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To the Teacher

This book has been written in response to requests from many teachers for
additional writing material to accompany Practice and Progress. It consists
of ninety-six sets of exercises based on the texts in Practice and Progress.
The exercises are all in multiple choice form. The student is always pre-
sented with four choices and is asked to select the best possible answer. (It
should be noted that there are no repeated instructions on every page.) The
_distractors in each exercise are by no means arbitrary. They are based on an
analysis of errors most frequently made in classes of students of mixed
nationality. The answers are clear-cut, on the whole, though the teacher may
occasionally find that he disagrees with a particular answer noted as correct
in the Key to Exercises at the end of the book.

Each set of exercises is in four parts:

1 COMPREHENSION

The student is required to select two correct answers (Questions 1 and 2)
which are designed to test his understanding of the text. The aim is to find
out whether the student has understood the main point of each story.

2 STRUCTURE

There are five exercises (Questions 3-7) based on structural words and
grammatical problems which occur in the text. The exercises in this section
are not confined to the ‘Key Structures’ contextualized in the passage, but
deal with a wide variety of difficulties. The emphasis throughout is on usage
The distractors usually include errors which the student is most likely to
make.

3 VOCABULARY

There are five exercises (Questions 8-12) dealing with lexical items. The
emphasis throughout is on the meaning of content words—though, inevitably,
there is a certain amount of overlap with the previous section regarding items
that cannot be clearly defined as ‘structural’ or ‘lexical’. The choice of dis-
tractors usually consists of ‘false friends’ and anticipates likely sources of
student error.

4 SENTENCE STRUCTURE

In this final exercise the student is tsually required to rewrite or join sen-
tences which have been taken from the passage. After completing the
exercise the student can immediately find out whether his answer is correct
by referring to the passage.



This book should oz be regarded as a set of tests. The multiple choice form
of exercise is used here wholly for reaching purposes, the aim being to train
students to read intensively, extend their command of patterns and increase
their vocabulary range. Students should be encouraged to use a good
English-English dictionary while working and should only refer to the Key
when completing a set of exercises. The Key has been included to relieve the
teacher of the burden of correction, to guide the student who is working on
his own, and—in the last resort!—to help settle arguments in the classroom
regarding particular choices. Téachers who set these exercises as homework
may find it useful and illuminating subsequently to work through them in
class with their students.



To the Student

This book contains exercises based on the stories in Practice and Progress.
There is one set of exercises for each story. Each set contains twelve ques-

tions. Four choices follow each question from which you are asked to choose
THE BEST POSSIBLE ANSWER.

Each set of exercises is in four parts:

1 COMPREHENSION
Questions 1 and 2 deal with the meaning of the story as a whole.

2 STRUCTURE

Questions 3 to 7 deal with the way we express ourselves in English. They
are about grammatical problems.

3 VOCABULARY
" Questions 8 to 12 deal with the meaning of words.

4 SENTENCE STRUCTURE -
This exercise will help you to practise writing sentences in English.

HOW TO WORK
1 Read the passage in Practice and Progress very carefully.

2 Choose the best poﬁsible answer to each question. Think very carefully
when making your choice. Refer to the passage as often as you like and use
a good English-English dictionary if you want to.

3 Check your answers against- the Key to Exercises at the end of this book.
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1 A Private Conversation

COMPREHENSION
1 The writer turned round. He looked at the man and the woman
angrily
(a) and they stopped talking. (¢) but they didn’t notice him.

() but they didn’t stop talking. (4) but they looked at him rudely.
2 The young man said, ‘It’s none of your business.’
(a) He was talking to the young woman.
(b)) He was talking about the play.
(c) He thought the writer was trying to listen to his conversation with
the young woman.
(4) He thought the writer was asking him a question.

