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Celebrating the golden autumn and imparting a blessing on the Guanghua 100th
anniversary, Mr. Homer Cheng collected and edited large volume of historical
documents for this book. It exhibits the unusual life and outstanding achievement
of the founder of Guanghua Medical College, Holt Cheng. Mr. Holt Cheng was
born in an era of unstable and weak China. After half century’s odyssey, he himself
became a legend, and legend, perhaps, has more power in life than history. During
the corrupt Qing Dynasty when “the land of God” was sinking, Cheng Gong (Holt)
understood the importance of education as means to revive our country. He bravely
challenged the situation “in a ragged blue jacket * and made plans to form the
school. During the periods of difficulty and turmoil, Cheng Gong often worked
through the nights and forgot his meals, completely devoted to changing and
improving the situation and condition. People are not born giants but become a giant
because of their own choice. When one forgets himself and has only the survival
and prosperity of his own country in mind, he is destined to be a giant. Cheng Gong’
s persistent pursuit of truth, righteousness and loyalty has been carved into the annals
of history; his life reflects a strong character of protecting the benefit of our country,
to serve our own people with all his might and do so with unyielding determination.

With the passing of time, memories may be faded, but the historical records
remain unchanged. Reviewing history, we learn the wisdom and experience of the
people preceding us; reviewing history will give us added courage and strength. In
this book, every historical photo and document is precious. Together they describe
the life of a poor farmer’s son; a very touching true story. They show the great
ambition of a previous generation’s medicine man who brightens the world for
thousands of autumn to come. This is a lively textbook. When you touch this book,
you touch a hundred year of history. Let us feel the strong vibration, the power, the
responsibility and the hope. To understand and recast the glory of Guanghua is our
undeniable responsibility.

The editor of this book, Cheng Gong’s son, Homer is a graduate of Guanghua
Medical College and a Fellow of American College of Pathology. He was former
head of the Department of Pathology at the St. Rita’s Medical Center, Lima Ohio
and clinical associate professor of the Bowling Green State University of Ohio. He
always remembers Guanghua and thinks of Guanghua. In order to collect historical
documents, Homer, now an octogenarian, traveled to many places, searched through
journals and magazines, talked with friends and teachers, worked tirelessly, and
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finally completed this book. It is truly a treasure.

As we reminisce of the past, the 100 years inspires pride; as we live today, the
100 years brings joy; as we look to the future, the hundred years evokes a sense
of anticipation. “In expanding Shen Nong’s** inheritance, and in glorifying our
China,” it is very difficult not to remember the Guanghua’s journey of hundred
years. A hundred year history is a very thick, heavy book. It records generation
after generation of our Guanghua people pursuing of their goal, through struggle and
labor, both bitter and sweet. The hundred years of Guanghua has become a warm
and fragrant cradle in which are woven the dreams of many youth. How many

young people have matured and gone forth from this place!

A hundred years of cultivation has produced large numbers of fruit that serve the
country well. In order to continue this historic tradition, requires all the Guanghua
men and women to look at the future and plan with vision. We are happy to say that
the scroll of establishment of the world renowned college of stomatology has been
unrolled. The Guanghua men and women have marched forward with distinction.
The water in the Pearl River*** continues to flow in the hundred years with love.
The White Cloud Mountain extends the hundred years of melting and casting glory.
The ambitious students are motivated by the long lasting friendship of the hundred
years; the accomplished faculties are waiting earnestly with anticipation.

During these great days of celebration of our centennial anniversary, let us
turn another page of the serious school history book that was begun writing by our
president Holt Cheng. Let us open our hearts together to interpret and embrace the
hundred years of Guanghua.

Professor Ling Junqi
Dean, Guanghua College of Stomatology
Sun Yat-sen University

July 9, 2008

*“ragged blue jacket” TEHK W5 £Kbilu-1anlii, meaning endures great hardships in pioneer work. A quote form the book,ZuoChuan/r:f% written in
722-403 B.C..

**Shen Nong #4¢, (Huangdi Era, 5000-7000 B.C.), the father of Chinese herbal medicine who personally tested (by tasting) “hundreds” of herb
and recorded their toxicity and effect on human body, in search for the cure of diseases. He died of the toxic substance from Duan Chang GrassHT
i in his last experience.

