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A Brief Introduction

He Xiu, a great thinker in late Eastern Han Dynasty, devot-
ed his lifetime to the study of classics. He was a copious writer,
and among his works Chungiu Gongyang Zhuan Jiegu(An Inter-
pretation of Chunqiu Gongyang Biographies) , on which he spent a
dozen years, was the most influential.

The present volume is the first book in China which attempts
a systematic evaluation of He Xiu’s academic thoughts and a-
chievements. The eight chapters of the book analyze the political
situations of late Eastern Han Dynasty and the plight for classic
studies and interpret He Xiu’s life story and splendid academic
career. Centering on Gongyang studies, the book takes He’s con-
cept of “Big Unity” as a point of departure and goes on with an
objective assessment of He Xiu’s thoughts regarding politics, mili-
tary affairs, economics, ethics and philosophy. This book is rich
in documentation, convincing in argument, beautiful in language

and insightful in its interpretation.
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