OXFORD

B e o e

INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

IDEAS,EXPERIENCE,dfPROSPECTS




INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Ideas, Experience, and Prospects

Edited by
BRUCE CURRIE-ALDER, RAVI KANBUR,
DAVID M. MALONE,

Aar¢ :
ROHINTON M'fﬁﬂbff\\f“ "

%17

< IR K i
3 | uM CRDI Canadi
Inter 1al Development Research Centre
C

entre de recherches pour le développement international

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS



OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Great Clarendon Street, Oxford, ox2 6Dp,
United Kingdom

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.
It furthers the University’s objective of excellence in research, scholarship,
and education by publishing worldwide. Oxford is a registered trade mark of
Oxford University Press in the UK and in certain other countries

© The several contributors 2014
The moral rights of the authors have been asserted

First Edition published in 2014
Impression: 1

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
aretrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the
prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press, or as expressly permitted
by law, by licence or under terms agreed with the appropriate reprographics
rights organization. Enquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope of the
above should be sent to the Rights Department, Oxford University Press, at the
address above

You must not circulate this work in any other form
and you must impose this same condition on any acquirer

Published in the United States of America by Oxford University Press
198 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016, United States of America
British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
Data available
ISBN 978-0-19-967165-6 (hbk)

ISBN 978-0-19-967166-3 (pbk)

Printed and bound in Great Britain by
CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, Cro 4vY



FOREWORD

AMARTYA SEN

When Thomas Hobbes grumbled about the state of mankind in his seventeenth-century
world, he pointed not only to the fact that human lives were “nasty, brutish and short,”
but also to the deprivation coming from the “solitary” lives of people. Hobbes’s attempt to
change the world took the form of his championing co-operative action through an imag-
ined social contract, the provisions of which would be put into practice through the work
of a sovereign state. That route, while a major advance in social thought, may be full of
problems of various kinds (not the least of which being its dependence on national
states, respectively working within their isolated sovereignties). However, Hobbes was
remarkably insightful in understanding the far-reaching adversity of the solitariness of
human lives.

The subject that we now call “development economics,” or more broadly “development
studies,” is particularly concerned with reversing the solitariness of human efforts to improve
their individual lives, through attempts to overcome the nastiness, the brutishness, and the
shortness of human lives through human interactions, within the boundaries of a state, but
alsoacross the boundaries. Various relationships, practices, and institutions—from economic
markets and legal interventions to political alliances and social agitations—can contribute to
societal changes that can help to reduce, or eradicate, the penalties of privation. People relate
to and interact with each other through communicating ideas, through exchanging commod-
ities, through collaborating in political movements, through joining in making economic and
social demands, through instituting and improving legal arrangements, and through many
other routes.

The enterprise of development is, thus, a gigantic field, and includes immense diversities
of engagement. In this wonderfully ambitious book, the editors have judiciously identified
arange of topics in terms of which attempts at development can be viewed, scrutinized, and
assessed, and have then proceeded to arrange for significant contributions in each of the
identified areas. The result is a very distinguished collection of studies, with an overarching
understanding of the complexity of the process of development, offering richly informed
and enlightening insights, theories, and applications. The reader can find illumination
in an astonishingly large range of issues that make up the thoroughly diverse field of
development.

It is greatly to the credit of the editors that they have not tried to arrive at anything like
a “consensus” on what needs to be done for development. Analyses of many issues can
live with—indeed flourish with—different approaches, related not only to unresolved
priorities, but also to varying contexts and diverse circumstances. While some airing of
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preconceptions or prejudices, whether or not hallowed by alleged authority (past or
present), can be subjected to withering scrutiny, the heterogeneity that remains can
include different—and differently relevant—understandings and conclusions. This is a
reflection of the nature of the subject, rather than evidence of “unfinished business.”
There are many insights, understandings, and proposals in this distinguished collection
of essays that will greatly aid practitioners, and yet there are also enough disagreements
and disparate evaluations, and what the editors call—rather charmingly—“dialogue
between authors,” to serve extremely well the purpose of developmental education and
pedagogy. I feel very privileged to be given the opportunity to welcome a book on devel-
opment that is, in more than one way, a triumph. It is not often that one is fortunate
enough to be given a task that is as delicious as this.



PREFACE

The aim of this book is to trace the history of thought on various aspects of development that
are presently in a state of flux, map the current range of approaches for each sector, and set out
options and possibilities for the future, some of which may open new avenues for research.
Development has come to be understood as more than economic growth and poverty allevia-
tion, and policy choice is more than the result of ideological positions or designed social
experiments. As more global powers emerge, the ideas shaping concepts of development and
how it happens, and the policy recommendations that flow from them, are less likely to be
hegemonically driven. The only unity in future development thought and practice might be at
the broadest possible level—that there is no such unity and that its application must be intelli-
gently and doubtless diversely pursued by local actors (how local would depend on the issue
at hand).

This book provides both a reference point for and a counterpoint to conventional wisdom
always subject to challenge. We hope to demonstrate in the pages that follow that as with any
study of thought and practice, a logical progression of reason yields to fads, deviations, and
inconsistencies. But equally, the development arena has been a massive laboratory for the sci-
entific method. Ideas born of context and necessity are floated, developed, applied, modified
or discarded only to be succeeded by others. Despite the seeming messiness of this process
the field is in fact advancing. The lack of a resultant unified theory of development is entirely
to be expected, but still distresses some.

PEDAGOGIC ELEMENT

The editors also want this work to be of practical and not solely intellectual use. It occurred to
our publisher and to us that a variety of combinations of these essays could lend themselves to
undergraduate and graduate university education with some supplementary guidance for
instructors and students, as well as advice on appropriate further reading. This supplementary
material is provided free of charge at the following website: <www.developmentideas.info>.
Sois the pre-published text of all of the chapters.

Readers may wish to look out for a number of themes and related assertions that arise in
the volume, sometimes mutually reinforcing, sometimes in conflict or at best running in
parallel to each other. Because development does not lend itself to conventional wisdom for
long—consensus in this field nearly always turns out to be wrong, at least in part—this is
neither surprising nor alarming. Rather, the dialogue between authors, now reflected on

the page, aims to stimulate the minds of those seeking to tackle our rich subject through
this book.
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