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Before You Start ]

While you are preparing fm: this unit, consider what you know about the following
questions;

1. How much do you know about the Pan-gu and Nuwa legends?

2. What do you know about the Four Supernatural Be-asts in ancient China?

3. What are the specific features of Chinese Mythology?

Section A Reading and Writing

Pan-gu Creating the World

All human societies tell stories of how the world began. Such stories are almost
infinitely varied in detail, but they tend to include some basic themes. Many accounts begin
with earth, or with earth retrieved (B{3¢) from water. In some of them gods and people
and animals emerge from the earth (just as plants still do). @ In others the process begins
when a creature, such as a crab or tortoise, dives into a primeval ocean and brings up a
small piece of earth from which the universe is created. The mythology in China begins
with the splitting of a cosmic (FEH ) egg into half and Pan-gu is the creator of the

universe,
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In the beginning, the heavens and earth were still one and
all was chaos (J&{#i). The universe was like a big black egg,
carrying Pan-gu inside itself. The chaos raged on and on — both
yin and yang were mixed together. All the opposites were
writhing (#%%) together, male and female, cold and hot, wet
and dry, dark and light. After 18 thousand years, Pan-gu woke
from a long sleep. He felt suffocated and began to kick and
knock around until he broke the shell and stuck out his head and

upper body. He looked around and still saw nothing but

darkness. So he took up a broad ax and wielded () it with all
his might to crack open the egg. The light, clear part of it
floated up and formed the heavens, while the cold, turbid(Jg& it

Pan-gu creating the World

B) matter stayed below to form earth. Pan-gu stood in the middle, his head touching the
sky, his feet planted on the earth. @ Fearing that the sky and the earth would come
together and form the chaotic darkness again, Pan-gu decided to stay between the sky and
the earth until the world became permanently separate.

The heavens and the earth then began to grow at a rate of ten feet per day, and Pan-gu
grew along with them. @ After another 18 thousand years, the sky was higher, the earth
thicker, and Pan-gu stood between them like a pillar 9 million /i in height so that they
would never join again. Time rolling by, Pan-gu had grown old and tired and was too
exhausted to stand and grow anymore. At last, he wanted to lie down and sleep. Then one
day he suddenly dropped to the ground and fell into a sleep from which he never woke. As
he died, the parts of his body became the elements of nature. His breath became the wind
and clouds, his voice the rolling thunder. One eye became the sun and the other the moon.
His body and limbs turned to five big mountains and his blood formed the roaring water.
His veins became far-stretching roads and his muscles fertile lands. The innumerable stars
in the sky came from his hair and beard, and flowers and trees from his skin and the fine
hairs on his body. His marrow (‘&%) turned to jades and pearls. His sweat flowed like the
good rain and sweet dew that nurtured all things on earth. His tears flowed to make rivers
and the radiance of his eyes turned into thunder and lightning. One version of the legend
has it that the fleas and lice(&F) on his body became the ancestors of mankind.

The Pan-gu story has become firmly fixed in Chinese tradition. @ There is even an
idiom relating to it; “Since Pan-gu created earth and the heavens,” meaning “for a very
long time. ” (576 words)

(Based on http://www. historyworld. net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories. asp? ParagraphID=
bjt)
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Words and Expressions for Pan-gu Creating the World
BEHFXEMBXRFRCMRETR

cosmié adj. FEW

the creator of the universe S s

the heavens and earth were still one and all was chaos Rl —, % Wk

TR TR R T N R  at /i AR AR
suffocate v THRTL FARR
wield o BARES
turbid adj. Bk

i e s ik ot planied o the arth WA

a pillar 9 million Z in height REFTEHE

the rolling thunder : Y
roaring adj. B REH ERER
innumerable  adj. RMH ETAE
marrow n. A

radiance Cee : ' n. KaE B K EREL

flea n %%

lice - i n, &AF

Difficult Sentences

(D In others the process begins when a creature, such as a crab or tortoise, dives into a primeval
ocean and brings up a small piece of earth from which the universe is created.

A 26 Tt 55 A R P A U0 R R 9 U R R 2 S Bl W W A TR R W T — B
T, HANIEITEE T .