STRUCTURE
\y{last week the writer went to the theatre. He was@t the theatre.
(a)to (b)at (¢)into (4)on
\.yThe young man and young woman were sitting behind him. He
was sitting /7. them. :
(@) before (b) above () ahead of {{) in front of
5 ... did the writer feel? Angry.
(a) Where (k) Why (c) How (d) When
6 He looked at the man and the woman angrily. He looked at . . .
angrily.
(@) them (b) they (c) their * (4) us
7 The young man and the young woman paid . . . attention to the

- writer. = h-
(a) none (b) any (c) not any (d)mo et ;

VOCABULARY

8 He had a good seat. He was sitting in a good
(a) chair (b) place (¢) armchair () class
9 He was a young man. He wasn’t very
(@) old (§) big (c) tall (d)large
10 The writer looked at the man and the woman angrily. He was very
(a) sad (b)) unhappy (c) cross () pleased
11 The writer could not bear it. He could not . . . it.
(@) carry (b) suffer (¢) stand (d) lift
12 The young man spoke rudely. He wasn’t very
(a) clever (b) rude (¢) polite (d) kind

SENTENCE STRUCTURE

Arrange these words in their right order, then check your answer against the
text:
a me young behind man sitting and were a woman

young (lines 3-5)



2 Breakfast or Lunch?

COMPREHENSION

1 When Aunt Lucy telephoned
(«) the writer was asleep.
(&) the writer was still in bed.
(¢) the writer had already got up.
() the writer was having lunch.
2 Aunt Lucy was surprised because
(a) the writer was having lunch.
(b) it was one o’clock.
(¢) it was late.
(@) the writer was having breakfast at lunch time.

STRUCTURE
3 He sometimes . . . in bed until lunch time.
(a) stay (§) is staying (c) stays (d) staying |~
\y He stayed in bed until lunch time. He wen&’. bed late last night.
)in () into (¢)to (d)at 5 g
e doesn’t get up early on Sundays. He gets up /;.{%
(a) late  (b) lately (c) slowly (d) hardly
6 ... did aunt Lucy come? By train.
(a) When (5) How (c) Why (4) Where
7 The writer can’t see aunt Lucy . . . He’s having breakfast.
(a) still (&) now (¢) often (d) always ; '

VOCABULARY ;
8 He . . . out of the window and saw that it was raining.
(@) looked (4) saw (¢) remarked (d) watched
9 Just then, the telephone rang. It rang
(a) at once  (b) immediately (c) again, (4) at that moment
10 She was his aunt, so he was her
(a) son (%) grandson (¢) nephew () niece
11 Breakfast is the first . . . of the day. -
{(a) food (b) dinner (¢) lunch () meal
12 Aunt Lucy said, ‘Dear me’ because she was
() angry (b) surprised (c) tired (&) pleased

SENTENCE STRUCTURE

Rewrite this sentence, then check your answer against the text:
I arrived by train < moment ago.
VB 3oy oo mses bostosnsrruazovivnss faonse WIoth o b R R Pl i Tsb S (lines 7-8)



3 Please Send Me a Card

COMPREHENSION

1 The writer
(a) doesn’t like buying postcards.
(6) doesn’t like receiving postcards.
(¢) doesn’t like writing postcards.
(4) doesn’t like postcards.
" 2 What was the writer’s ‘big decision’?
(@) He decided to write postcards to his friends.
(») He decided to spend the whole day in his room.
* (¢) He decided to buy a lot of postcards.
(4) He decided not to write a single card.

STRUCTURE
Last summer he went to Italy. He was } Y Italy last summer.
(@)at (b)to (¢c)in (d)on
... him a few words of Italian? The waiter.
(@) Who taught () Who did teach (¢) What did he teach (4) Whom
€ teach ; .
e was a friendly waiter. He spoke to the writer

5
(a) friendly (b) as friends (c) like friends () in a friendly wa%
6 The writer . . . a few lines, but he didn’t understand a wor:
(a) reads (b)) read (c)red (d)reading
7/He spent the whole day in his room. He was in his room-‘?.".(day.

