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FAST READING V UNIT1

1. The Standard of Living

g——he “standard of living” of any country means the average person’s share of the
goods and services which the country produces. A country’s standard of living,
therefore, depends first and foremost on its capacity to produce wealth. “Wealth”
in this sense is not money, for we do not live on money but on things that money
can buy: “goods” such as food and clothing, and “services” such as transport and
entertainment.

A country’s capacity to produce wealth depends upon many factors, most of
which have an effect on one another. Wealth depends to a great extent upon a
country’s natural resources, such as coal, gold, and other minerals, water supply
and so on. Some regions of the world are well supplied with coal and minerals, and
have a fertile soil and a favourable climate; other regions possess none of them.
The U.S.A. is one of the wealthiest regions of the world because she has vast natu-
ral resources within her borders, her soil is fertile, and her climate is varied. The
Sahara Desert, on the other hand, is one of the least wealthy.

Next to natural resources comes the ability to turn them to use. Sound and sta-
ble political conditions, and freedom from foreign invasion, enable a country to
develop its natural resources peacefully and steadily, and to produce more wealth
than another country equally well served by nature but less well ordered. Another
important factor is the technical efficiency of a country’s people. Old countries
that have, through many centuries, trained up numerous skilled craftsmen and
technicians are better placed to produce wealth than countries whose workers are
largely unskilled. Wealth also produces wealth. As a country becomes wealthier,
its people have a large margin for saving, and can put their savings into factories
and machines which will help workers to turn out more goods in their working day.

A country’s standard of living does not only depend upon the wealth that is
produced and consumed within its own borders, but also upon what is indirectly
produced through international trade. For example, Britain’s wealth in foodstuffs
and other agricultural products would be much less if she had to depend only on
those grown at home. Trade makes it possible for her surplus manufactured goods
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to be traded abroad for the agricultural products that would otherwise be lacking.
A country’s wealth is, therefore, much influenced by its manufacturing capacity,
provided that other countries can be found ready to accept its manufactures.

To calculate the average standard of living of any country, one divides its “na-
tional income” by the number of people in it. Strictly, the term “national income”
means the total of goods and services produced for consumption in that country in
a year; but such a total cannot be divided unless it is expressed in money.

5 minutes

465 words




FAST READING V UNIT1

1. The Standard of Living

Comprehension Exercise
1. A country’s wealth depends upon
a. its standard of living

b. its money
\C,X:s ability to provide goods and services
d. its ability to provide transport and entertainment
2. e main idea of the second paragraph is that
a. the U.S. A. is one of the wealthiest countries in the world
b. the Sahara Desert is a very poor region
c. a country’s wealth depends on many factors
«dnatural resources are an important factor in the wealth or poverty of a country
3. The third paragraph is about y
a. how wealth produces wealth
b. peaceful development of a country’s natural resources
c. the importance of the technical efficiency of a country’s people
d. all of the above

4. The word “margin” in “... a large margin for (line 8, para 3) ..." means
a. the space at the side of the page
b. the edge

_c~the amount earned but not needed for living
d. any money deposited in a savings account
5. Which of the following about Britain’s wealth is true according to the passage?
a. Britain’s wealth is entirely produced and consumed within its borders.
b. Britain is more dependent upon trade than any other country in the world.
.. Britain manufactures more than it needs for home consumption.
d. Britain’s wealth lies only in what it can manufacture. '






FAST READING V UNIT1

@
2. Descending the Rapids

We had now reached the most dangerous part of the river, for there were here
three rapids at no great distance apart which had to be passed. The waters
were then low and the rocks numerous, threatening no little danger to the boats.
When the water is high, navigation is less difficult, for the difference of level in
the rapids becomes much less, and the danger of being driven on to the rocks is al-
so greatly diminished. The increasing roar caused by the falling water warned us of
the close proximity of the rapid, though we had heard it a long way back. At the
first big fall we unloaded our boat, carrying everything on the men’s shoulders
along the shore beyond the dangerous part; but we all returned to the boat to make
our dash through the foaming waters. For me it was quite a new sensation; and in-
deed, I felt it was quite possible I might never have the opportunity of narrating
it. I had full faith in my Kayans, however, and especially in the expert who wield-
ed the steering paddle at the stern. Drawn up to his fullest height, he looked ea-
gerly for the best passage. This was no easy task, for not only had the steersman to
avoid the rocks which were abdve water, but those just covered by it, which were
still more dangerous, capsizing the canoe in an instant. At first the current seemed
nothing out of the common, but, as we approached, it increased in force until
there seemed almost something uncanny in its overwhelming strength. About fifty
or sixty yards (45 or 54m) from the rapid our steersman had already made up his
mind as to the line to be followed. His great object was to keep the boat with plen-
ty of way on in the current; for woe betide us if we but swerved an instant — we
should have been at once capsized and done for! As we approached the bigger part
of the fall the paddlers redoubled their efforts, and our long, light, narrow boat
shot like an arrow down the swell, and in an instant was righted in the bubbling
waters of the pool beneath, in a cloud of pulverized water which formed a mistlike
column around us. I feel that it would be attempting the impossible to endeavour to
translate into words the emotions of that moment, which came and went like a
flash of lightning!

