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PREFACE

Microorganisms have been useful not only in synthesizing compounds which often dazzled
the organic chemist by their complexity, but also by transforming preexisting or chemically
synthesized compounds. These transformations were often of a type not easily performed
by chemical methods. The enzymes of microorganisms have been able to reach molecular
nooks and crannies and have been of tremendous assistance in the synthesis of novel organic
compounds.

Microbial transformations occupied about 450 pages of Volume IV of the first edition of
the HANDBOOK OF MICROBIOLOGY. Revisions and additions have enlarged the text to
the point that the subject deserves a volume of its own. .

We join the staff of CRC Press in extending our thanks to our authors, especially Dr.
Claude Vézina and his collaborators, for contributing to this volume. We are all also greatly
indebted to the members of our Advisory Board for their helpful guidance.
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Hubert A. Lechevalier, Professor of Microbiology and Associate Director at the Waks-
man Institute of Microbiology of Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J., received a
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