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FANTASTIC JIUZHAIGOU VALLEY

Tourists speak highly of the waterscape
of Jiuzhaigou Valley, saying: " Once you've
been to Mt Huangshan, you'll find it that
topps any other mountains; and likewise,
once you've been to Jiuzhaigou you will find
that it topps any other places of water scenery.
" In 1992, Dr Jim Thorsell of IUCN wrote, "
One of the world's great natural wonders is
found here. IUCN will do its best to assist
you in strengthening management to assure
Jiuzhaigou is here for future generations to
enjoy it as we have these past few days." PHC
(Bing) Lucas, Chairman IUCN asserted,
"Jiuzhaigou is a beautiful area of a thousand
surfaces. Seeing it and enjoying it has been
one of the great privileges of my life."

Man is creator of material civilization and
also its biggest consumer and destroyer. The
earth is having a fever and man calls for
green. In order to evade noise and pollution,
human beings are searching for green. They
must watch the impact of natural environment
and human activities and find out the rules
coordinating the balance between living
things and environment, between man and
nature, among living things themselves, and
the rules governing the sustained develop-
ment if they want to maintain the ecological
balance of natural world while increasing
their productivity. People seek for their right
to live healthily and fruitfully, and persist in
integration with nature. The primitive idea
of respecting, loving and returning to nature
is an inexorable trend in the development of
history. Jiuzhaigou's scenery is unique. It is
known that China is unique to the world and
so is Jiuzhaigou to China.

There are nine villages in the valley, hence
the name Jiuzhaigou (Nine-village Valley).
The valley lies in Jiuzhaigou County at long.
103*46' - 104*4'E. by lat.32*54'- 33*]9N.
northeast of Aba Tibetan and Qiangzu Au-
tonomous Prefecture of Sichuan Province
some 440 km away from Chengdu, the pro-
vincial capital of Sichuan. The scenic area is
about 50.5 km long, covering an area of 6.5
hectares. The highest point is 4764 m whereas
the lowest is 2000m above the sea. The aver-
age temperature of the hottest month is 17.
8°C and that of the coldest month is only -3.
7°C. With this peculiar geographical condi-
14

tion and convenient transportation facilities,
Jiuzhaigou is suitable for people of all ages
to go sightseeing.

As early as 1975, a nature reserve of gi-
ant panda and other rare animals and forest

ecological system was set up in Jiuzhaigou

with the approval of the State Council. In
1982, it became one of the first key national
parks. In 1992, Jiuzhaigou was inscribed in
the " World Natural Heritage'. And in 1997,
it was included in the world's protection net
of "Man and Biosphere". The landscape of
Jiuzhaigou is characterized by the landform
of carbonate barrier lakes in deep plateau
valleys. It is one of the world's key scenic
areas where natural landscapes of forests,

lakes, waterfalls, snow-capped mountains

merge with Tibetan-cultured villages, plank
bridges, mills, scripture streamers and
temples in perfect harmony.

Main characteristics and classification of
the configuration: Jiuzhaigou lies in the tran-
sition zone where the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
slopes down to Sichuan Basin. Because of
the interlocking and combining of various

actions of landform evolution and the calcar-

eous tufa deposition of modern karst action,

Jiuzhaigou has multiple kinds of landscapes
of complicated construct types and various
compositions. Above the elevation of
40000m, you can find landform weathered
by the cold of modern ice and snow, above
the timberline at 3800 meters, the icy land-
form of alpine shrubs and grass , above 2900
m, the remains of glaciers in the Quarternary
period, damaged landform, valley , karst dry
valley, Karst calcareous tufa and what not.

Types of soil: mountain drab soil, lime