When we got into the comparatively tranquil waters beyond, our boat was full
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and would inevitably have sunk but for the rapid and able manner in which the
Kayans baled the water out. Some of them jumped overboard to lighten the boat at
once.

6 minutes 449 words
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2. Descending the Rapids

Comprehension Exercise
1. How did the writer and his companions know that they were very close to the
rapids?
a. They saw rocks protruding above the water.
b They saw the waters becoming lower.
c. They saw the falling water.
"d. They heard the increasing roar of the falling water.
2. presented the greatest danger to the steersman.
a. The swift current
b. The rocks above the water’s surface
\¢, The rocks just below the water’s surface
N The bubbling waters in the pool beneath
3. The writer felt that it would be too difficult to accurately express in words

a. his fear at hearing the rush of the rapids
b+ the uncanny power of the rushing water
c. his surprise at having safely travelled through the rapids
.d. his emotions as he passed through the rapids
4. The steersman was standing in order to
a. balance the weight in the boat
b. watch for rocks below the water’s surface
.c. determine the best passage through the rapids
d.«prevent the canoe from capsizing
5. What would have happened to the men in the boat if it had swerved from the
path it was travelling?
.a. They would have been thrown out of the boat and drowned.
b." They would have jumped to safety.
c. They would have been stranded at the fall without a boat.
d pThey would have been plunged into calmer waters below the fall.
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6. Several of the Kayans jumped out of the boat in order to
a. recover the packages left on the shore
.b. reduce the weight in the boat
¢. swim in the bubbling waters
d. get a lost paddle back
7. When the boat got into calmer waters, it
a. was as good as it was before
b. had sprung a leak and water was rushing in
C.-was full of water .
d. was badly damaged
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3. Influenza

j nfluenza has been with us a long, long time. According to some Greek writers
on medical history, the outbreak of 412 B. C. was of influenza. The same has
been suggested of the sickness that swept through the Greek army attacking Syra-
cuse in 395 B. C. Flu is a disease that moves more quickly among people living in
crowded conditions, hence it is likely to attack armies.

During the %&i‘f\ﬂ:r_t_;hgn_tu}lthere were five widespread outbreaks of in-
fluenza. Thu last of theTive happened in 1889 and ,n_@qued the beginning of the sto-
ry of mfluenza in our time. Like the present outbr?aTc, it started in Asia.

For mow before that outbreak, mfluenza had steadily de-
creased and was believed to e dying out. A new grqup of outbreaks was intro-
duced by the great outbreak of jﬁLJ.&QQ and for the next quarter of a century flu
remained a constant threat.

In April 1918, flu broke out among American trdops stationed in France. It
quickly spread through all the armies but caused relatively few deaths. Four
months later, however, a second outbreak started which proved to be a killer. It
killed not only the old and already sick but also healthy young adults. It went
through every country in the world, only a few distant islands in the South Atlantic
and the Pacific remaining untouched. It brought the life of whole countries to a
stop; food supplies stopped and the work loss was very great. Before the great out-
break ended, it had killed at least 15 million people.

Medical science is still not certain what hit us in 1918. The influenza virus was
not found until 1933, so all that today can be said about the 1918 outbreak was the
kind of antibodies it produced.

The 1918 outbreak was never controlled. It simply burned itself after taking a
great number of human lives. Before man could have done much to lessen the ef-
fect of such an outbreak, he would have had to find the influenza virus so that vac-
cine could be developed. It would also help to have an international reporting sys-
tem so that countries threatened with the disease could prepare to defend them-
selves.



