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Abstract

Agricultural competitiveness is a comprehensive relative dynamic concept reflecting
a country or region’s survival and developmental level, is an important issue concerning
China’s agricultural modernization and sustainable development . In recent years, along
with the impacts of the economical globaliza‘tion tide and great importance to “the three
issues of agriculture, farmer and rural area” attached by the Chinese government,
agricultural competitiveness becomes a new hot research topic for academic circles, the
governments at all levels and agriculture enterprise operators. With the agricultural
resources and agricultural production facing globalized competition and challenges,
improving the agricultural competitiveness is the key. The inevitable strategic choice of
China’s agricultural development is the correct analysis and evaluation of China’s
agricultural competitiveness, making the most of its comparative advantage, improving
the actual and potential competitiveness.

Since the late 1990s, some domestic scholars have been dedicated to the provincial
agricultural competitiveness research, and have achieved some results, these studies
provided very detailed data and quantitative conclusions with great document value.
However, their researches either regarded the agricultural products competitiveness as
agricultural competitiveness, or focused only on actual agricultural productivity ignoring
the future or potential competitiveness or comparative advantage.

Therefore, based on related research achievements of the domestic and foreign
scholars, this report scientifically define the basic concepts and connotations of the provincial
agricultural competitiveness, establish a three-level provincial agricultural competitiveness
index system and a provincial agricultural competitiveness evaluation mathematical model,
and analyzes its characteristics , trend and cause. Based on the comparative analysis and
evaluation of the 31 provincial agricultural competitiveness except Hong Kong, Macao and
Taiwan from 2004 to 2006, this paper reveals the different types and developing levels of
provincial agricultural competitive characteristics and their relative differences, verifies the
competitive advantages and weaknesses of each provincial agricultural competitiveness,
expounds the overall variation rules and trends, put forward some suggestions on upgrading

the provincial agricultural competitiveness according to their trends and existing problems.
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