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1. MR., MRS., MISS, AND MS'

Almost everyone knows the meanings of Mr., Mrs.,

and Miss. Mr. is used before the names of men. Mrs.

is for married women and Miss is for single women.
But what is Ms.?

For some time, businessmen in the United States

have used Ms. before a woman’s name when they do

not know whether the woman is married or not.
Today, however, many women prefer to use Ms.

- rather than Mrs. or Miss2. The word Mr. does not

tell us whether or not a man is married. Many wo-
" men think this is an advantage for men. They want
to be equal to® men in this way. These women feel
that it is not importént for people to know whether
they are married or not. | o
There are some problems with Ms., however.
Not all women like it. Some like the older ways of
doing things. Some find it difficult to pronounce-.
(Ms. sounds like “miz”.)% Generally, young women
like it better than older women do. It is difficult
to know whethet or not ,}L/I_s_:‘will be used by more -
American women in the future. What do you think
of this change? X |
(from A Reading Sampler)

1. Mr., Mr1s., Miss, and Ms.: Mr. B mister (3k4) OfRT,
B[ 'miste]; Mrs £ mistress(k A) HEE, & E misiz);s
miss /pH, EHEImis]; Ms 8% miss & Mrs, EE [miz],
FRZE SR 0L 31 00 o TRE AL o o

2. prefer to use Ms rather than Mrs. or Miss: 7° B A “ %

s I -



A0 AEIH "R AT &K UNIHT. “prefer to 4 V. 4 tather

than ...7" &AHTE WA ", &1 prefer to work rather

than sit idle. MEBETLE, mAENRE.

be equal to: H- 34 " |

4. Some find it difficult to rronounce: HE ANAKFA
i, 4o it AR EIE, LELREARERX to pronounce,

5. Ms. Sounds like “miz”: Ms. L FHImiz], '

)

Are these statements true or false according to the
passage?

———- 1. The word Mrs. is used before the names of
married women. |

- 2. Businessmen in the United States always use
Ms. before women’s namcs.

— 3. Many women like Ms. because they want to
be equal to men.

—— 4. All women like the new word Ms.

— 5. The women who like Ms. feel it is important
for people to know whether or not they are

married.

2. THE FIRST STAMPS

: .
Did you know that the first stick-on or adhesive

stamps! in the world were issued in Great Britain in
May 18407 They were the Penny Black and the Two-
penny Blue2. |

The man responsible for these stzmps® was Sir
Rowland Hill*®. who is somectimes described as® the
inventor of the modern postage stamp. Before 1840
:all letters had been paid for by the person who
rcceived them. The cost of a letter from a great

o 2 e



distance was very heavy. Many people were too pooi'
to accept their mail. Then in 1840 Sir Rowland Hill
introduced the Penny Post®. This allowed people to
send letters for one penny per half ounce, regardless
of the distance’. Since the sender now had to pay
the cost. something was needed to show that the cost
had already been paid. Sir Rowland produced. little
‘labels’ to stick on the envelopes for this purpose.
These ‘labels’ were the first postage stamps.

The Penny Black The Bull's EEye stamp The first a_irmail stamp
trom Great Britain from Brazil appcared in the USA
appeared in 1840.  appeared in 1843. in 1918,

When the first stamps were introduced the mail was carried in mail
‘coaches like this.

The Canton of Zurich?® .in Switzérland9 followed

s 3 e



Britain’s lead'® in March 1843. A few months later
Brazil'! issued the famous Bull’s Eyes!?. Soon most
countries of the world had their own stamps and
postal service!* of a similar kKind.

There have been other ‘first’ stamps since 1840.
For example, Peru’t issued the world’s first comme-
morative stamps in 1871 on the twentieth anniversary
of the first railway in South America. The first
specially designed airmail stamp was printed by the
USA in 1918. _

(from Did You Know?)

1. stick-on or adhesive stamps: WIE BT R AFRBEE,

2. the Penny Black and the Twopenny Blue: B —H 11
mis ZE ik fa B {E LR AR BE,

3. The man responsible for these stamps: % X F#Y T- The
man who thought of issui'ng these stamps ARP| L 11X 6k
HS 2 g A . responsible for ... FER kb7 1A,

4. Sir Rowland Hill(['roulend hilD>: Rowland Hill & t.

5. be described as (= be considered as): PIAHRE--,

¢. the Penny Post: J— {8 1:#33F — BHEAY (A EO HIE,

7. to serd letters for one penny per half ounce, regard-
lcss of the distance: {EfF#ZEEHEYM —E LT RTF. N
S EIR T, regardless of ... A (B,

2. the Canton (['keenton]) of Zurich (['zjuerik]): #HE-Lf7
K (R o |

9. Switzerland (['switselond]): ﬁ}:t;

10. followed B-itain’s lead: = followed Britain’s example
{i B e

11. Brazil ([bre'zil]): B,

2. tha famous Bull's Eyes: # 41 iRAEE,

17. postal service: BSECHLE BT,

14. Peru ([po'ru:1): Hfr,

« 4 o



Are these statements true or false according to the
passage? |

——— 1. With the introduction of the Penny Post, the
receiver of a letter had to pay for it.

—_ 2. Postage stamps are used to show the sender
has paid the cost of postage.

— 3. Bull’s Eyes stamps were issued by Peru.

— 4. The idea of using little ‘labels’ on envelopes
was Sir Rowland Hill’s.

——_ 5. The first commemorative stamp was issued

to mark the beginning of airmail.

3. HOW DID APRIL FOOL'S DAY’
BEGIN?

‘The custom of playing tricks on? friends on April
1st is believed to have originated in* France! -in the
middle of the 6th century. |

_Before that time, one calendar was used through-
out Europe. Under this calender, each new year
began on April 1st. On that day, pcople celebrated
by exchanging gifts and visiting each other®.

