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FOREWORD

In the almost eight years that have elapsed since the Copyright Act of 1976
became effective on January 1, 1978, a large number of major federal court
decisions have been handed down construing the new Act, which eliminated
the former dual system of state and federal copyright protection and pre-
empted any common-law protection. This requires a completely new approach
to this important area of the law.

The rewritten Copyright article in this volume contains a detailed analysis,
based on the new Act and cases construing it, of the procedure for obtaining
copyrights and of the practical aspects of instituting and defending infringe-
ment actions (including the advisability of using expert witnesses). Special
attention is paid to (1) the courts’ treatment of the “fair use” doctrine; (2) the
copyrightability of computer programs; and (3) the effect of cable television
and satellite dishes. Also discussed in detail are the Semiconductor Chip
Protection Act of 1984, and criminal offenses such as piracy of audio and
video tapes.

This volume also contains the first part of a completely revised article on
Corporations, reflecting changes in the law in the 20 years since Volume 18
was first published. This article will be continued in Volumes 18A, 18B and
19. A more detailed analysis of its contents will be found in the Foreword to
Volume 18A.

The other articles formerly appearing in Volume 18 have also been updated
and rewritten. They include the articles on Contribution (which incorporates
cases construing the Uniform Contribution Among Tortfeasors Act); Conver-
sion; Cooperative Associations (including sections on the availability of finan-
cial assistance from the National Consumers Cooperative Bank and the Banks
for Cooperatives, and on the tax treatment of patronage dividends); Coram
Nobis (including a discussion of the Uniform Post-Conviction Procedure Act);
and Coroners or Medical Examiners.

Research References at the beginning of each article and at the beginning
of divisions within each article provide you with easy access to statutes,
Uniform Laws, and units of the Total Client-Service Library.

Practice-oriented materials are inserted at appropriate places throughout the
various articles to enhance their usefulness. Note such headings as:

MU Practice guide

Ml Form drafting guide
I Checklist

I Recommendation
Il Caution

I Comment
THE PUBLISHERS

vil
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