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To my longtime' loyd'l and dedicated friends
~ Alfred, Gary, Janet, and Lynn. .

(15" A special dedication—
To Patricia Lee Gauch—
in appreciation of your longstanding loyalty

and belief in your authors and artists.
We are proud to call you friend. T
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Painter and Ugly were best friends. Through winter, spring,

summer, and fall, they were always together.

Nothing could keep them apart.
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fter every sled-racing season, the boy called Jake always left
his dog team to run free on an island on the Yukon River. He

was good to the team and every day returned with fresh water,
food, and hugs for each dog.

~Jake prized every one of his dogs, especnally the two that

~were always together. He named one Painter when he knocked
over a can of paint.

He named the other Ugly because most of the paint

spilled on him.



~ Wherever you saw Painter, there you saw Ugly. If Painter went to
fetch a stick, Ugly brought it back with him. If Ugly"h‘owléd at the
moon, Painter sang harmony. And when Jake built Painter’s house too
far away from Ugly’s, the dog pushed it all the way down the hill and
set it next to his best friend’s. :
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and soo

er would answer yip, n the two friends

de as fast as they v e |




But one day, Jake did not come with food, water, or hugs. Instead,

there came a man with a voice like a chainsaw who herded the dogs
onto a boat. Painter was happy to go on the boat because it meant that
the team was going to the mainland. And going to the mainland meant
that race training was about to begin. And race training meant that



Painter and Ugly, the fastest of all the local dogs, would soon be leading
“Jake and the team in the Junior Iditarod race.
Yip! Painter called, and Ugly ran to join him at the front of
the boat. V




But when the team reached the mainland, there was still no
Jake. There were only people shouting and waving papers. Big P
Tonka cried out when he was hauled off by a woman in a beaver - = S

coat. Keeneye growled as he was taken by a hairy man who e

smelled of bacon.
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Painter tried to slip out of his collar when a

red-haired boy pulled him away from Ugly.
Ugly jumped from side to side when a black-haired boy
rushed him away from his friend.
Each dog was placed into a different dog box on a different
~truck. Every truck drove each dog to a different home.




