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The Journey of a Lifetime,
A Story for All Time




Understanding the Film The Nativity Story
LS. CHBBRE /i)

AUV ES

(7R R 3€ A 92 ) A 2006 4 by #L A Ak - #5452 & % ( Catherine Hardwicke ) i
FH—FFHHYHA, B16 FHBZ L IZNT - T4 - RPN (K\eisha Castle-
Hughes) ik £ A, A AR FIRKIEAL A MM, HETHLAL S KB Lf
FERBRAHEREZRF, RPE2FHAGKFE. ¥ H T20064F 11 A278Fi
FRBATESR, THE—HELFRETLR Ao EH, & —% LBk
W, SHOFR AR VAR EEINTF %, BEFAPHBARARIHEKX
JE A Fedb & LRI A A Rkt 2 S m R LS, MANAR T FEFALHKL
AR BB ERME T ERAA MO ARG—@, HEGHZBELIEA
MERB| ISR ZPT A AR T RANA ARZEZF, FAFLEAZE—AFANY
LT,
NN e EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

& BEFORE THE CLASS

» Words and Expressions

1. Nazareth: Z#d, LAGEFIALE/ME, 2 FIAIRIE (Galilee), J& A& HITE
2. King Herod: #f£ ¥, #HainiHHMIKE £
3. census: A [3¥E#F
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4. Jerusalem: HEPEHHGZA, 7 THRMEILIX, BIRRE . FEHMPOH =
RSN R 23k

S. Bethlehem: {fAIfE, HESREEA:M, PEHPHGHGS/NIH, FEE#Z) 100 FEH

6. Judaea: JF4 Judea, JEK, by . A, B SGEiGaEHLL 65 R
e —4 . AAMEFHR OSSR TR s

7. Holy Spirit: #(FK Holy Ghost, % 2®, 534 (Father), & (Son) &
F2& —— ( Holy Trinity )

8. the Messiah: #RFEW, Hit¥

9. manger: hfl, frfH

10. the three Wise Men: tLFR the Magi, &7 =P+, AufE (X&) HIf
AEHFECH o A 750 U3 BEHRBRE K - =42 59409 (gold #4: , frankincense
FLA , myrrh $24)

» Pre-watching Questions

1. How does Mary feel when she is told that she is going to have the baby of the
Holy Spirit?

. What is the reaction of Joseph? What causes his change of attitude?

. What experiences do Joseph and Mary have on their way to Bethlehem?

. Who are the three wise men? Why do they travel all the distance to Bethlehem?

. What kind of king is Herod? What is he worried about?

. Why is the birth of'Jesus so significant according to the movie?

~N N B W

. Which part of the movie particularly impresses you? Try to give reasons and

examples to show the charm of that part.

» The following are names of characters that appear in the film. Take
note of them while watching and fill up the form according to the
appropriate details of the film.
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Name Gender Role Deeds Character

Mary

Joseph

Elizabeth

Zechariah

Herod \

Melchior

Balthasar

Gasper

Archangel Gabriel

» Topics for Presentation

1. Give a report of what you know about the Bible.
2. Tell another story from the Bible, for example, the Genesis, the Ark of Noah.
3. Describe a scene from the movie that impressed you most and explain why.

4. Introduce another movie about the Bible or based on the Bible.
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ﬂ IN CLASS

» Discuss the pre-watching questions

» Extended Questions

1. Do you understand after watching the film why the mother of Jesus, a mortal
woman, is regarded as a saint? What qualities does Mary possess? What about
Joseph?

2. There are two kinds of journey in parallel in the film, what are they? What do
you think is their symbolic meaning?

3. If considering your life as a journey, what is the goal of your journey? What is
the faith that will sustain you to keep on with the journey?

4. Love is another important theme in the film. What kind of love do you see in

the film? Elaborate.

» A Close Analysis of the Film

Episode 1: Prophet of the Coming of Jesus
Stand on the sacred mountain.

And behold, the Lord passed by...

and a great wind rent the mountains...

and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord.
But the Lord was not in the wind.

And after the wind, an earthquake!

But the Lord was not in the earthquake.

And after the earthquake, a fire!

But the Lord was not in the fire.

And after the fire?

A still, small voice.

LIy
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Episode 2

Mary: Elizabeth had a baby. Even in her old age.

Mother: Elizabeth has a husband! Women have been put to death for this. They
could stone you in the street. Do you understand? You should have stayed
with Elizabeth.

Mary: Father. Father, I have broken no vow.

Father: Oh, you have broken every vow, Mary. Was it one of Herod’s soldiers?

Was it?

Mary: I have told the truth. Whether you believe is your choice. Not mine.

Episode 3

Mary: Are you afraid? \

Joseph: Yes. Are you?

Mary: Yes.

Joseph: Do you ever wonder when we’ll know?

Mary: Know? Know what?

Joseph: When he’s more than just a child. Will it be something he says? A look in

his eye? I wonder if... | will even be able to teach him anything.

Episode 4
Joseph: These shepherds... They live alone most of their lives.
Old Shepard: Your woman looks cold.

Mary: Just for a moment.

Mary: I will tell our child about you. About your kindness.

Old Shepard: My father told me a long time ago...that we are all given something.
A gift. Your gift is what you carry inside.

Mary: What was your gift?

Old Shepard: Nothing. Nothing but the hope of waiting for one.
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Episode 5
Angel: Rejoice. I bring you good tidings of great joy. For unto you is born this
day... in the city of David, a savior who is Christ the Lord. You will find a

child wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.

The Almighty has done great things.

And holy is his name.

He has shown strength with his arm.

He has scattered the proud.

He has filled the hungry with good things.

And the rich, he has sent away empty.

He has brought down rulers from their thrones...

...and has exalted those who were humble.

m HOMEWORK

1. Wr"\te a summary of the movie in 200 words.

2. Read another story from the Bible and try to retell it in class next time.

3. Do a research about Christianity and give a report about it.

4. Choose an episode or more that impressed you the most and do a dubbing or

role play about it in class.

%07
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About the Bible

The Bible is a collection of sacred texts of
Judaism ( 3 K # ) and Christianity ( BB # ) .
It was originally written in Hebrew ( % {1 2 3C )
and later translated into Greek and Latin. Today the
Bible has been translated into 2,200 languages and
is read by millions of people. It is the best-selling
book of all time and has raised numerous immortal
( /#4511 ) works of art and literature.

The Christian Bible is composed of two
books, the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old Testament overlaps with
the Hebrew Bible, which is the only Bible Judaism believes in and is called Tanakh
( {ZEA 5 ) ) in Judaism. It is about the creation of the world, the origin of the Jewish
people, its history, religion, law, and poetry. The New Testament is a collection of
writings by early Christians, believed to be mostly Jewish disciples of Christ, written in
Greek during the first century. It gives account of Christ’s life, deeds, and teachings.

King James Bible is the first English-language translation of the Bible to receive
widespread, lasting acceptance among English-speaking people, completed in the year
1611, under the auspices of King James .

The excerpt below, is taken from the first book of the New Testament, Matthew ( &

KA ). The version used is the King James Bible, with minor alterations.
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@Selected Reading

Matthew: The Birth of Christ (Excerpt)

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise': When as his mother Mary was
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child” of the Holy
Ghost.

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public
example, was minded to put her away privily’.

But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto
him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou' son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall
save his people from their sins.

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by
the prophet, saying,

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call
his name Exnmanuels, which being interpreted is, God with us.

Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him,
and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn
son’: and he called his name JESUS.

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,

Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews'? For we have seen his star in
the east, and are come to worship him.

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him.

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes® of the people together,

he demanded of them where Christ should be born.
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