() the hole (§) the all (;)__ng (d) all of

VOCABULARY
8 A waiter usually works in a
(a) public garden (§) shop (¢) restaurant (d) private house
9 The waiter lent him a book. He . . . a book from the waiter.
(@) lent (b) borrowed (c) took (d) stole ;‘a't
J9 On the last day he made a big decision. It was thc‘f.‘. ay of his
holiday. : ‘
(a) final () end (c) latest (d) bottom .
11

e made a big decision. He
(@) thought about it () n_:a_ge up his mind (¢) changed his mind
(4) made a wish
‘12 He didn’t write a single card. So he

(@) wrote only one (§) didn’t wriie even one () wrote just one
(4) wrote all the cards excepi one

SENTENCE STRUCTURE

Rewrite this sentence, then check your answer against the text:
I did not send my friends any cards.

I did not send any w“'h;r"-(f'ﬁwi s (lines 8-g)



4 An Exciting Trip

COMPREHENSION

1 Only one of these statements is true. Which one?
(@) The writer has been in Australia for six months.
(#) Tim is a mechanic and he’s working in Australia.
(¢) Tim is working for an Austrian firm.
(4) Tim is working for a big firm as an engineer.
2 Only one of these statements is true. Which one?
(2) Tim has been in Darwin for six months.
() It’s the first time Tim has ever been to another country.
(¢) Perth is in the centre of Australia.
(4) Tim’s brother has never been abroad before.

STRUCTURE
3 Tim is in Australia. He went . . . Australia six months ago. .

(a)to (b)in (c)at (d)into
4 Tim is in Australia. How long . . . there?
() is he () has he been (¢) has he (d) was he
5 Tim has been in Australia for six months. His brother hasn’t seen
him . . . January.
(a) for () since (c) from (d) by
6 He has just bought an Australian car. He bought one
(a)ashorttimeago (b)alongtimeago (c)lastyear (4)six monthsago
7 He has just gone to Alice Springs. He has never . . . there before.
(a) went (b) being (c) been (&) was

VOCABULARY

8 Tim is working for a big firm. He is working for a big
(a) society (8) company (¢) factory (d) store
9 He has visited a great number of different places. He hasn’t
stayed in . .. place.
(a) the only  (b) a similar (¢) the same (4 alike
10 Alice Springs is a small town. A town is usually
() bigger than a village but smaller than a city (4) bigger than a city
(¢) the same size as a city (<) the same size as a village
11 He will soon visit Darwin. He will visit Darwin
(@) quickly () for a short time (¢) shortly () in a hurry
12 He will fly to Perth. He will go theic
(¢) with air  (§) in air (¢) by air () through air

SENTENCE STRUCTURE
Rewrite this sentence, then check your answer against the text :

Becaus: my brother has never been abroad before he is finding this trip
very exciting.

My brother has never been abroad vefore............ . .(lines 11-13)

.-



5 No Wrong Numbers

COMPREHENSION

1 Mr Scott hasn’t got a telephone in his new garage because
(a) it isn’t far from his old garage, so he doesn’t need one.
() he has twelve pigeons.
(¢) he can’t get one.
(d) it’s too expensive.

2 Mr Scott keeps pigeons because
(@) he uses them to send messages.
(&) it’s his hobby.
(¢) he has two garages.
() he likes them.

STRUCTURE

3 Mr Scott has a garage. The garage is
(4) to him  (§) of him (¢) of his () his

4 Mr Scott cannot get a telephone for his garage. . . . he has just
bought twelve pigeons.
(@) That’s so (&) That’s why (¢) Because (d) For

5 He has just bought ten pigeons. When did he . . . them?
(a) bought (8) buys (¢) buy (&) buying

6 What’s the distance from Pinhurst to Silbury? How . . . is Pin-
hurst . . . Silbury? s
(a) long ago . . . until (b)) long . ..away (¢)away...tll (d)far...