Then in 1564, 'King'Charles IX of France® adop-
ted a new calendar and decreed that each new year
was to begin on January Ist'. However, while® most
p=ople followed their king's decree, there were some
who did not like the idea of the change and refused
10 accept the new New Year's Day.



These people soon became the butt of jokes and

tricks® by their friends and neighbors because they

continued to observe April Ist as New Year's Day.
These friends and neighbors sent mock gifts'?, invi-
ted these people to fake parties!!, and played tricks
on them ‘because they were“April Fools”, people who
clung to their April New Year’s Day'.

(& H<J BT H #i> 1983 4238 10 K1)

S

. April Fool's Day: WA —H B A,

play tricks on sb: #F GEF)EA,

originate in: &I -,

France ({fra:ns?): #[H,

by exchanging gifts and visiting each other: “by-+
V-ing” 458 TR H &, fn: By reading much
we learn much. B8 2, ¥R/ %,

King Charles (['tfa:1z1:1X of France: %4 $ /R85 L,

7. that each new year was to begin on'January Ist: HE4¢

BEFATTA —HH 2, “to be + V' HES BIL”, "4

AT el FT L3y b= { e 1A N e
AT CRUE R TR R B,

. while(conj.): = although H 2R, R,

. the butt of jokes and tricks: Zfﬁﬁ:%fﬂﬁaﬁﬁ%"ﬁﬁio
10.
11.
12.

mock gifts: Jm ARRiL4.

fake parties: ff# 552,

people who clung to their April New Year’s Day: &af
i “April Fools” Wylil i, ¥ "M A—BHTTBHA
17, cling to B, |

Choose the right answer according to the passage.

1.

The origin of April Fool's Day
a) is known with certainty.
b) has probably been determined.

¢) is only a legend.

& o



d) is completely unknown.

2. Some people didn't follow the new calendar be-
cause
a) they didn’t like their king.
b) they prefer old things.
¢) they liked to be made fun of.
d) they liked mock gifts.

4. WHY DO BARBER SHOPS HAVE
RED AND WHITE POLES?

Long, long ago, barbers did much more than cut peo-
ple’s hairl. Barbers performed some minor operations
-on’ people, especially blood-1:tting, or rbleeding. This
was believed to be a cure for some illnesses® in
which? the “bad blood” was suppoSed to leave the
body. |

To perform the operations, barbers had their
. patients hold onto a pole standing in the shop® Then
the patient’'s blood was “let”. When the pole was
not being used by a patient, it stood in the barber’s
doorway with bandages wrapped around ité. This was
an advertisement 'thﬁt the barber was a good“bleeder.”

When people realized that it was unsanitary to
use a pole that stood in a doorway, barbers painted
ted stripes around the poles as a continuing adverti-
sement’. The red stripes were to remind the custo-

mers of* blood-soaked bandages.

Red and white striped barber poles became so
identified with® barbers that the custom of having a
pole outside a barber shop continues today. |

GE B </ 17 H #l> 1983 423 10 &)
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1. did much more than cut people’s hair: EAIE R &8 A

A,

perform operations on sb.: #FEAEFER,

a cure for some illnesses: FaIr Xk mP A,

which: ¥ cure,

barbers had their patients hold onto a pole standing

in the shop: & ik A R 76/ B HREF, “have

+RIE-V? RARCEM, L) - 28, u: We can’t have
the motor run idle. WFIFRFEILDIETH, |

6. with bandages wrapped around it: F FSiHFME, X2
“with + n. + V-ed,” By&k#y, X E R R,

7. barbers painted red stripes around the pole as a conti-
nuing advertisement: BRI K EEF A LI &4 &5, 2%
A —F . : :

8. remind sb. of sth.: EX AMEXL,

9. be (become) identified with: Ri-EEREE,

N oa N

Choose the right answer accordiﬁg to the passage.
1. The red stripes of the barber’s pole represent
a) blood running down the pole.
b) nothing, it is only for decoration.
c¢) the fact that the barber shop is open for bu-
siness.
d) stripes of blood-staind cloth tied round the
pole.
2. Barbers ‘iet’ the blood of ordinary people because
a) they were cruel.
b) they were paid a lot. of money to do so.
c) they were ignorant about blood. |
d) they were doctors.

L J 8 ®



5. WHY DO MEN HAVE BUTTONS
ON THEIR JACKET SLEEVES?

The buttons on the sleeves of men’s jackets serve no
real purpose today'. But there are many stories ex-
plaining how they came to be there?. |

One story involves Frederick the Great, who was
King of Prussia® in the 18th century. Frederick’s
armies were involved in* a great many wars, and he
was often on the field of battle with his troops.
One of his concerns, so the story goes, was the appea-
rance of his men®. Once as he went about inspecting
his soldiers®, he became quite upset at’ the dirty
sleeves of their uniforms. When he asked why the
sleeves were dirtier than the rest of the uniforms, he
was told that-the soldiers wiped the sweat from their
faces on their sleeves.

Frederick refused to have this habit continue. So
to stop it®, he ordered metal buttons sewn on the top
side of? all soldiers’ sleeves. That way, if the men
wiped their faces, using their sleeves as a towel, they
would get badly scratched.

Eventually these buttons were put on civilians’
jackets as \#ell, but only as decoration. So if you .
notice buttons. on your father’s jacket sleeves, don’t
think that your mother pui “them there to stop him
from using his ja“cket.as a towel. The buttons are -
only for decoration!

(G B <37 H H> 1983 .55 11 30)
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