@ Fearing that the sky and the earth would come together and form the chaotic darkness
again, Pan-gu decided to stay between the sky and the earth until the world became
permanently separate.

HTFHLORBEHR A — TYHABEER, BHREE L T RZE EB K KA
43 7F .

® After another 18 thousand years, the sky was higher, the earth thicker, and Pan-gu
stood between them like a pillar 9 million /i in height so that they would never join
again.

Xad T—TNTFAE, RES R, KOk B, iz 7 FRMZ EFEm—R_AUE R
BRI R A DI K K AR AR 42
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..........................................................................................................................................

@ There is even an idiom relating to it; “Since Pan-gu created earth and the heavens,”

meaning “for a very long time. ”

BB AR, B /R LR, A “RAMRALIET”.

Nuwa( %38 )and the Creation of Humans

A. For many years the world was a very beautiful place but also lonely; there were no
people. The half-dragon goddess Nuwa was born after Pan-gu died, from part of the
mixture of yin and yang that he had separated.

B. She decided to create humans to have some other beings to
talk to and share ideas with, but mostly just to love. Nuwa
went down to the edge of the Yellow River where there were
vast, soft mud banks. She began forming figures out of
clay. She decided that it would be much more practical for
her creations to have legs instead of a dragon tail, thus her
humans were not made in her image.

C. D No sooner had she set the first little mud man on the

ground than he started to jump, and dance and sing. He

began to speak. “Look at me!” Nuwa was delighted and

Nuwa creating human

began making more and more humans. She made hundreds beiugs
and hundreds of mud humans, but soon realized that it
would take centuries for her to make enough people to fill the vast earth completely.
Nuwa grabbed hold of a muddy stick and flung drops of mud across the land. As the
sun dried each drop, it became a new man or woman.

D. Some say that these humans were the less intelligent ones. Those formed by Nuwa’s
own hands became great leaders. She told them to go and populate the earth. As they
grew, she loved them and protected them, and was revered as the mother of all humans.

E. Nuwa was not just the creator of humans, but the great protector of people. @ In
ancient times, the four corners of the sky collapsed and the world with its nine regions
split open. The sky could not cover all the things under it, nor could the Earth carry all
the things on it. A great fire raged and would not die out; a fierce flood raced about and
could not be checked. Savage beasts devoured innocent people; vicious birds preyed on
the weak and old.

F. Then Nuwa melted rocks of five colors and used them to mend the cracks in the sky.
She supported the four corners of the sky with the legs she had cut off from a giant
turtle. She killed the black dragon to save the people and blocked the flood with the

ashes of reeds.
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G. Thus the sky was mended, its four corners lifted, the flood tamed, the world pacified,

and harmful birds and beasts killed, and the innocent people were able to live on the

square Earth under the dome of the sky. It was a time when birds, beasts, insects and

snakes no longer used their claws or teeth or poisonous stings, for they did not want to

catch or eat weaker things.

Nuwa’s deeds benefited the heavens above and the Earth
below. Her name was remembered by later generations
and her light shone on every creation. @ Now she was
traveling on a thunder-chariot drawn by a two-winged
dragon and two green hornless dragons, with auspicious
objects in her hands and a special mattress.underneath,
surrounded by golden clouds, a white dragon leading the
way and a flying snake following behind. @Floating freely
over the clouds, she took ghosts and gods to the ninth
heaven and had an audience with the Heavenly Emperor at
Ling Men, where she rested in peace and dignity under the
emperor. (3She never boasted of her achievements, nor did she
try to win any renown; she wanted to conceal her virtues, in

line with the ways of the universe. (608 words)

Nuwa repairing the

cracked heaven

(Based on http://www. geocities. ws/imortakarma/stories. htm)

Words and Expressions for the Legend of Nuwa

TREUEXFRCAREAR

half-dragon goddess

be revered as the mother of all humans

o

devour

IS T TS
*

L

v, B3R LM
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innocent people L0
vicious birds )

oy o e,
melted rocks of five colors LB B

legs from a giant turtle

black dragon

‘ the flooc ’-‘[Wiéﬁﬁiiha; ashes of reeds
tame vt B3k AR
pacify 3 , o REREEAR

live on the square Earth HFH

chariot ; 5 ‘ ®E
green hornless dragons # ol
a white dragon : ek - ﬁ%
the ninth heaven LR

Difficult Sentences

(@D No sooner had she set the first little mud man on the ground than he started to jump,
and dance and sing.
BNV — B E T, A i OB Bk .

