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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE TOEIC
Al FiiE 5%

WhHar Is TOEIC?

TOEIC (Test of English for International
Communication) is an international standard-
ized test designed to measure a person’s
ability to understand English as it is used in
international business and other professional
situations. The TOEIC evaluates two main
areas: A person’s ability to understand English
in real-life situations and a person’s ability to
read materials in English, such as advertise-
ments, correspondence, articles, reports, and
forms.

WhHo Propuces THE TOEIC?

The TOEIC was developed by Educational
Testing Service (ETS) of Princeton, New
Jersey, in the United States. ETS is a private,
not-for-profit corporation that is known for
the various academic standardized tests it
produces, such as the TOEFL (Test of English
as a Foreign Language), GMAT (Graduate
Management Admission Test), and GRE
(Graduate Record Examinations).

WHeN Was TOEIC INTRoDUCED?

The TOEIC was first administered in Japan in
1979. In 1982, it became available in Korea.
The TOEIC is now administered in more than
forty countries around the world. At present,
more than 2 million candidates take the
TOEIC each year.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE TOEIC
Al Fla5E

WHAT Is THE FORMAT OF THE
TOEIC?

The TOEIC consists of 200 multiple-choice
questions. It is divided into two sections:
Listening and Reading. Each section contains
100 questions. The entire test takes 2 hours.
The listening section consists of four types of
questions. The listening section of the test is
administered by audiocassette. The reading
section consists of three types of questions.

TOEIC TEST FORMAT

Section I: Listening

Part 1: Photographs 20 Questions
Part 2: Question-Response 30 Questions
Part 3: Short Conversations 30 Questions
Part 4: Short Talks 20 Questions

100 Questions

Section II: Reading

Part 5: Incomplete Sentences 40 Questions
Part 6: Error Recognition 20 Questions
Part 7: Reading 40 Questions

100 Questions
Total: 200 Questions
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RED ALERT

How Is TOEIC DirrereNT FROM
TOEFL?

Both tests are produced by ETS and assess a
person’s ability to understand English.
However, the purpose and content of each
test is different. The TOEFL is designed to
determine how well a candidate can use
English in a college or university in the
United States. Its content is taken from
lectures and texts from an academic environ-
ment. On the other hand, the TOEIC is
designed to test on-the-job use of English in
different job settings. Its content comes from
the needs of people working, traveling,
manufacturing, and distributing products.

WhHo Uses TOEIC?

Government agencies, corporations, and
international organizations use the TOEIC to
assess how well their current or prospective
employees understand English.

WhHo Takes TOEIC?

Employees of international companies and
organizations, such as managers, sales
representatives, and flight attendants, may be
asked to take the TOEIC in order to evaluate
their English language skills for language-
specific responsibilities, determine placement
in language training programs, or qualify for
promotion. The TOEIC is also used by
governments, international companies, and
organizations for hiring new employees. Many
individuals take the TOEIC on their own for
their own individual assessment or to make it
part of their resumes.

How Is TOEIC Scorep?

TOEIC examinees receive three scores: a
score for Listening (5 to 495), a score for
Reading (5 to 495), and a total score. The
TOEIC score is on a scale of 10 to 990, based
on the number of correct answers.
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RED ALERT

WHAT Do TOEIC Scores MeaN?

There is no passing score for the TOEIC; each
institution, through needs and experience,
sets its own passing score. However, the
figures below will give you a general guide to
interpreting TOEIC scores.

805-990  High Advanced
655-804  Advanced
555-654  High Intermediate
305-404  High Beginner
205-304  Beginner

10-204  Low Beginner

How Are TOEIC Scores

RePORTED?

Scores are reported by the TOEIC representa-
tive office. Examinees who register individually
to take the TOEIC receive their scores directly.
Individual scores are confidential and are not
released from the representative office to any
business or organization, except for the
sponsoring corporation without the written
permission of the examinee. If you think your
score is incorrect, you should contact the local
representative. The office will hand-score your
answer sheet and give you a second report. A
fee will be charged for rescoring.

WHeN AND WHERE CAN You Take
tHE TOEIC?

The dates, times, and locations of public test
administrations are set up by the local TOEIC
representatives. For test fees, dates, and
locations, contact the TOEIC office in your
country.

