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Palaces of Moderate Size and
Gardens of Restrained Joviality:
A Glimpse of Ancient Chinese
Architectural Philosophies
Wang Guixiang
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BHE BRERED K, EENEER;TH, B
MER. LR E SZREAEBITE, B
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MERMEEEFENERAY, b AR T
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EESEE.ERREN, RRNELXH—
MEAE,
XEH: 5 B AR BB
Abstract: One of the important philosophies
of ancient Chinese architecture is that “a
palace should be built in moderate size and
scale, whilst a garden should be planed and
built with restrained joviality”, meaning that
buildings should not be built too large in size
or too luxurious in decoration. A building
should be built based on its owner’s social
status, including upper-level buildings. The
same rationales can be found in garden ar-
rangements. Gardens should make people
delightful in an appropriate way, meaning that
gardens should not exceed bounds of regu-
lation, as expressed in the Book of Changes

that man’ s joy comes along with temper-

ance. In other words, man could enjoy himself
only if the enjoyment is under proper control.
The aforementioned statement that “a palace
should be built in moderate size and scale,
whilst a garden should be planed and built with
restrained joviality” reflects the very idea to con-
trol one’s joy.

Keywords: palace buildings, moderate, li and

yue, gardens, temperance
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The
Presence of Folk Beliefs and the

Longtian and Shengmu:

Relationship between Urban and
Rural Areas in Jin River Basin
Shen Yang, Zhou Xiaodi, Gao Ting

RE: BEAREMMCTEMAGREL &
EMEREATHER HREFMEENR
ENFR. AXBINBERKAENFTKXE
M—REXEXHNER FHEVNESZH K
RANGMED, B A ESIMNANERRS
RUEBX,YHEMUFEARAAXTER "EFH
FHURRUE—HNEBEREAETSHNIARER
X, M PABFRXREEREGEMERERUX
RERAXBRERAB/D PO HATARR
BFRPAARERIEHDPBFER T XMHE
MpLEFTNEHER,

KER: TARE . REEM.HEXER
Abstract: Taiyuan City during Ming and Qing
dynasties sat on the site of Jinyang City, with
the famous Jinci Temple in its territory, and
folk beliefs represented relatively stable
characteristics. By investigating two folk be-
liefs in Jin River basin— Longtian and
Shengmu, this paper restores the construc-
tion of folk belief system and its influence on
the relationship between urban and rural ar-
eas. Describing worshipping activities
around the temple, it reveals the intrinsic link
and symbolic significance of the event of
Meeting Goddess, correcting previous mis
understandings of the ceremony of the trip of
Shengmu as merely maternal worship. It also
argues that the pattern of belief system in

Taiyuan during Ming and Qing dynasties was

shaped by both Longtian Temple and Jinci
Temple as central sites, and explicates the in-
teractive relationship between Taiyuan as a cul-
tural center on the county level and subsidiary
places during Ming and Qing dynasties.

Keywords: Jin River Basin, folk belief, relation-

ship between urban ard rural areas
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