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| Preface |

This book approaches the conception of architectural culture and the relevent knowledge, involving the
photographic composition of architectural culture. This edition on overseas architecture is a selection of 170 case
studies from dozens of cities in 20-odd countries I have visited since 1979, along with my personal reflection and
analysis, with a view to formulating an outline of the development of western architectural culture and being
instrumental for the development of city, architecture and landscaping in China.

Another edition on Chinese architecture is a selection of 210 case studies drawn from 100-odd cities in China
(with Tibet excluded) I have visited in half a century since 1956, when I started my career of urban planning in Urban
Design Institute attached to the State City Construction General Bureau, throwing some light on the development of
Chinese architectural culture in the last 1000 years and the experience in both positive and negative aspects.

With “making the past serve the present and the foreign serve the needs of China” as a guideline for my research,
these two volum of books have proposed some potential solutions and approaches to addresses the problems arising
in urban planning and construction in the process of building a well-off society. The 170 selected case studies, listed
in the “World Cultural Heritage” or as the major historical and cultural projects under state protection in their
respective countries, represent the development in different decades, illustrating the prototypes of modern arechitecture
in the last 100 years. They are a collection of masterpieces of world master designers and renowned architects in their
respective countries. In addition, the two volum of books approach the conceptions of the photographic art of
architectural culture, addressing the defects in the photographic composition of architectural culture in China, with
each case illustrated with one to five pictures. All the pictures illustrated here are a record of my personal interpretation
of architectural culture and the relevent photographic composition, which interact with each other, contributing to
achieving better photographic composition of architectual culture and architectural design.

Therefore, these two books, catering for city planners, architects, landscape designers and the like, aim at
spreading knowledge on architectural culture and photographic art among the general public, so as to increase public
participation in the course of urban construction.

I started collecting references and classic examples of architectural culture both in China and abroad, integrating
technical and social elements. It is evident that city, architecture and landscaping constitute one branch of science
involving both natural and social science, while previous publications emphasize technical rather than social aspects
of architecture and landscaping. Therefore, my approach involves substantial effort in the aspect of social science.

My heartfelt admiration and thanks go to Xi Shu-xiang Foundation for the Promotion of Architectural Education,
which contributes to the publication of the books. I am particularly obliged to Wu Yu-jiang, associate senior editor
with China Architecture and Building Press, for his involvement in the publication, and Chao Li, of Lihai Company,
for the technical support in the disc production of the photographic compositions.

(Translate by Xie Gong Qu) Zﬁang Zﬁw-ganq
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