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The goal of a textbook author is the same as the goal of any teacher: passing on our love for our
field to a new generation of students, encouraging them to do innovative and creative new work, and
helping them to advance the state of human knowledge. For a textbook in the interdisciplinary area of
speech and language processing, there are the additional goals of enabling students from differing back-
grounds ( computer science, linguistics, electrical engineering) to acquire the knowledge and tools of
the new interdisciplinary field, and to develop an appreciation for the beauty and complexity and variety
of human language. We therefore feel extremely lucky that Professor Feng Zhiwei, aided by Dr. Sun
Le, undertook the arduous job of translating this book. Prof. Feng is the perfect scholar for the job of
translating such a book, because of his long experience in our field, his wide breadth of research inter-
ests throughout computational linguistics in general and Chinese computational linguistics specifically,
his remarkable familiarity with the state of our field across the world, from China to France, from Korea
to Germany, and of course his expertise on translation as a research area! We are also very excited that
this translation into Chinese is the first translation of our book out of English. Chinas long history of the
study of language is of course well known, and in this new century the young scientists of China are al-
ready playing a key role in the important scientific advances of our field. We look forward to even more
amazing contributions from China and hope that our small book, now with the help of Prof. Feng and
Dr. Sun, can provide a small aide in the great role that Chinese scientists are playing on the world sci-

entific stage !

Daniel Jurafsky and James H. Martin
Palo Alto, California, and Boulder, Colorado
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