from g

7 The pigeon flew from one garage to the other . . . three minutes.

(@)in (b)into (c) with (d)on

- VOCABULARY

8 Mr Scott has a garage in Silbury. His . . . garage is in Pinhurst.
(a) another (&) other  (¢) else - (4) different

9 Mr Scott can’t get a telephone. Telephones are hard to

(@) take (b) receive (¢) obtain (d) find

10 He has sent requests for spare parts. He has . . . spare parts.
(4) asked (b) asked for (c) begged (d) pleased

11 Urgent messages are important, so they must be sent
(a) quickly (4) slowly (¢) bv hand (d) largely

12 Mr Scott’s ‘telephoné service is private. It isn’t
(a) general (b) national (¢) international (&) public

SENTENCE STRUCTURE
Foin these sentences together with but and so. Then check your answer against

the text :
Pinhurst is only five miles from Silbury. Mr Scott cannot get a tel=phone

for his new garage. He has just bought twelve pigeons. (lines 3-6)



6 Percy Buttons

COMPREHENSION

1 Percy Buttons stood on his head and sang songs because
(a) he wanted a piece of cheese.
(%) he liked doing this.
(¢) he was a beggar.
(@) he wanted to ‘pay’ for his meal in this way.
2 The writer didn’t know about Percy Buttons because :
(@) she was new to the neighbourhood. (¢) he was a beggar.
(6) he had never called at that house before. (2) he didn’t live near her.

STRUCTURE

3 The writer has just moved to a new house. She was. . . yesterday.
(a) at house (/) to the house (¢) at home () in the home

4 She gave
(@) to him a meal (%) a meal for him (¢) him to a meal (4) a meal

to him :

5 A uneighbour told me about him. He . . . Percy Buttons was a
beggar. :

(@) told (/) said me (c) told to me (d) said

6 Everybody knows him. . . . know him.
(a) They all (b)) Each (¢) Every (d) All they

7 ... does he call? Once a month.
(a) How seldom (5) How long (¢) How soon (4) How often

VOCABULARY

8 A beggar is a person who :
(a) asks for money but doesn’t work . (§) asks for food (¢) works hard
() is out of work
9 You can have a meal
(a) only in the morning (§) at any time (¢) only at midday (&) only in
the evening
10 She gave him a piece of cheese. He put the . . . of cheese in his
pocket.
(a) bit (b)) bar (¢) block (d) packet
11 He calls at every house in the street. He . . . everyone.
() shouts at (/) calls (¢) cries out at () visits )
12 A street is usually . . . a road.
(@) quieter than (b) not as quiet as (¢) longer than (d) as long as

SENTENCE STRUCTURE

Arrange these groups of words in the right order, then check your answer against
the text :

and a glass of beer/he calls/for a meal/at every house/and always asks/in
the street/once a month  (lines 11-13)

6



7 Too Late

COMPREHENSION

1 The detectives were at the airport
() to meet a plane. »
(%) to prevent a robbery.
. (¢) to watch the building.
(4) because the plane was late.
2 The detectives
() found the diamonds.
(%) didn’t open the parcel.
(¢) didn’t prevent the robbery.
() caught the thieves.

STRUCTURE

3 .. . were detectives waiting? At the airport.
() Why (5) When (c) Where (d) What

4 . .. were they expecting? A valuable parcel of diamonds.
(¢) Why (b)) When (c) Where (d) What

5 Someone had told the police that thieves would try to steal the
diamonds. This happened . . . the plane arrived.
(a) before () after (c) when () as soon as

6 The detectives went into the building and waited
(@)in (b)into (¢) inside (d) for

7 Two men took the parcel off the plane. They
(a) took off it () it took off (¢) took off (d) took it off

VOCABULARY
8 The detectives were . . . a valuable parcel of diamonds.
(@) expecting (§) waiting () expecting for (d) expecting to
9 The parcel was valuable. It was
(@) worth  (§) worthy (c) precious (d) value
10 The thieves wanted to . . . the diamonds.
(@) rob (&) steal (¢) take from (d) take to
11 The detectives waited inside the main building. This was the
. building.
(a) most important (5) smallest (¢) first (d) gratat
12 Someone had filled the parcel with stones and sand. It was . . .