@ In ancient times, the four corners of the sky collapsed and the world with its nine
regions split open.
2z, R, UM,

® Now she was traveling on a thunder-chariot drawn by a two-winged dragon and two
green hornless dragons, with auspicious objects in her hands and a special mattress
underneath, surrounded by golden clouds, a white dragon leading the way and a flying
snake following behind,
LR EE RGN, BHEI B, F PR, ER%, AW, EHE.
(ZAWEER: WRLEERFE, DR P, FILCE qw) BE L P35, it F 757 47 195
E B HAERNERE, LARANE 55, /E s Q9T E, 5 BieEAeRE.

@ Floating freely over the clouds, she took ghosts and gods to the ninth heaven and had
an audience with the Heavenly Emperor at Ling Men, where she rested in peace and

dignity under the emperor.

FURHE ERM . BELK.WHF TR EBATRKEZT.
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® She never boasted of her achievements, nor did she try to win any renown; she wanted

to conceal her virtues, in line with the ways of the universe.
TIRAEH  AHHA BEANZE, UNKBZ ER.
GZRAMERRE: TWMRAREZREA SIS, NRAKGEE B C KA, b bR

EHCHEANZE, LENKBARZIE.)

E xercises

Fask 1

false (F) or not given (NG).

Fask 2

Thinking and Judging

Directions: Read Text 1 and judge whether the following statements are true (T),

True if the statement agrees with the information mentioned in the passage

False if the statement contradicts the information mentioned in the passage

Not Given if there is no information on this in the passage

( ) (1) Before the creation of the universe, everything was in chaos and there

were no heavens and earth as well as yin and yang.

( ) (2) It might have taken over 18 thousand years before Pan-gu came out from

the black egg where he slept.

( ) (3) Pan-gu came out of the egg shell naked and howling.

( ) (4) Pan-gu decided to stay between the sky and the earth for the reason that

he could grow larger and more powerful.

( ) (5) After 36 years’ living, Pan-gu died due to the age and exhaustion.

Reading and Matching

Directions: Read Text 1 again about the creation of elements of nature, and match

the following items.

Organs of Pan-gu

Creations

@ mm|moDorEp

. Breath

Two Eyes

Radiance of his eyes
His hair and beard
His veins

His marrow

. His body and limbs

i. Rolling thunder

ii. The sun and the moon
iii. Jade and pearls

iv. Rain and dew

v. Flowers and trees

vi. Rivers

vii. Human beings
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K. His blood

L. His voice

N. His sweat

M. His skin and the fine hairs xiii. Thunder and lighting

gx
Organs of Pan-gu Creations
H. Fleas and lice on his body viii, Water
I. His tears ix. Roads
J. His muscles x. Lands

xi. Five big mountains

xii, The stars

xiv. Wind and clouds

Answers:

task 2 Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read Text 2 and answer the following questions by selecting one correct

answer from A, B, C, or D for each question.

(1) Nuwa created human beings for the reason that

A.
C.

she was goddess. B. she was Pan-gu’s daughter.

she felt lonely. D. she was lovable.

(2) Which of the following about Nuwa’s creating human beings is NOT true?

A,
B.
C.
D.

She made man out of yellow clays.
She made more practical legs for humans.
She formed man not in her own image.

She created human beings all by her own hands.

(3) Which of the following has the same meaning as the underlined word “checked” in

Paragraph E?

A.
B.
C.

D.

David Smith was about to have his state of health checked by his private surgeon.
Effective measures should be taken to check the spread of bird flu.

All the luggage should be checked before entering the highly secured municipal
tower.

All the figures are checked carefully before they are handed in.