 ALERT
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RED ALERT

StrATEGIES FOR TAKING THE TOEIC

1. Develop a Study Routine

For good study habits, it is important to
develop a study routine. It is better to
study a little every day than to study for
long hours in one day. Pick the same time
of day. It is best to write out your study
schedule, that way you are more likely to
keep to it. Study every day at the same
time. If you miss your scheduled time,
make it up later that day.

2. Use as Much English as Possible

Speak English whenever the opportunity
arises, especially with native speakers.
Listen to the news in English. Watch
movies in English. Read newspapers and
magazines in English. Take English
language classes if you can.

3. Study the TOEIC Format and
Directions

Make sure you are absolutely familiar
with the format of the TOEIC. You must
be familiar with each of the seven parts
of the TOEIC. You cannot afford to have
any surprises on the day of the test. Do
one of the practice tests in this book.
Also, make sure you are familiar with the
directions for each part of the test.
Because of copyright, we cannot use the
directions word for word as they appear
on the offical test; however, the direc-
tions in this book are very similar to the
official version, so you will not have any
problems on the day of the test.

4. Time Yourself

Remember, the TOEIC is a timed test.
This means your score depends on being
able to complete the questions within
the time allowed. Look at the strategies
section for each part of the test in this
book. The time allowed for each
question has been indicated in these
sections (Part 1, Photographs: 6 seconds;
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RED ALERT

Part 3, Short Conversations: 12 seconds).
Try a practice test to see if you can
complete the Listening in 1 hour 15
minutes and the Reading in 1 hour 15
minutes. If you see you have spent more
time on a particular section(s), work
more on the corresponding exercises in
this book and try for a faster speed.

. Make Sure You Know How to Mark
Your Answer Sheet

The Practice Tests at the back of this
book have answer sheets. Mark your |,
answers on your answer sheets for
practice. Use a No. 2 black pencil. You
may use an eraser and a pencil sharp-
ener. Mark your answer by filling in the
oval space. Don’t use a check mark or a
cross on the letters. They will not count.

CORRECT @ B> © D
INCORRECT @ B> © D
INCORRECT @ X © D
INCORRECT A F © D

Fill in only one oval for each question. If
you fill in two ovals, your answers will
not be counted. Erase an answer
completely.

. If You Don’t Know—Guess

On the TOEIC, you don’t lose points for
incorrect answers. It is important,
therefore, to answer EVERY question
rather than leave a blank. If you don’t
know the answer, take a guess. You may
be lucky and score a point.

ON TtHE DAY OF THE TEST
1. Don’t Be Late

Leave yourself plenty of time to get to
the testing center. Do not rush on the
test day.

. Bring Everyihing You Need

The testing center will have No. 2
pencils and erasers. Bring a No. 2 pencil
with you just in case.

TOEIC Success n E n
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RED ALERT

3. Choose a Comfortable Place to Sit

It’s a good idea to sit near the audio CD
player to hear the CD well. However, if
your seat is at the back and you cannot
hear well, let the test administrator know
immediately. Sit where you feel comfort-
able. It is preferable to sit away from
doors or windows where you may hear
the noise outside.

. Have a Positive Attitude

Positive thinking can be very powerful.
Many people who compete use it. Have
a positive attitude when you take the
TOEIC. Before you go to sleep at night,
tell yourself, “I understand English and I
will get a high score on the TOEIC.” This
will help to convince your subconscious
mind that you can succeed.

. Relax

Test anxiety is a problem for most
candidates. For best results, learn to be
calm before, during, and after the test.

. Answer All Questions

If you don’t know the answer, take a
guess. Don’t leave any question unan-
swered.

. Fill in One Oval for Each Question

For each answer, one black-filled oval
will be counted. If there are two marks
for the same answer, it will not be
counted. When you erase a mark, make
sure you erase it completely.

. Match the Numbers

Be sure the numbers you have marked
on your answer sheet correspond to the
numbers in your test book.

. Answer Easy Questions First

In the Reading section, if you find a
question difficult to answer, move on to
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RED ALERT

the next one. When you get to the end AT, PR EDR A E MR - WRRIE AR
of the section, go back and do the H. H¥SER.

difficult questions. Always take an
educated guess if you do not know.

10. Leave a Minute at the End 10. B — 5k
It is always a good idea to have an extra REEZIREEE & ARELE £, i
minute at the end to go over your WoAMRE 2252 IS -

answer sheet and make sure you have
answered all the questions.

nEn E AI.E“T TOEIC Success
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