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Christmas
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Karen: Merry Christmas! | see you have your Christmas decorations up already.
What a beautiful Christmas tree. It looks great!

Lance: Thanks! Maybe it's a little early for decorations, but | love the Christmas
spirit, | like to get in a Christmas mood. December is my favorite month.

Karen: So that's why you've got the Christmas carols cranked up. | love
Christmas too. Some may think | am a scrooge because | don't go overboard with
things ... but it's the commercialism that turns me off. Too much shopping!

Lance: Well, you're right that Christmas has been commercialized. But most of
the Christmas fraditions we celebrate remind us of the reason for the season, which
is fo commemorate the birth of Jesus Christ.

Karen: Well, obviously, the Nativities you see up around everywhere are
reminding us of the story of Jesus' birth, being born in a stable and put in a manger.
But what about all the hubbub? The lights and decorations, the candy and gifts...

Lance: These represent aspects of Christianity as well. For example, Christmas
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candles and Christmas lights remind us of the light of the world, which is Jesus
Christ. The candy canes we give to children and hang on our Christmas frees
represent the canes used by the shepherds who came to visit the baby Jesus.
Christmas trees, which are always evergreen trees, remind us of the everlasting life
we can receive through Jesus. And the star on top of the tree represents the star of
Bethlehem, which appeared in the sky to announce the birth of a Savior. Even the
colors of red and green, which represent the blood of Christ and everlasting life...

Karen: ..like the evergreen tree. OK, | get your point. But what about Santa
Claus and all the gift-giving?

Lance: Santa Claus is based on a real person. You might hear him called Saint
Nick, Kris Kringle, Father Christmas or Papa Noel. A Christian Bishop, Saint Nicolas,
took care of poor children by throwing coins down chimneys. The coins would land
in the children’s socks, which had been hung on the hearth to dry. So now we have
the tradition of Santa coming down the chimney and filling stockings with presents.
Gift-giving represents the gifts of the wise men, or Magi, who visited the baby Jesus.
It also represents the gift of eternal life that Jesus offers to the world.
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SCrooge

Christmas carol

crank up

turn sb. off

remind sb. of sth.
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Xiaomei: Three dozen eggs? What do you need so many eggs for? Are you
making omelets for an army?

Hattie: Did you forget Easter is this Sunday? | bought so many eggs because |
want to dye Easter eggs!

Xiaomei: Easter already? But it's only March... | thought Easter was in April.

Hattie: Easter is a movable holiday. It's not on a fixed date according to our
calendar. Easter is always the first Sunday after the full moon following the March
equinox. That means that Easter could fall any time between March 22nd and April
25th. This year it's a bit earlier. Good thing | remembered and bought the eggs!

Xiaomei: You know, we don't really celebrate Easter in China where I'm from...
From all the decorations | see, | guess it's mostly about bunnies?

Hattie: Ha! You're hilarious. You see a lot of bunnies in Easter decorations, it's
frue. And we also decorate and hide eggs and candy for the children. Kids take
their Easter baskets and rush to find the hidden candy and eggs. We tell them the
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