stones and sand.
(o) full with () full of (c) full by (&) full in

SENTENCE STRUCTURE

Arrange these groups of words in the right order, then :Imk your answer against
the text:

into the Customs House/two men/and carried it/took the parcel/off the
plane (lines 10-12)



8 The Best and the Worst

COMPREHENSION

1 One of these sentences is true. Which one?
(a) Bill Frith’s garden is the best and Joe Sanders’ is the worst.
(6) Joe Sanders’ garden is the best and Bill Frith’s is the worst.
(¢) The writer’s garden is the best and Joe Sanders’ is the worst.
(d) Joe Sanders’ garden is the best and the writer’s is the worst.
2 One of these sentences is true. Which one?
(@) The writer doesn’t like gardens.
(b) The writer likes gardens, but he is lazy.
(¢) The writer never enters for the competition.
(@) The writer never wins a prize.

STRUCTURE

3 Bill Frith’s garden is larger than Joe’s. It is
(a) larger garden (b) a large garden (c) large garden (d) largest garden
4 Bill is a hard worker. He works . . . than Joe.
(4) harder (b) more hard (c) more hardly () hardier
5 Joe’s garden is more interesting . . . Bill’s.
(a) by (b) for (c) than (d) from
6 The writer is fond of gardens.
(a) They like him () They like to him (¢) He likes them (¢) To him
they like
Joe’s garden is the best in the town. It’s the best . . . them all.
(a) in (b)) of (¢)for (d)by

VOCABULARY

8 Joe wins every time. He always . . . Bill Frith.
(a) wins () beats (c) gains (d) earns
9 Joe grows more flowers. More flowers . . . in his garden.
(a) grow (b) grow tall (c) grow up (d) grow big
10 Joe’s garden is interesting. Joe is . . . in gardening.
(a) interesting () interest (¢) interestingly (d) interested.
11 The writer doesn’t like hard work. It’s . . . to look after a garden.
(2) a hard work (b) a hard job (¢) hard job (d) hardly a job
- 12 Every year the writer enters for the garden competltlon
(a) very (b)also (c)and (d)to

SENTENCE STRUCTURE

Rewrite this sentence, then check your answer against the text:
Joe’s garden is not as large as Bill Frith’s,
B R e i S R I A et (lines 4-5)



9 A Cold Welcome

COMPREHENSION

1 The crowd gathered under the clock because
(a) it was twenty to twelve
() it was Wednesday evening.
(¢) they wanted to welcome the New Year.
() the clock had stopped.
2 They realized the clock had stopped
() before midnight. '
(%) after midnight.
(¢) at midnight.
() just in time.

STRUCTURE

3 They went to the Town Hall on Wednesday evening. They went

(a) the evening (b) on the evening (¢) evening () in the evening
- 4 The people . . . under the Town Hall clock.

(a) were (b)) was (¢c)is (d) be

5 ... will it strike? In twenty minutes’ time.
(2) When (b) How long (c) How long ago () How much

6 What time did it stop? . . . five to twelve.
(@) On (b)) At (¢)In (d) During

7 Did . . . happen? No, nothing happened.
() nothing () anything (¢) any (<) a thing

VOCABULARY

8 How many times did the clock ... ?
(a) hit (4) beat (¢) knock () strike
9 It was fifteen minutes . . . eleven.
(a) pass (b) past (c) passed (&) pasted
10 A clock usually has two hands, a miv.uie hand and . . . hand.
(a) a second (4) an hour (¢) a time (4) a big
11 Most people wear or i
(@) an alarm clock (§) an alarm (¢) a clock (d) a watch
12 It refused to welcome the New Year. It
(@) denied it (b)) wanted to (¢) didn’t want to (4) wished to

SENTENCE STRUCTURE

Join these two sentences, then check your answer against the text :
It was Wednesday evening. We went to the Town Hall.
R R L E R oy, (lines 1-2)