***Pearl River and White Cloud Mountain are two landmarks in Guangzhou.
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We tend to think of immigrants as individuals who chose to pull up roots and
leave their homeland to find a new life in another location other than the homeland.
But it is also not surprising that immigrants and even their progeny raised abroad
also tended to continue to maintain ties to the former homeland for some period
of time, even while they were establishing and maintaining new relationships in
the host countries. Presumably with the passage of time, old ties will attenuate
and fade away, while new relationships grow and become predominant. However,
circumstances, both in the homeland left behind as well as the new home could be
such that they modify the behavior of the immigrants and even their progeny so as
to affect the pace and length of time to effectuate such changes. Illustrative of this
was the active interest taken by Chinese in overseas communities in events and
developments in China from the late 19th to mid-20th centuries during a period
when the Western powers, armed with superior technology and concepts of racial
superiority, were aggressively colonizing and exploiting non-Western lands. Despite
the relatively small population compared to Chinese in Southeast Asia, Chinese from
the industrialized United States in the western world, figured prominently among the

reverse migrants.

Chinese had immigrated in large numbers in California during the last half of
the nineteenth century and played prominent roles in the economic development
of California and other parts of the west. Many arrived leaving families behind in
China and they continued to maintain strong ties in their homeland. In time the
immigrants also adopted some western ways, and by the turn of the century, there
was even a small emerging family society with American-born who had grown up
in a western society. However, the acceptance of Chinese into American society was
stymied by racist feelings centering in California that rejected acceptance of Chinese
as equals in American society, and instead advocated their exclusion from American soil.
Coincidentally during this same time period, as a reaction to China’s continued weakness
in face of foreign aggression, there also emerged in China increasing advocacy for

change and modernization. Many Chinese abroad alienated by their treatment in the



host countries also supported these demands, particularly in the United States, where
Chinese had been excluded from participation in many sectors of American society.
Hence many Chinese in America supported the reform and revolutionary movements
that emerged in China toward the end of the 19th century with financial contributions
as well as personal participation, with the hope of building a China that will stand
as a respected equal among the world powers, and whose status will be reflected in

better treatment for Chinese abroad.

A number of Chinese in America, including immigrants and native-born, became
activists in the political movements, particularly in the revolutionary movement and
its successor, the Kuomintang, which played important roles in China politics during
the entire first half of the 20th century. For example, George Bow from Grass Valley
became a bodyguard for revolutionary leader Sun Yat-sen. San Francisco’s Wong
Bock Yue and Honolulu’s Kalfred Dip Lum rose high in the Kuomintang party
hierarchy. Wong Won Sue from San Francisco and Frank Lee native-born of New
York City became diplomats serving the Chinese government. The quest for better
opportunities as well as nationalism was the driving force that led some 200 aviators
from North America to travel to their ancestral land to help build a military air force.
During the War of Resistance against Japan, John Jan of Sacramento and Walter
Chun of Honolulu were among the Chinese overseas who worked respectively as
engineer and administrator with the Chinese Industrial Cooperatives behind the front

lines.

Much less known were the careers of numerous Chinese from America who
become part of the business community in China, or served in professional capacities
as teachers, doctors, scientists, and technicians to help modernize the nation. Holt
Alexander Chang was one of the pioneers in this category of reverse migrants. He
immigrated to Hawaii in 1893 where he later became a merchant in Hilo. During
this period anti-Chinese legislation had been passed in 1887 in the Islands. In
1893 American settlers had replaced the native kingdom with a republic, and then

successfully lobbied the U.S. Congress to annex the Islands without the assent of



the native Hawaiians. He also witnessed the emergence of Chinese groups in Hawaii
advocating reform and revolution in China. These developments left impressions
on young Chang and in 1900 he left the Islands for San Francisco to study for
the medical profession. After graduation he returned to China where he founded
Guanghua Medical School in Guangzhou, one of the first schools in China teaching

western medical science.

Holt Chang was but one out of 148 Chinese from Hawaii who were listed in the
1929 edition of Chinese of Hawaii as serving or had served in the public or private
sectors in China during the first decades of the twentieth century. The number
originating from continental United States is not known, but it surely must have been
at least comparable in number or greater. Thus the story of Holt Chang is only one
of numerous stories of Chinese in America, many yet to be recorded, that will help
better define the role played by Chinese in America during this period in Chinese

American history.

The high tide of this reverse migration occurred during the first half of the
twentieth century. After World War II, changes in U.S. immigration laws facilitated
the transformation of the Chinese American community from a predominantly
bachelor society into a family-based society. Opportunities opened for Chinese in
American society, and Chinese increasingly became integral parts of a multi-cultural
American society. The reverse migration during the first half of the 20th century
driven by American racism and Chinese nationalism became an episode of the past

in the historical annals of the Chinese American community.

Him Mark Laij

Board of Director,

Chinese Historical Society of America
May 7, 2008
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