(4) Nuwa fixed the collapsed sky through the following measures except

A.
B.
C.
D.

cutting the legs off from a giant turtle.
melting rocks of five colors.
killing the black dragon and blocking the flood.

supporting the four corners of the sky.

(5) Which of the following cannot be inferred from the last paragraph?

A.
B.

Nuwa was the wife of the Heavenly Emperor.

Nuwa was a goddess, a symbol of good omen.
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C. Nuwa was a selfless goddess.

D. Nuwa’s deeds greatly benefited later generations.

Task 4  Researching and Writing

Issue Topic: As we know, the love story of “The Cowherd and the Girl Weaver” is popular
with Chinese people, who celebrate it on the seventh day in the seventh month in Chinese lunar
calendar unofficially as Chinese Valentine’s.Day or Double Seventh. Some Chinese scholars try to
advise the official government to name it as a national Valentine’ s day in order to protect
traditional Chinese culture. Some refute that as globalization goes faster, China should follow the
tradition of western Valentine’s celebration on February 14th.

Directions: Write a 200-word response in which you discuss the extent to which you
agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position
you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in
which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and ex plain how

these examples sup port your opinion.

FLA DA v 949,

e g
a
’Cchvvlvﬂ"
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Section B Listening and Speaking

Situational Dialogue: The Four Supematural Beasts in Ancient China

Listen to a conversation between a student and a professor discussing Chinese Astrology.

(P: Peter Cooper, a foreign student studying in Peking University; W . Professor
Wang studying Chinese Astrology in Peking University. )

P. Well, Professor Wang. You just mentioned the four supernatural beasts. They are
Green Loong (or Azure Dragon), White Tiger, Zhuque (or the Vermilion Bird) and
Xuanwu (or the Black Tortoise) , and they have boundless supernatural powers in legend in

China’s ancient times. What makes them special?
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W: (DInterestingly, these four mythological
creatures are believed to be the Four Symbols
in the Chinese constellations. Each of them
represents a direction and a season, and each
has its own individual characteristics and origins.

P: That’s amazing. Could you tell me in
details about each creature?

W Sure. Loong, the most inviolable beast,

is the emperor’s symbol and the representative in

Four Supernatural Beasts

the East. There are many legends about Loong in
China. By the way, the correct translation should be “Loong” rather than “dragon”.

P: Shouldn’t Chinese Loong and dragon be the same?

W: No. Absolutely not. In fact, Chinese Loong is totally different from Western
dragon. Chinese Loong is a combination of several auspicious animals and it can fly without
wings. In contrast, a western dragon looking like a winged dinosaur can fly with its wings
and spring fire from its mouth. Besides, people believe Chinese Loong is a positive
imaginary creature bringing harvest. But in the west, a dragon is thought to be a negative
imaginary image, a violent evil and the embodiment of Satan. In China, people also regard
those who are wise and brave as the sons of Chinese Loong, and government officials wear
clothes embroidered with Chinese Loong. However, a western dragon can be referred to a
person who is violent, combative or very strict.

P. I see. What about White Tiger? As far as I understand, White Tiger and L.oong are
a pair of best partners. Tiger is regarded as the king of all animals in China.

W. Exactly! During the Han Dynasty, people believed the tiger to be the king of all
beasts. Since then, the tiger has been regarded as the King of the beasts for it has a strong
appearance and can counteract evil force.” @In the ancient times of China, White Tiger had
the supernatural power that dispel evil spirits and calamity, and prayed for the bumper
harvest, getting wealth, getting love etc,

P: But why is the tiger called White Tiger instead of Green Tiger?

W: According to Chinese legends, the tiger’s tail would turn into white when it
reached the age of 500 years. Thus the white tiger became a kind of mythological creature.
It was also said that the white tiger would only appear when the emperor ruled with
absolute virtue, or if there was peace throughout the world. Because the color white of the
Chinese five elements also represents the west, the white tiger thus becomes a
mythological guardian of the west.

P. That’s interesting. Now let’s talk about Zhuque. Is its direction south or north?

W: Zhuque represents south. It is also known as the Phoenix. The body of Zhuque is
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