Dictionary of the English Language 7 31 (] ff 8 & . “ develop vt. D
to come or bring to a later or more advanced or expanded stage; grow or cause to grow
gradually; @to elaborate or work out in detail;... ®to improve the value or change the
use.ete.”® B (3 2 54 B — 4> 8 19 208 S E 49 2R & T B9 B B ; 18 # b R 2
fie S R A ; NS 40 3K s @ U M (E s A8 ¥ & " . New Webster’ s International Dic-
tionary of the English Language 17) & ) fi# B8 & . “develop vt. to cause to evolve to a
higher or more useful stage; to bring about growth or enlargement.ete.”® B} “ fifi i {1k 5] —
A SE A BB AR R YR

“Development” — 18 & A FF & M5 it K REER EEWRE "RK"E—
ANAWHESE B B A B S .

HERZEA LR, A5 KEEMBATREER PR REEMRT L
30 Z4F FORH A5 g ) | SE ) BE AN 22 50 B A BT LAY, FO AR B XS S ET R A e
BB RA HEERN R R VB REEME.

HABRRANTELTTHL KRN S YT, i B 75 & 7 S
18§ MEUE, DUIE B e 200 P R BRI PO T ATHE AR, P,
P43 B S B 2 B R S B AR R AE R 5T B B RK . Sl X 30 Z4E H /N
S SGRHORE S A S R 7 S S A R GERIE ST, T LA AR R B S 4 U 2 R A A
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