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Abstract

The original intent of “Totem” is “Relative”, “Race”, “Clan”
or “His blood family” and so on. According to different
methodology, various school representatives in the world studied on
the totem phenomena. However, due to different materials,
different angles of the inspection and research methods, therefore
they have reached very inconsistent views and conclusions. It can be
said, the totem research originally carried out by the scholars is too
one-sided, focused only on one way or part of totem phenomenon,
but did not reveal the historical process of the production,
development, evolution and its real meaning on the totem
phenomenon, and made people still confused and vague impressions
and puzzled case on the whole picture of totem phenomenon.
Therefore, scholars so far have not made the most convincing totem
theory. According to the totem of ethnic groups in southwest China
as the materials, the paper try to apply a new theory and method to
interpret the totem culture.

Firstly, to select new materials, the paper collects and filters
materials of archaeological finds, national field materials and
historical records of literature which contains totem evidence using
“Triple Evidence Act”, with particular attention to introducing

archaeological artifacts materials which cited lessly by senior



| 2 | +EEssBERERERHS |

scholars, focusing on the excavation of the totem information
contained in the ancient literature, with particular reference to the
totem research information of the Republic of China with academia
less impressive recommendation, and deepening into the field to
obtain the physical evidence on the totem of the ethnic groups in
southwest China.

Secondly,on the innovation of theoretical studies, according to
the actual facts of the totemism of southwest China and the ethnic
groups in southwest China, starting from the objective reality of the
primitive society and the actual survivor of the primitive humans,
the paper refers and learns from the related theoretical results of the
domestic and foreign scholars, particularly drawing on the theories
and perspectives on the original thinking of Levi-Bruhl who is a
famous French ethnologist, puts forward and explains the
innovative concept-“The theory is that everything is powerful”,
emphasizes and demonstrates the key point: Totem is the power of
everything in essence. The humans of primitive society fancy that
itself can achieve the nature of total, symbiotic and mysterious
mutual infiltration, the same of the clan totem species. As an
important collective representation of clan society, totemism in fact
is the faith and worship for the power of all things existence,is the
form of practice or the actual behavior of the primitive humans who
gain strength from all things in order to enhance their own
surviving ability.

Thirdly, on the innovation of research methods, the paper lays
stress on the combination of Chinese traditional research methods
which are laid on evidence, information and the fine Western

research methods which emphasize the theoretical analysis, sums up
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the gains and losses of the research methods on the totem of
domestic and foreign scholars, learns from the research methods
relating history, sociology, and anthropology or ethnology and so
on, conducts comprehensive innovation on the basis, proposes and
utilizes the new research methods on totem —*The method of
process meaning analysis”, which is a method of scientific analysis
taking into account the surface dynamic processes and the
significance of the deep static of cultural phenomenon.

The paper makes use of an innovative research method —“The
method of process meaning analysis” throughout, describes the
process of development of the totem art, totem systems and totem
ceremony of the ethnic groups in southwest China, at the same
time, makes a thorough inquiry to its inherent original features
with real meaning, and mutual relations with other cultural
phenomena. The full text is divided into four chapters from the sub-
chapter:

The first chapter introduces the overview of totem research of
domestic and foreign academia, particularly highlights the totem
research of the scholars of the Republic of China.

In the second chapter, the totem art of the ethnic groups in
southwest China is a seminar center, it introduces the totem
sculptures, totem pictures, totem decoration, totem dances, totem
music and totem myths of the ethnic groups in southwest China,
describes the general picture of the totem art of the ethnic groups in
southwest China, shows the generation, development and the decay
process of the totem art of the ethnic groups in southwest China
from the Paleolithic, finally resolves the real significance of its

implication.
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In the third chapter, the totem systems of the ethnic groups in
southwest China is a seminar center, it introduces the totem names,
totem signs, totem taboos and the exogamous system of totem,
describes the overview of totem systems of the ethnic groups in
southwest China, shows the history which the development of the
totem systems of the ethnic groups in southwest China has evolved
from primitive society, finally analyzes the real significance of its
implication.

In the fourth chapter, the totem ceremony of the ethnic groups
in southwest China is a seminar center, it introduces the totem
adulthood ceremony, totem propagation ceremony, totem ancestor
worship ceremony, totem divination activities, as well as the totem
sacrifices, totem sacred objects and totem shrines of the ethnic
groups in southwest China, summarizes the historical facts of totem
ceremony of the ethnic groups in southwest China, shows the
development, change and residual forms of the totem ceremony of
the ethnic groups in southwest China from time immemorial to the
present, finally makes a thorough inquiry to the real significance of
its implication.

The conclusion is the theoretical reflection of the core issue on
totemism, it points out that; “Everything is powerful” is the
essence of totemism, “Original thinking” is the logic of totemism,

“Mutual infiltration of survival” is the purpose of totemism.

Key Words: the ethnic groups in southwest China; totem; the
theory is that everything is powerful; original thinking; mutual
infiltration; the method of process meaning analysis; totemism;

totem art; totem systems; totem ceremony
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